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Wanteta wea 


Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated, The editors 
of PWI have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The |96-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


Subscribe to PWI today and receive ... 

© 13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

© Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

* Four special expanded editions, including the 100-page 
“Year-End Achievement Awards” and the “PWI 500” 

* Guaranteed delivery right to your home 

© And, of course, The 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PWI FEATURES 

PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfolt—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 
best. PWI includes exclusive features you can't get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” 
Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top 
Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 
sport's top stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports” ...“‘Time Capsules” ...And don’t forget: Your 
subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
‘out the year. 


SAVE UP TO 25%!! 

(Please check one) 

WES! | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
iLLUSTRATED 

{-) lam enclosing $33.85 for a 13-issue subscription—a 20% 
savings off the newsstand price! 

{) 1am enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 
| wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 
postage and handling 
| would like to order the 1997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7 as payment in full 

Please indicate method of payment: 

| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 

London Publishing Co.) 


(] VISA # 


() MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: /__ 
MOIR 


Signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
PO, Box 910 
Ft.Washington, PA 19034 


NAME 


ADDRESS. APT. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 

Price offer good in US. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for 13 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($130.00 airmail). International 
money order in USS. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue... 
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DEPARTMENTS 
4 SINCERELY YOURS 
6 REPORTER'S NOTEBOOK by Stu Saks 
8 NAMES MAKIN’ NEWS by Bill Apter 
10 ON THE ROAD with Dave Lenker 
12 BEHIND THE DRESSING ROOM DOOR by Dave Rosenbaum 
14 THE INSIDER by Brandi Mankiewicz 
16 ON ASSIGNMENT by Liz Hunter 
18 CAPSULE PROFILE #265: CURT HENNIG 
20 WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
22 NEWS FROM THE WRESTLING CAPITALS 
24 MATT BROCK’S PLAIN SPEAKING 
68 ONE ON ONE: SABLE VS. MARC MERO 
80 INSIDE WRESTLING CLASSIC (April 1983) 
84 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
85 INSIDE WRESTLING ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 
86 BLAST FROM THE PAST 


FEATURES 


26 THE 1998 INSIDE WRESTLING COMPUTER TOURNAMENT 
Sixteen of the best wrestlers in the world have come together again— 
for hand-to-hand computer combat. Their strengths and weaknesses have 
been fed into our special program, and we present to you the results here 
48 SCOTT HALL EMERGES FROM HIS PRIVATE HELL 
He had to defeat Chris Jericho so he could conquer his own demons 
52 B.A. BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES’ BIG BLUNDER: 
THEY'VE CREATED THE TEAM THAT WILL DESTROY THEM! 
Are Bart Gunn and Jeff Jarrett angry enough to team up? 
56 CHRIS BENOIT’S URGENT PLEA TO WCW: 
“DON’T LET RAVEN’S FLOCK BECOME THE NEXT NWO!” 
Benoit is willing to act on his own if necessary 
60 MARLENA: 
“ANYONE BUT LUNA!” 
Mrs. Runnels discusses Goldust's bizarre antics in “Hotseat” 
64 SABU VS. SANDMAN: 5 
TABLES AND LADDERS AND CHAIRS—OH MY! Next issue 
ECW's November to Remember provided at least one unforgettable match March 17, 1 


The entire wrestling world still mourns 
the death of Brian Pillman (shown here 
with Hart Foundation ally Jim Neidhart). 
Reader Steve Nardi was impressed by 
the fact that both friends and enemies 
alike paid tribute to him. 


Send letters to: 
Sincerely Yours 

P.O. Box 1148 

Fort Washington, PA 
19034 


PAYING RESPECT 

In an era in which we read 
about all kinds of bad sportsman- 
ship regarding many athletes in 
other sports, I’m proud that 
wrestling rose to the occasion 
when friends and foes took time to 
show their respect for Brian 
Pillman (“Memories Of Brian: The 
Wrestling Community Honors A 
Friend,” February 1998). 

We all knew the Harts would 
pay their respects to this great ath- 
lete, but to read the kind words 
from Steve Austin, Dustin Rhodes, 
Marlena, and Dory Funk Jr. made 
this tribute a touching one. 

Pillman, despite his wild behav- 
ior and actions, was one of the 


most exciting superstars of this 
era. There really wasn’t any way 
to prepare for a match against him 
because he could trade technical 
holds, brawl, and exchange aerial 
moves with the best of them. 

Brian Pillman may be gone, but 
at least the respect our sport’s 
superstars have shown toward 
him and his family—despite their 
professional differences—tives on. 

STEVE NARDI 
West Berlin, NJ 


Our exclusive coverage of Steve 
Austin’s doctor visit was something 
reader Deanna Marie Lee loved. She 
thinks Austin should read the accompa- 
nying article carefully before going 
much further with his career. 


HUMAN ASPECT 

| really enjoyed the special 
exclusive photos of Steve Austin’s 
visit to his physician (“Austin’s 
Doctor Has His Doubts!” January 
1998). It was interesting to see 
what went on during his appoint- 
ment and examination. What 
intrigued me most was reading Dr. 
Torg’s explanation of Austin’s 
injuries and possible future in 
wrestling. After reading the 
description of what happened, | 
fear for Austin’s future mobility. It 
seems as if Austin could be para- 
lyzed again by one wrong move. If 
! were Austin, no amount of 
money or ego-stroking could make 
me get anywhere near that ring. 
I'd be too afraid of permanently 
hurting myself. 

| think Austin should read that 
article carefully and repeatedly 
watch the replay of the piledriver 
Owen Hart gave him at Summer- 
Slam. Maybe after a few hours of 
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Tommy Dreamer tries to protect Beulah McGillicutty while getting stomped on by 
Sabu as Doug Furnas, Phil Lafon, and Stevie Richards watch. Reader Heidi Naida 
thinks Dreamer should take some time off to let his injuries heal. 


this, it will sink into Austin’s “Stone- 
Cold” head that he is endangering 
his life by continuing to interfere in 
and wrestle matches. 

Austin needs to stop being a 
tough guy and start thinking like a 
husband and a human with a non- 
athletic future. 

DEANNA MARIE LEE 
Bridgeport, CT 


PERFECT ILLUSTRATIONS 
Jason Conlan deserves some 
kind of an award for those hilarious 
illustrations of Sting outside the 
world of wrestling (“Life On The 
Outside: The Silent World Of Sting,” 
February 1998). | thought they suit- 
ed the article extremely well, and | 
especially liked the one with his 
face paint running down his head 
because of the rain. It's not hard to 
believe Sting has had so much trou- 
ble adapting to life outside the ring 
since he began his “black period” 
so long ago. Hey, many people 
have claimed to have been abduct- 
ed by aliens, too, and those stories 
get printed. So why not these 
encounters? Leave it up to Matt 
Brock to bring us this in an article. 

Only he could get away with it. 
GREG KILARNEY 
Charleston, SC 
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NEEDS A VACATION 
Tommy Dreamer doesn’t need 
to spend 1998 in the ring—he 
needs to spend it healing that 
badly bruised foot of his 
(‘Wrestling’s Top Stars: What's 
Ahead For ’98!” February 1998). 
Dreamer hurt his foot months ago, 
but he has yet to take off any time 
to let it heal. If anything, | think his 
schedule has increased since the 
injury. A few weeks ago, Beulah 
McGillicutty unwrapped the ban- 
dages from around his foot during 
one of Dreamer’s interviews on 
ECW's TV show and | almost got 
sick looking at it. Dreamer needs 
to stop worrying about the welfare 
of ECW and start worrying about 
his own. If that foot doesn’t heal 
soon, he won't be around to help 
ECW run Rob Van Dam, Sabu, 
and Bill Alfonso out of the promo- 
tion and back to the WWF, where 

they claim they belong. 
HEIDI NAIDA 
Connelsville, PA 


EGOTISTICAL EDDY 
What happened to Eddy 
Guerrero to make him so bitter? 
Did | miss something by not watch- 
ing WCW Saturday Night or one of 
(Continued on page 52) 
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REPORTER'S 
TEBOOK 


By Stu Saks 


Back in the November 1997 edition of Inside Wrestling, we ran a story 
entitled “Nueva World Order: WCW May Have To Contend With A Unified 
Mexican Front.” The story addressed the fact that, as talented and entertain- 
ing as they were, WCW’s Luchadores were experiencing extreme difficulty 
setting decent rankings and top matches. The author, Dave Rosenbaum, sug- 
gested that these men might be better off pooling their talents and forcing 
their will on the federation: sort of a Latino New World Order. 

Well, maybe they should have taken Dave's advice. Did you notice that 
there was only one Luchadore at Starrcade '97, the most important WCW 
pay-per-view of the year? Eddy Guerrero defended his cruiserweight champi- 
onship against Dean Malenko, and that was it. No Juventud Guerrera. No 
Psicosis. No La Parka. NO REY MISTERIO JR.! 

Rey, how did you feel about the snub? “I wouldn’t exactly call it a snub,” 
said the affable 140-pounder, who watched the card from the stands. “There 
are a lot of wrestlers in WCW and every one of them would have liked to 
have wrestled on the card. I know it’s impossible. Still ...” 

That word “still” said it all. Misterio was hurt inside, and he had every 
right to be. It’s a similar situation to a basketball team that uses a 10-man 
rotation the entire year and then once the playoffs begin uses only an eight- 
man rotation. You have to feel for the two guys who played a role in getting 
the team to that point and then had to sit and watch the biggest games. The 
Mexican contingent, it appears, is looked upon by WCW as exciting TV filler, 
but it doesn’t really get the respect the American wrestlers do. I don’t think 
that has anything to do with their size—I think as fans we’re beyond that 
barrier by now. It probably has more to do with the fact that most of the 
Luchadores don’t speak good English and their feelings toward their oppo- 
nents don’t translate into PPV-selling hype. 

But fair is fair—and I’m not just talking about being fair to the 
Luchadores. There are a lot of fans who watch WCW primarily because of 
the athletic beauty these men bring to the ring. One 10-minute, time-limit 
match would have been enough. That’s not too much to ask, is it? 
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TARRCADE '97 LIVED up to 
S: the hype. It truly was a 
Pay-per-view to remember for 
WCW. For the NWO, it was largely 
an event to forget. Since all of you 
couldn't be in the dressing rooms 
before and after the show, I’ve got 
some items of interest that | wit- 
nessed that day: 
| saw Eric Bischoff and Scott 
Hall whisk Nick Patrick into a meet- 
ing room moments after J.J. Dillon 
announced that Patrick would refer- 
ee the main event between Hulk 


NICK PATRICK 


Hogan and Sting. When Patrick 
emerged from the room and saw me 
standing in the hallway, he looked 
back toward the door and started 
yelling, “Bischoff, Hall, if you guys 
ever so much as lay a hand on me 
again, I'll see both of you in court!” | 
knew as soon as | saw the initial 
look of surprise on his face that the 
NWO had bought him off. 

| tried to find Dillon, but to no 
avail. | had to get back to ringside to 
photograph the matches. Maybe 
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Bret Hart noticed all this, too, and 
maybe that’s why he confronted 
Patrick about his supposed fast 
count against Sting and had the 
match restarted. 

Eddy Guerrero retained his cruis- 
erweight belt with a victory over 
Dean Malenko that night, but 
Malenko really hurt him in the match. 
| noticed Eddy wincing in pain as he 
left the MCI Center. He lost the title 
to Ultimo Dragon in less than five 
minutes the next night ... Scott Hall 
showed his cowardly side when he 
refused to substitute for Kevin Nash, 
who was ill and could not appear for 
his scheduled match against The 
Giant. When Dillon offered Hall the 
contract, Hall told him, “I don’t want 
to hurt the guy, because when Kev, 
the real giant of wrestling, gets bet- 
ter, he'll want to do the deed himself. 
| don’t want to hurt Kev’s feelings 
and hurt the guy before Kev is able 
to get his hands on him.” 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 


Instead of secluding himself so 
he could concentrate on his bout 
against Bischoff, Larry Zbyszko 
was walking the hallways and min- 
gling with other wrestlers up until the 
last few moments before his match. 
He even let me interview him and 


said he wasn’t a bit nervous until he 
and Bischoff came face-to-face in a 
hallway. 

“It was about a half-hour ago,” he 
said. “He had about seven security 
guards with him for protection just in 
case | might want to end it all for the 
NWO a little early tonight. | looked 
him right in the eyes, and | could tell 
he had no fear of me at all, and that 
really spooked me. That was the 
moment | started to feel the entire 
weight of WCW on my shoulders. 
Now | know that | have to win, 
because if | don't, I'll never be able 
to face the wrestlers or the fans 
again!” 

He did win, of course, and all the 
WCW wrestlers were relieved when 
he did. 


Now onto other news: Vader has 


finally been convicted of assaulting 
and insulting a television host in 
Kuwait last year. Although the maxi- 
mum penalty for the offenses was 
one year in prison, Vader was 
ordered to pay a mere $166 fine. 
The victim, Bassam al-Othman, 
may still file a civil suit ... The WWF 
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announced that it has opened nego- 
tiations with Mike Tyson for an 
appearance at WrestleMania XIV. 
As of press time, neither the federa- 
tion nor Tyson’s camp would hint at 
what they had in mind for “Iron” 
Mike, but I'll bet Mare Mero will be 
involved! 

One of wrestling’s biggest stars— 
and | mean that literally—Yokozuna, 
is starring in a Diet Coke commercial 
... WWF World champion Shawn 
Michaels appeared on several 
episodes of the TV show Pictionary 
... Johnny Ace, who has spent 
much of his career wrestling for All- 
Japan Pro Wrestling, has opened up 
-negotiations with the WWF. 


SAVIO VEGA 


Savio Vega became the top con- 
tender to the Catch Wrestling 
Association heavyweight title, which 
is held by Marshall Duke (a.k.a. 
Duke “The Dumpster” Droese), in 
December. He nearly beat Duke and 
says he hopes to return to Europe to 
challenge for the belt again soon ... 
Dutch Mantel continues to try to 
beat Ray Gonzales for the World 
Wrestling Council Universal title. 
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Mantel has also started wrestling in 
Music City Wrestling ... Mo, formerly 
of Men on a Mission, has signed 
with Music City promoters as well. 
Philadelphia’s Grande Wrestling 
Alliance has announced that it will 
hold a tournament to crown a cruis- 
erweight champion in March. Billy 
Real, Kid America, and Flash 
Wheeler have already entered ... 
Madd Maxx has beaten New 
Dimension Wrestling heavyweight 
champion Rick Link for the gold. 
Jersey All-Pro Wrestling junior 


heavyweight champion Rik 
Ratchet is now the number-one 
contender to the heavyweight title, 
which is held by 911. Interesting, 
because there’s a weight difference 
of about 170 pounds between the 
two. “No big guy was ever able to 
squash me before,” Ratchet says. 
“That 911 is just a clumsy oaf. My 
speed and my wrestling ability will 
be his downfall, and | will have both 
belts.” 

JAPW officials say there is no 
rule forbidding one wrestler from 
holding more than one title as long 


By Bill Apter 
as each title is defended at least 
once every 30 days. By the way, 
Maryland's National Wrestling 
League banned 911 after he vicious- 


ly attacked referee Dexter 
Alexander. 
Mankind/Cactus Jack/Dude Love 
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is thrilled to have Chainsaw Charlie 
as an ally in the WWF. Under the 
mask, it’s pretty obvious that 
Chainsaw is Terry Funk. In the past, 
Cactus has remarked numerous times 
about how he used to idolize Funk 
and admires his style of wrestling. 
Even though the two have had an on- 
again, off-again feud going for years, 
that respect has never disappeared. 
But Funk won't come out and admit 
that he is Charlie. 

“Hell, let's just say that Chainsaw 
Charlie and Terry Funk are kind of 
like Mankind, Cactus, and Dude 
Love,” said Funk. “Il mean, in one 
night, you might see all three of 
Mick Foley’s strange personalities. 
Hell, there might be one night when 
you see Chainsaw and ol’ Terry 
Funk doin’ the same thing!” 

That's all for now, I'll see you at 
the matches! 
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RESTLERS CAN BE very 
annoying. To each other. 
Now, that’s not my opin- 


ion. It's the opinion of many wrestlers 
in many federations who can’t under- 
stand the behavior of their peers, 
even the ones they like. Wrestlers 
spend a lot of time with each other in 
close quarters, more than most hus- 
bands and wives, and the bad habits 
of some annoy others big-time. 

- For example, “Diamond” Dallas 
Page likes to smoke cigars. That's 
hardly a secret. Just about every time 
| walk into the fan favorites’ locker 
room before or after a card, I'll find Page relaxing in 
front of his stall puffing on a cigar. That's fine. Sure, 
to many it’s a disgusting habit, but these days cigar 
smoking is a disgusting habit that's in style. A lot of 
people are smoking cigars. 

“The problem,” said a WCW wrestler who 
demanded anonymity, “is that he smokes the cheap- 
est stogies. You'd think he’d have some taste. You'd 
think Kimberly would tell him to clean up his act. | 
swear the man’s never seen a Cuban cigar. He 
smokes these cheap cigars that he probably buys for 
10 cents apiece at the neighborhood newsstand, and 
he stinks up the entire locker room. Everybody's dis- 
gusted by it, but nobody wants to say anything. 
Heck, | enjoy a good cigar now and then, but when 


This photo seems to tell us 

the cigars that his a [e 

hates the smell of all cigar smok 

one WCW fan favorite objects to DDP’s habit 


; 
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he lights up, it smells like cow 
manure.” 

Hmmmmmm. Very tasty. 

Page’s answer to this accusation: 
“| smoke only the finest cigars. And 
nobody has ever complained, at least 
not to my face. Whoever told that to 
you probably doesn’t know the differ- 
ence between a good cigar—which is 
the only kind | smoke—and a cheap 
one.” 

Another example: The Sandman. 


. The man likes his beer. The man 
MARIBOR ECLLSGMM loves his beer. Heck, the man lives 


for drinking beer. Not only does he 
like drinking beer, but he likes smashing beer cans 
against his head. 

The problem here isn’t that the beer is cheap, 
although | think it is. The problem is that Sandman 
has apparently never heard of a garbage can. 

“You walk into the locker room after Sandman’s 
been there and it looks like there’s just been a huge 
fraternity party,” said an ECW wrestler. “He throws 
his beer cans onto the floor and just leaves them 
there. Hasn't the man ever heard of a garbage can? 
Then sometimes the cans aren't empty, so beer 
spills out all over the floor. Let me tell you something: 
If | trip and fall over one of Sandman’s beer cans 
sometime, he’s going to pay the price.” 

(Continued on page 72) 
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RF Video Presents... 


Bloodbaths, Brawls and Women 


Here they are...The best and the bloodiest 
bouts from the legendary ECW. Now all 
the table-smashing, skull-splitting 
mayhem of the world's most extreme 
wrestling league is yours to own and 
watch whenever you want. Over 10,000 
saavy fans receive the RF Video Update 
each month, and these are the top-rated 
tapes. Check ‘em out during this special 
introductory offer, and find out what 
makes ‘em so hot. 

ECW TY 16 Sandman vs, Cactus Jack (3 
matches), Raven ys. Dreamer, Melanie vs. 
Guerrero, Benoit and Melanie vs. Mikey and 
Norman Smiley, Raven and Richards vs 
Dreamer and Mikey. 


ECW TV 17 Sandman vs. Cactus (Barbed 
Wire Match), Sandman vs. Shane Douglas, 
Beulah vs. Luna Vachon, Public Enemy vs. 
Pitbulls, and the ECW debut of the Gangstas. 


ECW TV 18 Raven and Richards beating 
Public Enemy for the Tag Titles, Taz vs. 2 Cold 
Scorpio, Taz and Eddy Guerrero vs. Melanie 
and Scorpio (twice), Cactus and Dreamer and 
Pitbulls vs. Raven and Richards and Dudleys. 
Cactus and Melanie and Scorpio ys. Steiner 
and Guerrero, Public Enemy vs. Gangstas, 


ECW TV 20 Melanie vs. Guerrero (Final 
ECW Match), Francine vs. Beulah (Cat Fight), 
Raven and Richards vs. Pitbulls, Steiners vs. 
Scorpio and Benoit, Raven and Richards vs. 
Pitbulls (Double Dog Collar Match). 


ECW'TY 21 Steiner and Taz vs. Eliminators 
and Scorpio, Steve Austin imitating Hulk 
Hogan, Rey Misterio Jr, Vs. Psicosis (twice), 
Public Enemy and Mikey vs. Sandman and 
Scorpio and New Jack (Cage Match). 


ECW TY 22 Public Enemy vs, Gangstas, Taz 
and Rick Steiners vs. Eliminators. Cactus vs. 
Dreamer, Misterio Jr. and Konnan ys. LaParka 
and Psicosis, Sandman vs. Mikey. 


ECW TV 23 Cactus and Raven ys. Dreamer 
and Funk, Heavenly Bodies debut in ECW, 
Konnan vs. Jason, Mikey vs. Misterio Jr., Steve 
Austin ys. Mikey (twice), Sabu return to ECW. 
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ECW TV 24 Steve Austin and Mikey and 
‘Sandman (3 way dance), Misterio Jr. Vs. 
Psicosis (Mexican Death Match), Raven vs. 
Dreamer, Public Enemy vs. Heavenly Bodies, 
Shane Douglas returns to ECW. 


ECW'TY 25 Eliminators vs. 911 and Rey 
Misterio Jr., Konnan vs. Sandman (Bloodbath), 
Sabu vs, Steve Richards, Rob Van Dam vs. Axl 
Rotten, Scorpio ys. Mikey, Sabu vs. Van Dam, 
Misterio Jr. vs. Juventud Guerrera, Headhunt- 
ers return, Sandman ys. Raven. 


ECW TV 26 Raven and Richards vs, Dreamer 
and Douglas, Brian Pillman debuts in ECW. 
Headhunters vs. Bruise Brothers, Raven vs. 
Douglas (Pillman runs in). Sabu vs. Scorpio, 
Eliminators and Richards vs. Pitbulls and 
Francine (Triple Dog Collar Match). 


ECW TV 27 Headhunters vs. Gangstas, 
Cactus vs, Chris Jericho, Misterio Jr. vs. 
Guerrera (2 matches), Cactus vs. Mikey 
(Cactus’ last ECW match), Gangstas - 
Eliminators Brawl) 


ECW TV 28 Raven and Bruise Brothers vs. 
Dreamer, Douglas and Sandman. Sabu vs. 
Mikey, Taz vs. Jericho, Pitbulls and Dreamer 
vs. Bruises and lee, Dreamer vs. Lee, Raven vs. 
Douglas. 

ECWTV 29 Sabu vs VanDam, Douglas vs. 
Scorpio, Taz vs. Scorpio, Jericho vs. Mikey, 
Jericho vs. Scorpio, Eliminators and Lee vs. 
Dreamer and Gangstas. 

ECW TV 30 Brian Lee and Bruise Brothers 
ys. Dreamer and Pitbulls, Raven vs. Pitbull 2, 


‘VanDam vs. Mikey, Douglas vs. Pitbull 2, 
‘Sandman vs Richards. 


ECW TV 31 Jericho vs. Pitbull #2, Dreamer 
ys. Lee (Weapons Match), Gangstas vs. 
Eliminators, Sabu vs. VanDam, Eliminators vs. 
Sabu and Mikey, Jerico vs. Douglas vs, Pitbull 
#2 ys. Scorpio (4 Way Dance). 


ECW TV 32 Sabu vs 

Sandman vs. Richards, Eliminators vs. Okano 
and Yamada, Dreamer vs. Raven from Japan, 
Shane Douglas vs. Pitbull #2, and a 4-way 
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ECW TV 33 Doug urnas vs. VanDam, Taz vs. 
Dreamer, Lee vs. Terry Gordy (Bad Street 
Match), Dudley vs. Axl and D-von Dudley, 


ECW TY 34 Sabu and VanDam vs. Furnas 
and Kroffat (30 minute draw) Taz vs. Johnny 
‘Smith, Eliminators and Lee vs. Dreamer and 
Gordy and Steve Williams, Douglas vs. Pitbull 
#2, Lee and Richards vs. Dreamer and 
Sandman (Ultimate Jeopardy). 


ECW TV35 Jericho ys, Scorpio, Eliminators 
vs, Gangstas, Taz vs. Guido (Shoot Fight), 
Sandman ys. Scorpio, Douglas vs. Dreamer, 
Sabu and VanDam vs, Kroffat and Furnas. 


ECW TV 36 ECW Royal Rumble, Douglas 
and Francine vs. Dreamer and Beulah, Taz vs. 
VanDam, Raven ys. Mikey, Raven v, Sandman, 
Candito vs. VanDam. 


ECW TV 37 Gangstas vs. Morton and Rich, 
Rayen vs. Sandman (Texas Death Match), 
Raven ys. Sandman (Hair vs. Belt), Raven vs. 
Steve Williams, Funk ys. Brian Lee, 


ECW TV 38 Funk vs. Tommy Rich, Sabu and 
VanDam vs. Eliminators (Tables and Ladders), 
Dudleys vs. Gangstas, Funk and Dreamer vs 
Lee and Raven, Lance Storm ys. Balls 
Mahoney. 


ECW TV 39 Taz vs. VanDam, Funk vs. Brian 
Lee, Balls vs. Sandman (Twice), Funk vs. Axl 
Rotten, Sabu vs. Spike Dudley, Raven and 
Shane vs. Dreamer and Funk, Great Sasuke 
and Hamada and nanina vs Taka and Men’s 
Tech and Dick Togo (Mithinoku Pro G-Man). 


ECW TY 40 Preview of “Barely Legal”, 
Eliminators vs. Dudleys vs. Gangstas (3 Way 
Dance), Video clips of “Barely Legal”, Rob 
Van Dam ys, Pitbull #2, and the Evolution of 
Mr. Monday Night. 


ECW TY 41 Gangstas vs. Dudleys vs. 
Eliminators (3 Way Dance), Bam Bam 
Bigelows return to ECW, Rude’s debut as TV 
commentator, Sabu and Van Dam vs. Taz and 
Candito, Dreamer vs. Spicolli, Sandman vs. 
Balls, Raven and Richards vs. Funk and 
Dreamer. 
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Behind the 
Dressing Room 
Door 


by Dave Rosenbaum 


dear readers, | nearly did some- 

thing terribly rude and inconsider- 
ate. | very nearly crossed over the 
boundaries of decency into an area 
in which no thinking and feeling 
person should wander. Fortunately, 
Publisher Stu Saks, who has 
always been my mentor, my voice 
of reason, kept me from making 
this awful mistake. In fact, he not 
only kept me from making the mis- 
take; he forbade me from making 
this mistake. 

The theme of this column was 
going to be The Purgatory Com- 
puter Tournament. 

It was to be a takeoff on the 
Computer Tournament in this 
issue, and all of the combatants 
were going to be wrestlers who 
had died over the past 15 years. 

The roster of combatants was 
going to be impressive: David, 
Chris, Mike, and Kerry Von Erich. 
Brian Pillman. Bruiser Brody. Gino 
Hernandez. Dino Bravo. Eddie 
Gilbert. Adrian Adonis. John 
Studd. Crusher Blackwell. 

“You can’t do that,” Saks 
admonished me. “It’s in poor 
taste.” 

“Look, Stu,” | said. “The idea of 
the tournament isn’t to ridicule 
these people. It’s to point out how 
many great wrestlers we've lost. 
Look at the list. Imagine if we still 


HAVE A CONFESSION to make, 
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had all the Von Erichs. Imagine if 
Brian Pillman and Eddie Gilbert 
were alive today. Can you imagine 
Bruiser Brody in ECW? He would 
have been incredible. It's sad, Stu, 
really sad.” “ 

“| don’t care,” Stu said. “It’s in 
poor taste.” 

So | thought about it and made 
a decision. Stu was right. The idea 
was in bad taste. | wasn’t going to 
press the issue any further. There 
will be no Purgatory Computer 
Tournament this or any other year. 
The idea, excuse my choice of 
words, is dead. 

But there is this truth: Wrestling 
has lost a lot over the past 15 
years. Add to the list wrestlers 
who have lost their careers to 
injuries, like Magnum T.A. and 
Rick Steamboat, and you can see 
how much it has lost. | can think of 
no other sport in which so many 
top stars have either been serious- 
ly injured or died. 
Wrestling has suffered 
some terrible losses. 
And, unfortunately, it is 
sure to suffer more. 

Who knows? Maybe 
instead of Bret Hart vs. 
Shawn Michaels, the 
finals of the 1998 InsipE 
WRESTLING Computer 
Tournament would have 
featured Gino Hernan- 
dez vs. David Von 
Erich. We would have 
introduced them as two- 
time WWF World cham- 
pion Gino Hernandez 
and three-time WCW 
World champion David 
Von Erich, because 
there's a good chance 
these two men would 
have gone on to such 
greatness. 

Instead, they died 
well before their time. 

Eddie Gilbert. What a 
talent. Dead. Before his 
time. 

The Von Erich family. 
Incredibly talented. 
Incredibly burdened. 


Fritz Von Erich, the father, died 
this year, and now only Doris, his 
ex-wife, and Kevin remain. 

Bruiser Brody. Murdered in a 
shower room in Puerto Rico. Sure, 
if he was alive today, he’d be a 
wrestler on the decline, but he was 
such a battler and such an intense 
brawler that it’s easy to imagine 
him winning titles in ECW and still 
drawing huge crowds in Japan. 

Brian Pillman. His death was so 
recent that it’s hard to think of him 
as gone. 

And how about Andre the 
Giant? What if he hadn't suffered 
from a genetic deformity? What if 
his heart had been stronger? 
Would we still have him? Would 
he still be near the top of his 
game? The answer to the last 
question is probably not, but it 
would have been nice if we at 
least had Andre around and doing 
something related to wrestling. 

(Continued on page 74) 


. a ““o 
Eddie Gilbert (applying a sleeperhold on Jerry 
Lawler) is one of the many young superstars the 
sport has fost during the last 15 years. 
Unfortunately, Rosenbaum notes, there will likely 
be more untimely losses. 
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(The opinions expressed in “The 
Insider” are those of Brandi Man- 
kiewicz alone and do not necessar- 
ily reflect the opinions of anyone 
else on the staff of this magazine.) 


CONSIDER GREAT great colum- 
nists like myself very lucky. We 
are allowed to express our opin- 
ions (no matter how acerbic or 
mean-spirited they may be) in a 
written forum as we sit comfortably 
behind our computer monitors. It 
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makes spewing my venom at those 
who besmirch the fine art of rule- 
breaking so much easier. 

Occasionally, though, | must ven- 
ture out to confront my subjects (col- 
umn, not royal). | am no stranger to 
confrontations, though my killer 
looks and captivating charm help 
me diffuse difficult situations. 

But coming face-to-face with 
Shawn Michaels, who has been a 
never-ending source of irritation for 
months, would require more of me 


than just being the perfect woman 
that | am. In this column and oth- 
ers, I've made it crystal-clear that | 
question his manhood, his sinceri- 
ty, and his outright dedication to 
tulebreaking. 

And | knew one day we would 
meet. 

So when Saks gave the assign- 
ment of interviewing DeGeneration 
X to a certain nameless writer/car- 
toonist who contributes frequently 
to this magazine, it was only by the 
purest coincidence that he 
(whoops) fell ill. Ever the team 
player, | volunteered to fill in for the 
sickly scribe. 

“You're nuts,” Stu spat when | 
made the offer. “Michaels knows 
how you feel. I'm sure he reads the 
column. | don’t think we'd accom- 
plish anything. It's a disaster wait- 
ing to happen.” 

He was right. Nothing good 
could come from a meeting 
between Michaels and me. Unable 
to produce one good reason why | 
should be given the job, | resorted 
to the next best thing—a combina- 
tion of whining and pestering that 
didn't cease until the boss gave in. 

Before long (boy, Saks is really 
losing his edge!), | was off to face 
the Wizard of Odd. | have to admit, 
it was all | could do to maintain my 
professional demeanor as | giggled 
while driving off to confront my 
punching bag. 

| arrived at the makeshift offices 
of DX just in time for the one-on- 
one. | walked in to the darkened 
lobby that was illuminated only by a 
defective fluorescent light. No 
receptionist, but that was no shock. 
Who would want to work for such a 
group? 

“Hello?” | called out. 

“Anderson, did we have a little 
operation since the last time we 
met?” Michaels called out from his 
corner office, oblivious to my identi- 
ty. “Or did someone take offense at 
your so-called artistic ability?” 

“Neither,” | responded, walking 
into the doorway of Michaels’ spa- 
cious office. “Brandi Mankiewicz. | 

(Continued on page 76) 
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Assignment 


By Liz Hunter 


HILE THIS ISN'T the col- 
umn about nothing, it 
sure comes close. Just 


something on my brain as it 
relates to professional wrestling’s 
big picture. But before | go on, 
allow me to provide access to you, 
the fans. | am officially online. Yes, 
| have joined Stu, Bill, Steve, and 
that other chick. | can be reached 
at LizPWI@aol.com. But enough 
about me ... 

While I’ve observed this trend 
over the past few years, | haven't 
sat down to analyze the where- 
fores and whys of professional 
wrestling’s resurgent popularity. 

Cable ratings are going through 


The set of WCW Monday Nitro has become a familiar sight to wrestling fans over the last two-plus 
years. Wrestling as a whole has become more popular during that time, and WCW can take a lot of 
the credit for that. 
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the proverbial roof, wrestlers are 
appearing on mainstream televi- 
sion, and fans are packing arenas 
around the country. Don’t look 
now, but wrestling is approaching 
the level of popularity it enjoyed in 
the mid-’80s. This time, however, 
pro wrestling has arrived by an 
alternative route: WCW. 

So how does WCW do it? Like 
everything else it has done, WCW 
has made its impact slowly and 
quietly, this time with one goal in 
mind: to get recognized as the 
number-one promotion in North 
America. People like Eric Bischoff 
would love to drive the WWF out 
of business, but for now they’re 


thinking something like, The com- 
petition can stick around, but they 
have to stay at the back of the 
bus. 

Yet the most remarkable aspect 
of WCW’s success, | think, has 
been its silence. Growth has been 
steady, but so silent that I’ve 
heard a lot people wonder out 
loud, “When did this happen ... 
and how?” 

Was it the genius of Eric 
Bischoff, or Ted Turner’s hefty 
bank account? It is a combination 
of the two. After all, what did 
Bischoff have that Bill Watts, Jim 
Herd, and Kip Frey did not? 
Apparently a lot. He was the man 
who convinced Turner 
that he could make 
WCW a stronger pro- 
motion than the WWE if 
he made a strong finan- 
cial commitment to the 
promotion. He did, and 
the results speak for 
themselves. 

But why rehash the 
past if the present is the 
real story? Week after 
week, WCW Monday 
Nitro makes the WWF's 
Raw Is War look like a 
second-rate show. It’s 
certainly far from a bad 
show, but to me, it just 
doesn't compare well to 
Nitro. As for those rat- 
ings, no matter who the 
WWF signs or how 
many times it airs Raw 
live, it cannot get a leg- 
drop up on the competi- 
tion. For more than 18 
eighteen months, WCW 
has creamed the WWF 
on Monday nights. 

The WWF’s only 

(Continued on page 77) 
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CAPSULE PROFILE 


CURT HENNIG| 


OW DO YOU summarize an 
iH 18-year career that has 

seen as many feuds, title 
reigns, controversies, and injuries 
as Curt Hennig’s has? After 
accepting Ric Flair’s offer 
to replace Arn Anderson 
as The Four Horsemen's 
enforcer this summer, 
Hennig shocked everyone 
by betraying Flair at Fall 
Brawl '97 and joining the 
NWO ... Came a long 
way from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, where he 
made his pro debut 
against Bill Howard in 
1980 ... The son of former 
AWA tulebreaker Larry 
“The Ax” Hennig, Curt 
started his career in the 
AWA, but joined the WWF 
in 1981 ... Never made 
much progress there and 
returned to the AWA in 
1985 and teamed with 
Scott Hall to beat Steve 
Regal and Jimmy Garvin 
for the AWA tag team 
belts on January 18, 1986 
(‘Still the best partner | 
ever had") ... Won the 
AWA World heavyweight 
belt from Nick Bockwinkel 
on May 2, 1987 ... Was 
voted Most Improved 
Wrestler in PWI's Achieve- 
ment ’87 Awards ballot- 
ing, but he refused to 
accept the award, claiming he 
deserved Wrestler of the Year 
honors (“I still believe that”) ... 
Lost the AWA title to Jerry Lawler 
on May 8, 1988, then returned to 


the WWE ... Started calling him- ' 


self “Mr. Perfect” in 1989 ... 
Defeated Tito Santana on April 23, 
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1990, to become Intercontinental 
champ, then lost the belt to Kerry 
Von Erich at SummerSlam 90 in 
Philadelphia ... Briefly managed 
by Bobby Heenan .,. Regained 
the I-C belt from Von Erich on 
November 19, but lost it again to 
Bret Hart at SummerSlam ’91 (“/'l/ 


Making his return to the sport after a nearly four-year 
absence, Curt Hennig was the runner-up for PW/ Comeback 
of the Year honors. With each match, he is coming closer to 
his peak form. 


avenge that soon enough") ... A 
nagging back injury, aggravated 
against Hart, kept Hennig from 
competing, but he remained 
involved by becoming executive 
consultant to Ric Flair in 1992. He 
also joined the WWF broadcast 
team (“TV ratings went through 


the roof’) ... As a fan favorite, he 
had a classic match with Bret at 
the 1993 King of the Ring tourna- 
ment and had exciting feuds with 
Shawn Michaels and Kevin 
“Diesel” Nash that same year ... 
Refereed the Lex Luger-Yokozuna 
WWF title match at WrestleMania 
X and disqualified Luger 
for putting his hands on 
him (“He was and is an 
idiot”) ... Helped Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley beat 
Marc Mero for the I-C belt 
in 1996, but left the WWF 
shortly thereafter 

Finally returned to the ring 
on July 13, 1997, at 
WCW's Bash at the 
Beach, where he celebrat- 
ed his WCW debut by 
walking out on tag team 
partner “Diamond” Dallas 
Page ... Seriously injured 
Flair’s face when he 
slammed the door of a 
steel cage on it at Fall 
Brawl (“Just made him a 
little uglier than he already 
was") ... Defeated Steve 
McMichael for the WCW 
U.S. title the next night ... 
Has been one of the most 
hated men in the sport 
since he betrayed Flair 
(‘Sorry, people, but | gotta 
do what's best for Curt 
Hennig") ... After beating 
Flair in several heated 
grudge matches, Hennig 
lost the U.S. belt to Page 
at Starrcade ... Displayed 
tremendous aerial and scientific 
ability early in his career, but the 
back problems have robbed him of 
some agility ... As a member of 
the NWO, he has shown that he is 
still a talented and dangerous ath- 
lete (“I will be for a long time to 
come”). Oo 
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: Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
W ere Are T ey has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month 


we will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 
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INTRODUCING THE OFFICIAL 
ECW HARDCORE HOTLINE 


Don’t dare call yourself a fan of ECW if 


Neen: | THE OFFICIAL ECW HOTLINE. : 


The ONLY hotline for HARDCORE fans! 
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NEWS FROM THE 


WASHINGTON, DC 
BY MATTHEW DUFFIELD 


CORRES: 
HULK HOGAN 
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After months of anticipation, Sting finally 
wrestled WCW World champ Hogan and defeated 
him in a controversial Starrcade match at the MCI 
Center. Sting showed little ring rust from his year- 
plus layoff as he controlled most of the match. At 
one point, though, Hogan pinned Sting and Nick 
Patrick made the three-count, but Bret Hart com- 
plained that the count was too fast. After kayoing 
Patrick, he restarted the match and took over as 
referee. Several minutes and one Scorpion 
deathlock later, Sting won when Hogan submitted. 

OTHER BOUTS: WCW cruiserweight champ 
Eddy Guerrero pinned Dean Malenko -.. Vincent, 
Scott Norton, & Randy Savage beat Ray Traylor & 
Rick & Scott Steiner ... Bill Goldberg pinned 
Steve McMichael ... Perry Saturn beat Chris 
Benoit ... “Buff” Bagwell pinned Lex Luger ... 
Dallas Page pinned WCW U.S. champ Curt Hennig 
to win the title ... Larry Zbyszko defeated Eric 
Bischoff (Bret Hart was the special guest referee). 
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ALEXANDRIA, VA 
BY JILL SHERMAN 


«gm 
JULIO SANCHEZ 


VS. 55 
STEVE CORINO ~ 


Sanchez overcame a knee injury to pin Corino 
for the IPWA light heavyweight title. Though both 
men are accomplished cerialists, the majority of 
the match was contested on the mat. Sanchez con- 
trolled most of this technical exhibition and kept 
Corino from gaining momentum. Once up and 
moving, though, Corino leveled Sanchez with one 
thunderous clothesline. Ten minutes later, the two 
men were still trading holds and moves. At one 
point, Sanchez injured his knee while kicking 
Corino, but Corino was unable to capitalize on this 
break. Sanchez surprised his opponent with a 
small package to win the title. 

OTHER BOUTS: CW. Anderson pinned Otto 
Schwanz ... Corporal Punishment defeated Ray 
Storm ... Joey Matthews pinned Shorty Smalls 
... Cueball Carmichael pinned Christian York ... 
“Wiseguy” Jimmy Cicero pinned Adam Flash .... 
King Kong Bundy defeated Big Slam by disqualifi- 
cation. 


HAMILTON, ONTARIO 
BY LARRY MILTON 


MARC MERO 
SCOTT TAYLOR 


The fans cheered as Mero and Sable made 
their way to the ring, and this incensed Mero, who 
eventually sent his valet back to the dressing room 
so the fans would focus on him. Once the action 
started, Taylor rocked Mero with a series of aerial 
moves, but Mero retaliated with a nice dropkick. 
Later, Sable returned and inadvertently distracted 
the referee. This allowed Mero to nail Taylor with 
a low blow, then finish him off with the “TKO.” 

OTHER BOUTS: The Disciples of Apocalypse 
defeated Los Boricuas ... WWF Intercontinental 
champ Rocky Maivia defeated Ken Shamrock 
after The Nation of Domination interfered ... 
Steve Austin & Dude Love beat DeGeneration X 
... The Undertaker defeated Goldust in a casket 
match ... Kane defeated The Headbangers in a 
handicap match ... Faaroog pinned Flash Funk 
-.. World tag team champs The New Age Outlaws 
beat The New Blackjacks ... Ken Shamrock 
defeated Rocky Maivia in a non-title match. 
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WRESTLING CAPITALS 


BREMEN, GERMANY 
BY ROCCI NUPIERO 


MARSHAL DUKE 


Os 
SAVIO VEGA 


Vega apparently didn’t like his chances of 
beating CWA champ Duke (a.k.a, Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese) fairly, so he smuggled a pair 
of scissors and a fork into the ring. After checking 
Vega’s pockets, however, referee Didier Gapp 
spotted the hardware and quickly confiscated it. 
For a while, the match was all Vega, who attempt- 
ed to finish Duke off with a series of spinning 
kicks. But Duke was able to fend off Savio long 
enough to use his “Trash Compactor” finisher and 
get the pin. > 

OTHER BOUTS: Tony St. Clair & Osamu 
Nishimura beat Robbie Brookside & Rhino 
Richards ... CWA middleweight champion Franz 
Schumann beat Doug Gilbert ... Ice Train beat 
Cannonball Grizzly by disqualification ... 
Masahiro Chono beat Christian Eckstein ... Ulf 
Herman beat Cryderman ... Ludvig Borga beat 
Tony Richardson by knockout in the fourth round 
of a boxing match, 
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SYRACUSE, NY 
BY JANIE HUNAN 


THE UNDERTAKER 
JEFFJARRETT 


Jarrett looked overmatched during much of this 
match, but he won after receiving “help” from 
Kane. Jarrett stunned ‘Taker with some punches 
early, but was soon felled by a legdrop. Later, just 
as Taker went to choke-slam Jarrett, the lights 
dimmed and Kane and Paul Bearer entered the 
ring. Kane choke-slammed Jarrett when Jarrett told 
him to attack Undertaker; thus Taker was disquali- 
fied. Afterward, Jarrett tried to apply a figure-four, 
but Undertaker choke-slammed him for his efforts. 

OTHER BOUTS: Taka Michinoku pinned Brian 
Christopher ... Los Boricuas heat The Disciples of 
Apocalypse ... Butferbean beat Marc Mero by dis- 
qualification in a boxing match ... WWF World tag 
team champs The New Age Outlaws beat The Legion 
of Doom ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley pinned Sgt 
Slaughter in a boot camp match ... WWF 
Intercontinental champ Steve Austin beat Rocky 
Maivia ... Ken Shamrock beat WWF World champ 
Shawn Michaels by disqualification. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA 
BY DAWN URBANI 


Because of a neck injury, Richards will proba- 
bly never compete again. If that is the case, at 
least he con always say he won his last ECW Arena 
match. He wasted no time in nailing Chetti with a 
power bomb, but Chetti rebounded and went for 
the win with a series of submission holds that 
Richards escaped by reaching the ropes. Chetti con- 
tinued his assault with a power bomb and a super- 
kick, then set Richards up for a moonsault, Chetti 
missed, however, allowing Richards to execute his 
own superkick and get the win, 

OTHER BOUTS: Tommy Rogers & Jerry 
Lynn beat Little Guido & Tracey Smothers ... 
Mikey Whipwreck defected Justin Credible... Al 
Snow pinned Paul Diamond ... Chris Candido & 
Lance Storm beat Ax! Rotten & B. Mahoney and 
ECW tag team champs Phil Lafon & Doug Furnas 
in a three-way dance to win the title ... Buh Buh 
Ray & D-Von Dudley beat John Kronus & New 
Jack ... Sabu & Rob Van Dam beat The Sandman 
& Tommy Dreamer. 
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Matt Brock's 


Harder than nails, 
veteran wrestling 
reporter Matt Brock 
has logged more 
miles covering 
wrestling than any 
other journalist. 
Every month Matt will 
travel to the sport's 
hotbeds, reporting 
everything he sees 
without fear or favor 
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Plain 
Speaking 


0 place to be in the 
Nite: The locals say 
it’s a beautiful town 
around Christmas, but this is 
Christmas, and I’m not seeing 
much beauty, just a lot of 
dead trees and cold 
people. Don’t know 
what Steve Austin 
was thinking when he 
ventured outside in 
this weather, but one 
day after he forfeited 
the WWF Intercon- 
tinental title to Rocky 
Maivia—then attacked 
Maivia and stole the belt 
right back—Austin took a 
walk outside in Durham and ended 
up tossing the belt into the river. 
Don’t know which river and don’t 
really care to ask. It was a river, 
and the way | see it, all rivers go to 
the same place: the ocean. If you 
don’t believe it, take a swim one 
day, and you'll find out for certain. 


STEVE AUSTIN 


The point here is that Austin’s 
gone a bit out of his mind by dri- 
ving his truck to the ring and just 
giving up the I-C belt like it was 
meaningless. There are some men 
who have worked all their lives and 
still have never come close to win- 
ning the Intercontinental title, and 
you can be sure that if they ever 
got there, they’d cherish it. They 
wouldn't give up the belt and they 
wouldn’t heave it into a river. 
Maybe Austin should get a hold of 
himself. He’s obviously not dealing 
with a full deck of cards. 


T= used to be a heckuva 
town, but then they knocked 
down all the old buildings 
and turned it into a shopping mall. 
Now it looks like every other sup- 
posedly revitalized city in the 
United States—like Cleveland and 
Baltimore—with a brand new 
restaurant every other block and 
plenty of those newfangled beer 
restaurants where 
you get to watch 
them making the 
beer. Who the hell 
wants to watch their 
beer being made? 
Beer is for drinking, 
not watching. They 
used to have a 
beautiful old base- 
ball stadium down- 
town—you might 
have seen it in the 
movie The Naturat— 
but then they 
knocked that down, 
too, and put up a 
new stadium that 
looks like every 
other minor league 
stadium in America. 
So now instead of 
having some char- 
acter, Buffalo is like 
any other city in the 
United States, only 
colder. Disco Inferno 
regained the WCW 
TV title from Perry 
Saturn here, and 
that brings up anoth- 
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DISCO INFERNO 


er point about Buffalo. It used to 
be a dead-solid National Wrestling 
Federation town. When the NWF 
met its demise in the late-’70s, the 
expansionist Vince Mc- 
Mahon Jr. and the WWF 
took control of the area 
(with the exception of one 
NWA card in 1989). Over 
the past few years, howev- 
er, the WWF's been losing 
the exclusivity of more and 
more cities. Take Washing- 
ton, D.C., for example. 
Used to be a solid WWF 
town. This year, WCW held 
Starrcade ’97 there. But more on 
that later. As for Disco Inferno, he 
won the belt in Buffalo, but he 
couldn't defend it in Baltimore and 
lost it to Booker T, one of the guys 
from Harlem Heat. Wonder if 
they’ll give Booker a chance to 
defend the belt in Harlem? That 
place doesn’t look anything like 
Cleveland or Buffalo. 
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tarrcade '97. This used to 
S: the biggest card on 

WCW’s yearly calendar, but 
now with a pay-per-view every 
month and Nitro every 
week—actually two live 
TV shows a week now— 
it’s almost impossible to 
tell one supercard from 
another. This used to be 
the card on which Ric Flair 
always defended the 
WCW World heavyweight 
title, but Flair didn’t com- 
pete this year because of 
an injury and, besides, 
he’s not even champion of 
anything anymore. Hulk 
Hogan was the WCW 
World champion, and he still 
should have been after 
Starrcade, because he cleanly 
pinned Sting in the center of the 
ring. One-two-three. No doubt 
about it, and anybody who 
accused referee Nick Patrick of 
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making a fast count just wasn't 
paying attention. Patrick’s count 
was not only fair, it was probably 
slow, and Sting wasn’t kicking out 
anyway. Then Bret Hart refused 
to allow the timekeeper to ring the 
bell, ordered the match started— 
not sure where he got the authori- 
ty, but he did it and got away with 
it—and threw Hogan back into 
the ring. Sting got the win by sub- 
mission and took the belt. Call ita 
tainted belt, because in my view, 
Hogan’s the champion. I’m no 
Hogan fan. Any regular reader of 
this space knows that. But fair is 
fair, and Hogan was done wrong. 


ot that | had any interest in 
IN eae a Long Island 

Wrestling Federation card, 
but I’d been on the road for a 
while and didn’t feel like 
wandering far from home. 
Besides, watching an 
independent card in a 
small arena every once in 
a while puts you back in 
touch with wrestling’s 
roots and makes you 
remember where it came 
from, before towns were 
rebuilt and champions 
threw belts into rivers. A 
team called The Power 
Company won the Long Island 
Wrestling Federation tag team 
title in a four-way match against 
The Pittsburgh Steel Team, Ace 
Darling and Devon Storm, and 
Rocky Shore and Mr. Grimm, and 
judging from how they reacted 
after winning, you knew they'd 
hold on to those belts for as long 
as possible, even if a Mr. Vince 
McMahon Jr. came along and 
ordered them to defend the belts 
against a team they didn’t want to 
wrestle. This whole newfangled 
wrestler thing is something I'll 
never understand. Maybe once 
every year, all the high-paid 
wrestlers should be forced to 
watch a small independent card, 
or maybe even wrestle on one. 
They’d realize how lucky they 
were. Oo 
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HE PREVIOUS YEAR was 

; an eventful one for Bret “The 
Hitman” Hart. He won and 

lost the WWF World heavyweight 
title. He defected from the federa- 
tion, escaping a 20-year contract 
that appeared to be ironclad, and 


KANE 
JEFF JARRETT 


KEVIN NASH 
DEAN MALENKO 


SHAWN MICHAELS 


KENSUKE SASAKI 


ROB VAN DAM 
ROCKY MAIVIA 
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joined WCW. At first, it looked as 
if Hart would become a member of 
the NWO, but appearances turned 
out to be false. At Starrcade ’97, 
Hart helped Larry Zbyszko retain 
control of Nitro for WCW, then 
helped Sting defeat Hulk 


=.\ Hogan for the WCW 
World title. 
It was quite a year for 
Hart. 


If our computer has 
any powers of prog- 
nostication, 1998 should also be 
quite a year for Hart. 

We drew that conclusion from 
our /nside Wrestling Computer 
Tournament, the only place in the 
world where wrestlers from all fed- 
erations battle each other in a no- 
disqualification, no-countout format 


for world wrestling supremacy. This 
is where the true world champion is 
crowned. Accept no substitutes. 

Okay, so maybe we're getting 
carried away. But if the WWF and 
WCW are going to battle each 
other on Monday night TV, 
shouldn’t they battle each other in 
the ring, too? 

The Computer Tournament is 
wrestling in its purest form. Man vs. 
man. A clear-cut winner in each 
bout. Best of seven series. Sixteen 
wrestlers. Talent vs. talent. May the 
best man win. It’s a world in which 
the most notorious rulebreakers 
cannot benefit from outside inter- 
ference, because there are no 
managers at ringside, no team- 
mates, no bought-off referees, no 
impostor Stings. 
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For this year’s tournament, we 
used an IBM-compatible computer 
with a Pentium 233 MHZ central 
processing unit. From there, we 
added 128 megs of RAM, packed 
in a fast hard drive with four gigs of 
storage, and used the updated 
Windows 95 for Workgroups oper- 
ating system. Then we handed 
over this very high-priced toy to 
our resident computer expert and 
told him, “Remember that program 
you wrote last year? Make it bet- 
ter.” 

Guess what. He did. 

The program takes into consid- 
eration every possible factor: 
records, quality of opposition, sta- 
mina, offense, defense, scientific 
skills, ability to adjust to opponents, 
injury history, head-to-head history, 
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COMPUTER TOURNAMENT 1998 


and even factors in injuries suf- 
fered earlier in the tournament. 

All matches were held at neutral 
sites. 

For the 1998 Inside Wrestling 
Computer Tournament, we chose 
16 of the finest wrestlers in the 
world: defending champion Kevin 
Nash, Shawn Michaels, Bret Hart, 
The Giant, Rob Van Dam, Eddy 
Guerrero, Shane Douglas, Lex 
Luger, Kane, Jeff Jarrett, Kensuke 
Sasaki, Dean Malenko, Rocky 
Maivia, Steve Austin, Curt Hennig, 
and The Undertaker. 

All of last year’s first-round 
losers were ruled ineligible this 
year: Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Chris Benoit, 
“Diamond” Dallas Page, Kenta 
Kobashi, Flash Funk, and Scott 


QUARTERFINALS 
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Hall. We took into consideration 
that Sting is the WCW World cham- 
pion, but decided against allowing 
him into the tournament. The previ- 
ous year’s winner, Kevin Nash, 
received an automatic bid. 

We programmed the computer 
to randomly select a bracket for a 
single-elimination tournament with 
best-of-seven match series; the 
matches were held at the rate of 
one per day in each round. 

Each match was fought to a 
submission or pinfall. There were 
no time limits. Traditional wrestling 
rules applied, although there were 
no countouts. 

It was a computer tournament 
that tested the imagination. A com- 
puter dream tournament. 

And now, let the games begin! 


FIRST ROUND 


SHANE DOUGLAS 
LEX LUGER 


EDDY GUERRERO 
BRET HART 


THE GIANT 
STEVE AUSTIN 


THE UNDERTAKER 
CURT HENNIG 
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KANE vs. 


JEFF JARRETT 


ur tourney opens with a 
O match that has never hap- 
pened in real life involving 
a wrestler, Kane, who is making 
his dream tournament debut. It's a 
classic dream matchup in this way: 
Kane has size and power, Jarrett is 
a traditional wrestler who depends 
upon his mat skills. A year ago, it 
would have been impossible to 
even consider Kane defeating 
Jarrett, but things have changed, 
Jarrett has lacked career stability. 
Kane has become one of the most 
improved wrestlers in the world. 
The series got off to a slow start 
as Jarrett and Kane decided to 
measure each other in match one. 
There was little action until the six- 
minute mark when Jarrett missed 
with a dropkick. That allowed Kane 
to whip Jarrett into the ropes, and 


Kane has stunned even Big Van Vader 
with his patented flying forearm from 
the second rope. Jeff Jarrett, who 
weighs 200 pounds less than Vader, 
was no match for these brutal, high- 
impact moves. 


28 


after a Jarrett leapfrog, Kane came 
back with a clothesline that 
momentarily stunned Jarrett. The 
Pace picked up as the WWF foes 
tried their best moves on each 
other. Kane missed with a flying 
clothesline and went face-first into 
a turnbuckle. Jarrett tried to set up 
Kane for a vertical suplex, but dis- 
covered that the larger Kane 
wasn't sufficiently weakened. 

The match ended at 11:15 with 
Jarrett climbing to the second rope 
for an aerial maneuver. But Kane 
got up, walked over to Jarrett, 
picked him up by the trunks, and 
dumped him onto the mat. Rather 
than use his trademark tombstone 
piledriver—The Undertaker’s trade- 
mark, too—he scored with an 
elbowdrop, then covered Jarrett for 
the pin. 

The pace picked up in match 
two. Jarrett controlled the action 
from the opening bell and had the 
lumbering Kane on the move. 
Kane made the critical mistake of 
chasing Jarrett, who missed with 
as many dropkicks as he scored. 
But Jarrett served his purpose by 
tiring Kane. With only four minutes 
gone, Kane was clearly exhausted 
and Jarrett had control. Kane 
missed with clumsy flying clothes- 
lines, knocking himself senseless 
when he landed throat-first on the 
rope, and submitted to Jarrett’s fig- 
ure-four. 

So the series was even, but 
Jarrett appeared to have the 
momentum. Kane had made a 
dumb mistake in match two and 
Jarrett had capitalized. But when 
Jarrett tried the same strategy in 
match three, Kane backed off. 


Jarrett uses a headlock here, but he 
rarely had the opportunity to apply one 
on Kane. He was, however, able to use 
his speed to dodge Kane a few times. 


Jarrett spent the first two minutes 
going after Kane, and Kane spent 
the first two minutes avoiding con- 
tact. Jarrett got frustrated. He didn’t 
know what to do. Then Jarrett 
made the mistake of lunging after 
him. Kane caught him cleanly, then 
choke-slammed him to the mat. At 
4:15, match three ended in a pinfall 
victory for Kane. 

Now Kane knew what to do and 
Jarrett had no idea. Jarrett tried the 
same strategy in match four, but 
again Kane backed off. He won 
again, this time with a tombstone 
piledriver after only 3:58. And in 
match five, a desperate Jarrett 
made desperation mistakes. Kane 
won again, this time at 8:18, follow- 
ing a choke-slam. 

Kane wins the series, 4-1. 
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KEVIN NASH v 


DEAN MALENKO 


ROUND 


alk about your classic 
matchups of power and size 
vs. skill, Nash, formerly 
known as Diesel, is 7’, 356 pounds. 
Malenko, the former WCW cruiser- 
weight champion, is 5’9”", 216 
pounds. Nash relies on power, a 
crippling “jackknife” power bomb, 
and the interference of the NWO. 
Malenko, “The Man Of A Thousand 
Holds,” is a master of wrestling sci- 
ence. But can he beat the big man? 
And can he beat the big man at 
his best game, which is computer 
tournaments? Nash was last year’s 
winner, beating Shawn Michaels in 
the finals. That's why Nash was an 
overwhelming favorite to win this 
first-round matchup. 
But Malenko wouldn’t make it 
easy for him. And in the world of 
computer tournaments, there is no 


Kevin Nash’s 356 pounds come crash- 
ing down on Lex Luger’s neck and 
shoulders. Dean Malenko, a cruiser- 
weight, was even more vulnerable to 
this kind of onslaught. 
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such thing as interference by the 
NWO. 

Malenko wanted to keep Nash 
on the run, but he also knew getting 
too close made him vulnerable to 
the power bomb. So Malenko 
attacked in quick strikes, going after 
Nash's legs and, occasionally, his 
back. Malenko’s strategy wasn’t to 
keep Nash moving around the ring, 
as much as it was to keep him mov- 
ing in circles. We should note that 
Nash's surgically repaired knee was 
taken into account by the computer, 
and Malenko used that “knowledge” 
to attempt several leg takedowns. 

Malenko won the first match 
using just that strategy. Nash, mind- 
ful of his injured knee, spent so 
much time trying to protect it that he 
left himself vulnerable in other 
areas. Malenko scored with a high 
dropkick to the chest, then when 
Nash chased after him, took out 
Nash's good leg. With Nash down 
on the mat—and his size advantage 
nullified—Malenko went in for the 
kill. He landed three straight knee- 
drops on Nash’s bad knee, then 
scored with his patented “Texas 
cloverleaf” finisher. Match one, 
shockingly, went to Malenko. 

But the defending computer 
champion would not go down quiet- 
ly and came out for match two with 
renewed energy and determination. 
Malenko, realizing Nash was an 
angry wrestler, didn’t go after him 
this time—and that might have cost 
him the match. Malenko had to be 
the aggressor, but this time he 
wasn’t. Once Nash got his hands on 
him, the match was over. Nash 
dropped him with a series of lefts 
and rights, then floored him with a 


Malenko had a difficult time bending 
Nash's long legs into a “Texas clover- 
leaf." When he finally did, though, it 
worked like a charm. 


big boot to the face. With Malenko 
down, Nash choked him with the 
heel of his right foot, then picked 
him up and dropped him throat-first 
onto the top rope. Malenko was suf- 
ficiently weakened, and Nash 
dropped an elbow into his gut to fin- 
ish off the match, via pinfall, at 4:38, 

From that point on, it was all 
Nash. He used his “jackknife” power 
bomb to win match three at 8:32. 
Malenko had three two-counts on 
Nash early in match four, but 
couldn’t finish the job, and Nash 
reversed a small package into a pin- 
fall victory at 6:35. Malenko attempt- 
ed a belly-to-belly suplex too early in 
match five—Nash wasn’t nearly 
weak enough—and Nash simply 
broke the hold, turned around, and 
power-bombed him to the mat. 
Malenko lasted another five min- 
utes, but a choke-slam won the 
series for Nash at 9:41. 

Nash wins the series, 4-1. 
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SHAWN MICHAELS v 


KENSUKE SASAKI 


n American superstar vs. a 
Arison superstar. It’s a 

classic matchup in an offbeat 
sort of way. Michaels, in addition to 
his tremendous aerial skills, can 
kick and punch his way through a 
match. Sasaki is a supremely tal- 
ented martial arts wrestler and the 
IWGP heavyweight champion. 
Michaels is the WWF World cham- 
pion, and last year he reached the 
finals of the Computer Tournament 
before losing to Kevin Nash. 

Both men came out strong. 
Sasaki scored with a series of arm 
takedowns, while Michaels used 
tights and lefts on Sasaki’s chest. 
Michaels often begins his matches 
by kicking and punching and saves 
the aerial stuff for later. In this case, 
Michaels wanted to see how he 
would fare against Sasaki in close 
quarters. 

This bout produced some fasci- 
nating interplay and counter- 
wrestling. Often, a takedown attempt 


Would WWF world champion Shawn Michaels be better 
served by goading the high-flying IWGP champ Kensuke 
Sasaki into a brawl? 
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by Sasaki would 
result in a brilliant 
takedown by Mi- 
chaels, of Michaels 
would attempt a 
standing dropkick 
only to be met— 
heel-to-heel—by a 
Sasaki dropkick. The 
wrestlers spent 
much of the opening 
match - mirroring 
each other, in an 
incredible, “any- 
thing-you-can-do-I- 
can-do-better” dis- 
play of moves. 
Sasaki won the first 
match after drop- 
ping Michaels with a 
series of dropkicks. 
The Heartbreak 
Kid bounced back in match two, 
just when it appeared Sasaki would 
take a commanding 2-0 lead. 
Michaels seemed sluggish for the 
first six minutes but 
twice kicked out just 
before three on pin 
attempts. With nine 
minutes gone, Mi- 
chaels could have 
gone for a superkick, 
but he knew Sasaki 
wasn’t sufficiently 
weakened. Instead, 
he worked over Sa- 
saki with kicks and 
punches, felled him 
with a clothesline, 
then scored with an 
elbow drop from the 
second rope—not the 
top rope; the risk was 
too great. With 17 


Sasaki’s aerial prowess is captivating, but INsiDE 
WRESTLING’s computer says Michaels can match the IWGP 
champ leap-for-leap. 


minutes gone, Michaels executed a 
superkick and scored the pin that 
evened the series. 

Sasaki took the third match with 
an easy pin after Michaels missed a 
superkick and landed painfully on 
his side. 

Down 2-1, Michaels was patient 
in match four and finally won after 
nailing a piledriver to even the 
series once more. He won match 
five—a 25-minute war—by wearing 
down Sasaki. Ultimately, Sasaki’s 
one-dimensional martial arts 
assault came up short against 
Michaels’ diverse attack. HBK won 
the series after only nine minutes of 
match six when a frustrated Sasaki 
missed on three consecutive drop- 
kicks. This time, Michaels took 
advantage of Sasaki’s mistakes 
and scored the pin to win the series. 

Michaels wins the series, 4-2. 
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ROB VAN DAM vs. 


ROCKY MAIVIA 


ROUND 


Rob Van Dam’s agility makes his martial arts 
kicks even more formidable. Opponents, 
regardless of shape or size, find this to be a 
very difficult style to combat. 


his wasn't exactly the highest 
profile match of the opening 
round, but it was interesting 
nonetheless because both men 
have so much talent. 

Van Dam, who wandered from 
federation to federation in 1997, 
has so many moves that he could 
have saved a bunch for the WWF, 
a bunch for ECW, and a bunch for 
WCW, and never used the same 
move twice in any of the three. 
Maivia, the WWF Intercontinental 
champion and self-proclaimed 
leader of the Nation of Domination, 
likes to get close to his opponent 
and score with power moves. 

Of all the opening-round match- 
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ups, this series had the most 
potential to go the distance. We 
weren't disappointed. 

The pace was fast in match 
one. Van Dam responded to the 
opening bell with a series of drop- 
kicks, and Maivia, rather than 
backing up after impact, came 
right after Van Dam. Both men 
wrestled as if they had something 
to prove. Van Dam, one of two 
ECW entrants in the tournament 
(Shane Douglas was the other), 
never relented and attacked 
Maivia from every angle. He 
scored and missed equally, but 
the hits did their damage, and 
Maivia couldn't get started. Van 
Dam won match one following a 
spinning savate kick that floored 
‘The Rock” and setup the pin. 

Maivia came out strong in 
match two, but Van Dam came 
out stronger. There was purpose 
behind every move, 
and each time Maivia 
tried to overpower 
him, Van Dam came 
up with something 
new. He'd follow a suc- 
cessful dropkick with a 
forearm smash, a leg- 
drop with a kick to the 
face. Van Dam’s flexi- 
bility emerged, as did 
Maivia’s frustration. 
Van Dam won match 
two following a split- 
legged moonsault and 
had a 2-0 lead. 

But Maivia wouldn't 
give up. In match 
three, he was the ag- 
gressor and wrestled 
like a desperate man. 


He smartly backed away from Van 
Dam’s dropkicks and didn’t go near 
the ropes. Maivia’s goal was to 
keep the match in the center of the 
ting, and he succeeded. It was a 
winning strategy for Maivia who 
won via a Boston crab. Maivia won 
by a swinging neckbreaker in 
match four. Suddenly, the series 
was even. 

Van Dam won match five. Maivia 
won match six. And match seven 
was a marathon. It lasted 35 min- 
utes and featured 15 two-counts, 
nine by Van Dam and six by 
Maivia. Finally, with both men near 
exhaustion, Van Dam took a 
chance. He climbed to the top rope, 
and flipped twice through the air 
before scoring with a moonsault. 
Maivia, motionless throughout the 
move, collapsed to the mat, and 
Van Dam scored the pin at 35:10. 

Van Dam wins the series, 4-3. 


Rocky Maivia is one of those few competitors who is 
larger and faster than most of his opponents. He still 
had a size advantage over Van Dam, but his speed was 
negated. 
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Shane Douglas will use anything to win a match: PS 
chairs, tables, or closed fists. Lex Luger came pre- tO hit him ... 


pared for wrestling, not barroom brawling. 


GC an sheer desire be factored 
into a computer tournament 
match? Can we measure 
how much ECW champion Shane 
Douglas would want to beat a long- 
time WWF and WCW superstar 
such as Lex Luger? 

Unfortunately, we can’t. Some 
intangibles are simply too intangi- 
ble. They can’t be measured. So in 
this fascinating first-round bout, we 
have matched skill vs. skill, power 
vs. power, size vs. size. The better 
man will win. 

Luger’s torture rack is one of the 
most feared finishing maneuvers in 
the world, but remember: Douglas 
wrestles in ECW, where every 
wrestler is feared and the ability to 
endure pain is necessary for suc- 
cess. As for Luger, his loss to 
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Marcus “Buff” Bagwell 
at Starrcade ’97—and 
other losses to Bagwell 
by DQ—indicate the 
beginnings of a slump 
after a career-year ’97. 

Douglas, the talent- 
ed mat veteran, opened 
match one with a 
patient game plan and 
waited for Luger to 
come to him. That’s 
exactly what happened. 
Luger, displaying very 
little patience, attacked 
Douglas and ham- 
mered him with a series 
of forearms, but they 
had little effect on the 
ECW star, who covered 
up and allowed Luger 
on the 
elbows! 

Luger whipped Doug- 
las into the ropes and prepared for a 
clothesline using his surgically 
repaired—and loaded—forearm, 
but Douglas ducked underneath. 
Luger tried again, but Douglas 
ducked underneath again. After the 
third time, Luger realized this just 
wasn’t working, but by that time he 
was dazed and frustrated. 

This pattern would play out dur- 
ing the entire series. Luger con- 
nected with four consecutive thun- 
derous powerslams to win match 
one. But Douglas showed even 
more patience in match two and 
converted a missed clothesline by 
Luger into a belly-to-back suplex for 
the pin at 11:32. In match three, 
Douglas tested Luger's stamina, 
and Lex came up short. A 25- 
minute marathon had Luger labor- 
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FIRST 


ing through the final five minutes 
and Douglas won by pinfall. 
Douglas opened a 3-1 lead in 
match five when he took advantage 
of a mistake by Luger at the five- 
minute mark and belly-to-bellied 
him for the win. 

Luger showed tremendous 
determination, winning matches 
five and six despite a combined 14 
two-counts by Douglas. But in 
match seven, Douglas used his 
accumulated knowledge from the 
first six matches, ducked under a 
clothesline with eight minutes 
gone, got up from a bodyslam that 
was rendered ineffective when 
Luger slipped, then scored with an 
elbow off the second rope for the 
pin at 9:50. 

The ECW star had beaten the 
WCW star. 

Douglas wins the series, 4-3. 


Luger relied on headlocks and other 
such holds in his matches against 
Douglas. But Douglas proved he had 
even more stamina than Luger. 
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EDDY GUERRERO v 


BRET HART 


ddy Guerrero, the former 
- WCW cruiserweight champi- 

on, is a Computer Tourn- 
ament rookie. Last season, Bret Hart 
beat Chris Benoit in the first round 
and lost to The Giant in the second 
round. Here, the former WWF World 
champion would be tested against 
‘one of the finest daredevil wrestlers 
in the world. 

Guerrero, at 5’8” and 221 
pounds, but has a killer instinct and 
is fearless. Hart is 5°11” and weighs 
235 pounds, but is much more pow- 
erful than Guerrero. He is also older 
and has been injured far more often. 
Guerrero is mostly an aerial wrestler. 
Hart is mostly a mat wrestler. But 
both men can mix it up and have 
beaten all types of opponents. 

From the opening bell of match 
one, Guerrero established a fast 
pace. To end Guerrero’s offensive, 
Hart stepped onto the arena floor for 
a breather. That's when Guerrero 


Hart tries to immobilize larger foes by working on their knees or ankles. He at- 
tempts to ground aerial specialists by the same method. 


scored with a sensational flying 
bodypress that carried him over the 
top rope and struck Hart in the 
chest, carrying both men into the 
metal railing. Hart got the worst of 
that one, but Guerrero had unwit- 
tingly put himself into a bad posi- 
tion: on the floor with Hart. That's 
where Hart’s strength came in, and 
he pounded Guerrero with fore- 
arms to the face that opened a cut 
above Guerrero’s right eye. 
Guerrero didn’t seem to 
mind. With blood pouring down 
his face, he rolled back into the 
ring. As Hart was getting back 
in, Guerrero kicked him in the 
throat. It was a solid blow. Hart 
slumped over the ring apron 
.and Guerrero came down with 
an elbow that opened a cut on 
the side of “The Hitman’s” face. 
Hart crawled back into the ring. 


out of the way, Guerrero crashed 
to the mat, and Hart covered him 
for the pin. 

Having suffered an unlucky 
break, Guerrero never recovered 
from the match one loss. His hura- 
canrana wasn’t enough to put 
away Hart in match two, and Bret 
recovered to score with a vertical 
suplex, then apply his sharpshoot- 
er for a submission victory. Hart 
won by sharpshooter again in 
match three, before Guerrero sal- 
vaged a victory in match four via a 
successful frog splash. 

Guerrero had Hart on the run 
again in match five—both men 
were bloodied—and scored with 
four consecutive dropkicks. With 
Hart down, Guerrero climbed to the 
top rope for a moonsault ... and 
missed. Not that Hart got out of the 
way; Guerrero just missed, a rare 


When Eddy Guerrero competes against 
men like Ultimo Dragon, a high-flying 
spectacle will result. Mat wrestlers such as 
Bret Hart offer quite a different challenge. 


Guerrero climbed to the top 
rope and attempted his frog 
splash. Somehow, Hart moved 


event, and Hart easily covered him 
for the pin. 
Hart wins the series, 4-1. 
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THE GIANT vs. 


STEVE AUSTIN 


The Giant relies on his size and power to domi- 
nate his opponents. His computer match with 
Steve Austin would be no different. 


his is another contest that pits 
| two men who were successful 
in last year’s Computer 
Tournament. Austin lost to Kevin 
Nash in the quarterfinals and The 
Giant lost to Nash in the semifinals. 
The Giant is 7’4”, 430 pounds, and 
wrestles in WCW. Austin is 6’2”, 
241 pounds and wrestles in the 
WWF. They are two of the toughest, 
most ruthless wrestlers alive and 
will do anything to win. The Giant is 
more than just a big man. He has 
talent, too. And Austin is one of the 
best all-around wrestlers in the 
world. 

Austin likes to use the ropes, but 
knew that would be difficult against 
The Giant, who isn’t exactly easy to 
catapult. The series would come 
down to whether Austin’s kicks and 
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punches would have their 
intended effect on The Giant, 
who responds to kicks and 
punches the way a brick wall 
does to being struck by a 
hammer. 

And another question: 
Could Austin’s injured 
neck—which caused him to 
miss several months in 1997 
and nearly forced him into 
retirement—withstand The 
Giant's choke-slam? 

The Giant decided to find 
out in a hurry. Less than four 
minutes into match one, he 
pounded Austin’s shoulders 
with a series of thunderous 
chops, then reached out for 
Austin’s neck. Austin backed 
off, and The Giant only got a 
few fingers on Austin, but the 
message had been deliv- 
ered: “Austin, you're gonna 
have to watch your neck.” 

Things didn’t go well for Austin in 
match one. His attempt at a leg 
takedown didn’t budge The Giant. A 
sunset flip flopped. Austin pounded 
on The Giant's midsection, but his 
punches had no effect. The Giant 
laughed’in his face, then doubled- 
over Austin with a knee to the mid- 
section. 

Things didn’t go well for Austin 
in the entire series. The Giant 
finally scored with a choke-slam in 
the 12th minute of match one and 
dropped a knee to score the pin. 
Austin needed three minutes to 
get up. P 

Austin managed to use his 
“Stone-Cold stunner” after 20 min- 
utes of match two—he smartly wore 
down The Giant—and won to even 


FIRST 


the series. But The Giant’s choke- 
slam in the fifth minute of match 
three set up an early victory, and led 
to another win in match four. In 
match five, The Giant got overconfi- 
dent and tried a dropkick, which 
missed by about three feet. He 
crashed to the-mat, and Austin 
applied a sleeper for the pin. 

It was a temporary setback for 
the big man. He started match six 
by pounding on Austin, then slam- 
ming him to the mat. Then he plant- 
ed his big boot onto Austin’s neck. 
Then, with one boot already across 
the neck, he placed the other boot 
on Austin’s stomach, and now 
“Stone-Cold” was suffering under 
the pressure of 430 pounds. 

A choke-slam finished him off— 
believe it or not—at 3:16. 

The Giant wins the series, 4-2. 


Austin knows basic scientific wrestling, 
but often resorts to vicious elbow- 
smashes, punches, and kicks. This 
strategy didn’t work well for him when 
he faced The Giant. 
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THE UNDERTAKER v 


CURT HENNIG 


ROUND 


Smaller and more agile opponents are 
always tough for The Undertaker. Yet 
even they are usually planted by his 
tombstone piledriver. 


his was the question for the 

| Undertaker-Curt Hennig 

series: Could Hennig, the 

smaller mat wrestler with tons of 

experience and smarts, overcome 

the size of the 6’9”, 328-pound 
Undertaker? 

We'd find out in one of the best 
first-round series. 

The matches went about as we 
expected they would. The Un- 
dertaker is a notoriously slow starter 
who often doesn’t show his best 
stuff until he’s on the verge of 
defeat. Hennig likes to dictate the 
pace of a match. The problem for 
Hennig, however, was that The 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


Undertaker displayed incredible 
patience and refused to come to 
him. Hennig always had to go after 
The Undertaker. When Hennig 
didn’t mount an offensive, there was 
nothing happening at all. Just two 
men standing in the middle of the 
ring, measuring each other. 

Hennig tried to take down The 
Undertaker several times in the first 
10 minutes of match one, but 
Undertaker was an immovable 
object. Hennig also discovered that 
his stamina was meaningless 
against The Undertaker, who 
expends so little energy in a match 
that he can last for 30 or 40 min- 
utes. None of the matches lasted 
that long, but when Hennig took The 
Undertaker into the 20th minute of 
match.one, he should have been in 
control of the match. He wasn’t. And 
when The Undertaker decided to 
end it, he did, in the 22nd minute, 
when he effortlessly choke- 
slammed Hennig, then dropped an 
elbow for the pin. 

Trailing in the series, Hennig tried 
a different approach in match two 
and waited for The Undertaker. And 
waited. And waited. He kept waiting, 
then finally in the eighth minute, he 
went after The Undertaker’s legs 
and tripped him to the mat. Hennig 
planted an elbow in The Under- 
taker's stomach, then launched an 
assault on his face. As The 
Undertaker covered up, Hennig 
dropped an elbow in his gut, then 
turned him over for a variation of the 
“sharpshooter.” Shockingly, The 
Undertaker submitted. 

The Undertaker won match three 
with a clothesline/tombstone pile- 
driver combination. Hennig won 


match four after a beautiful vertical 
suplex. The Undertaker won match 
five with a choke-slam, then a 
bodyslam. Hennig won match six 
with a fisherman's suplex. 

The deciding match lasted 16 
minutes. Hennig controlled the first 
14 minutes. In the 15th minute, The 
Undertaker missed with a flying 
clothesline and crashed to the mat. 
Hennig decided to go for a figure- 
four leglock, but The Undertaker— 
now on his knees—grabbed him 
from behind, turned him around, 
and choke-slammed Hennig down 
on his knees, The effect of the blow 
tore through Hennig's knees, up his 
legs, and throughout his body. The 
Undertaker merely had to shove 
him to the mat, then cover him for 
the pin. 

The Undertaker wins the 
series, 4-3. 


Intensity and resiliency are two of Curt 
Hennig's best traits. He proved to be 
more intense than The Undertaker, but 
not quite as resilient. 
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KANE YS. 


KEVIN NASH 


SECOND 


Kane has made a point of targeting the 
biggest and the baddest. His Computer 
Tournament foe, Kevin Nash, certainly 
lived up to that billing. 


ash and Kane breezed 
N through their first-round 

matches against much 
smaller opponents. Now they get 
to meet each other for the first 
time. Advantage: Nash. Although 
he has never faced Kane, he 
wrestled The Undertaker—Kane’s 
supposed brother—several times 
in the WWF, At In Your House VI 
on February 18, 1996, Bret Hart 
defeated Nash—then known as 
Diesel—in a steel cage match 
when The Undertaker interfered. 
Six weeks later at WrestleMania 
XII, The Undertaker pinned 
Diesel. Nash left the WWF shortly 
afterward. 

In this contest, Nash had the size 
advantage, but it didn’t do him much 
good in the first two matches. Kane 
wrestled at a slow pace, attacking 
only when necessary and rarely 
when he wasn't attacked. It was an 
Undertaker-like game plan in which 
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Nash mostly countermoved and 
showed his best stuff when he got 
into trouble. With eight minutes 
gone in match one, Nash thought 
he had sufficiently weakened Kane 
to try a big foot, then maybe a 
power bomb. But Kane grabbed 
Nash’s foot, twisted his leg, then 
pushed him over the top rope and to 
the arena floor. It was a marvelous 
display of strength. 

Four minutes later, Nash and 
Kane exchanged a series of punch- 
es, then Nash kneed Kane in the 
midsection. The shot had no effect. 
Kane responded by hammering 
down on Nash with 
forearms, flooring him 
with a clothesline, then 
covering him for the 
pin. 

Kane won match 
two in a similar man- 
ner. He held off an all- 
out assault by Nash for 
10 minutes, then won 
via a tombstone 
piledriver. 

Desperate and fac- 
ing defeat, Nash picked 
up the pace a little in 
match three and won 
after Kane missed with 
a flying clothesline. He 
evened the series in 
match four with a quick 
victory. This time, Nash 
scored with a series of 
thunderous clotheslines 
that floored Kane, then 
used his “jackknife” 
power bomb for the pin. 

Nash worked over 
Kane’s face in match 


him, but Kane wouldn't bleed. Kane 
sent Nash flying over the top rope 
with a clothesline, then made the 
mistake of coming after him. Nash 
ran Kane into a metal post. Nash 
pulled a groggy Kane back into the 
ring, scored with a legdrop, then got 
the pin. And in match six, Kane 
allowed himself to endure too much 
punishment. With 13 minutes gone, 
Nash put Kane in a hold he doesn’t 
use very often—a sleeper. Finally, 
Kane passed out, and Nash fin- 
ished him off with a legdrop to win 
the series. 

Kevin Nash wins the series , 4-2. 


Nash can usually walk around the ring with his oppo- 
nent draped over his shoulder. Kane was a bit too 
five and tried to bloody heavy for that. 
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SHAWN MICHAELS v 


ROB VAN DAM 


ROUND 


artists, longtime superstar Shawn 

Michaels took on budding super- 
star Rob Van Dam in a series that 
promised plenty of action, plenty of 
high-risk maneuvers, and maybe a 
surprise or two. The surprise would 
come if Van Dam managed to win 
two matches—or even one 
match—against a much more wily 
opponent. A series victory would 
have been shocking. 

But Michaels has a way of being 
a little too cocky against supposed- 
ly opponents he’s favored against 
and he made the mistake of not 
taking Van Dam seriously in match 
one. In this series, Van Dam was 
playing the role previously played 
by The 1-2-3 Kid: The little guy, at 
6’, 227 pounds. The underdog. The 
man capable of taking advantage of 
his opponent’s mistakes. 


n a superb matchup of aerial 


Michaels made a mistake in 
match one. His mistake was 
assuming that Van Dam, who took 
a terrible pounding during the first 
three minutes, would give up with 
out a fight. He didn’t. Van Dam, 
with blood pouring down his fore- 
head after Michaels delivered 
seven lefts and eight rights during 
the first two minutes, refused to 
give in. When Michaels prematurely 
went for his superkick finisher, Van 
Dam quickly stepped out of the 
way. Michaels crashed to the mat 
and Van Dam wasted no time going 
in for the kill. Rather than attempt 
the high-risk split-legged moon- 
sault, he simply scored with a leg- 
drop, and covered Michaels for the 
pin. 

But Michaels didn't give in easily, 
either. He kicked out at three, 
stared up at Van Dam in disbelief, 


Shawn Michaels is not only an expert inside the ring, but also outside of it. Once 
Michaels overcame his own cockiness, he was able to use his superior savvy to 
outwit Rob Van Dam. 
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Van Dam knows how to legdrop a guy 
when he's down. Against Michaels, 
however, it was hard to tell if he was 
really down or not. 


and rolled out of the ring. 

It was a brilliant move by 
Michaels. A veteran’s move. A 
champion’s move. At that moment, 
he started taking Van Dam serious- 
ly and offered his best stuff: 
Dropkicks that were on target 95 
percent of the time. Swift legdrops. 
Intelligent pacing. A sharp elbow 
here and there, and a clothesline 
for good measure. Michaels knew 
he could overpower him. Van Dam 
tried to show his best stuff, but it 
wasn’t enough. With 14 minutes 
gone in match one, Van Dam got 
desperate and attempted a split- 
legged moonsault. He missed by 
five feet. 

Twenty seconds later, Michaels 
covered Van Dam for the match 
one pinfall. The rest of the series 
resembled match one. Van Dam 
gave his best, but it wasn’t enough. 

Shawn Michaels wins the 
series, 4-0. 
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SHANE DOUGLAS vs. 


BRET HART 


Shane Douglas always finds himself 
brawling in ECW. When he wrestled 
Bret Hart in our computer tournament, 
however, his scientific skills were on 
full display. 


CW champion Shane Doug- 
FE las upset Lex Luger in the 

first round. Former WWF 
World champion Bret Hart got 
past pesky Eddy Guerrero. 
Douglas faced another difficult 
test in the second round against 
yet another experienced and tal- 
ented superstar. For Hart, this 
would be another difficult test 
against an underrated wrestler 
with the ability to beat him. 

Match one was a lesson in pac- 
ing. It lasted 25 minutes, but at no 
time did either wrestler appear tired. 
Even in the final minute, when 
Douglas worked toward his victory, 
it never seemed as if Hart were 
ready to be pinned. From the start, it 
was clear this match would be won 
by one wrestler taking advantage of 
his opponent's mistake. 

In this match, the mistake was 
made by Hart, who tried to clamp 
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SECOND 


his sharpshooter on his fallen—but 
barely shaken—opponent. Douglas 
reversed the sharpshooter into a fig- 
ure-four leglock, then released the 
hold long enough to come down 
with an elbow into Bret's gut. He lift- 
ed Bret from the mat, executed a 
pretty belly-to-back suplex, and cov- 
ered Hart for the pin. 

Now the hunter was the hunted. 
The underdog had a 1-0 lead and 
Hart couldn't allow himself to fall 
behind 2-0. Douglas again tried to 
avoid Hart's early assault in match 
two, but Hart was relentless and 
stalked him into the corner. Hart 
can be a vicious wrestler, and he 
beat on Douglas, pounding his 
head into the turnbuckle, then 
exposing the turnbuckle and 
pounding Douglas again until blood 
poured from his mouth. 

Douglas, enraged by the sight of 
his own blood, tried to mount an 
offensive, but Hart wouldn’t give 
way. “The Hitman” floored Douglas 
with a clothesline. Then Hart rolled 
out of the ring, grabbed Douglas’ 


legs, and wrapped them around the 
ringpost for a figure-four. Douglas 
screamed out in pain, then Hart 
dragged him into the middle of the 
ring and applied the sharpshooter. 
Douglas endured for a minute, but 
finally he had to submit. The series 
was tied at 1-1. 

Hart used his sharpshooter at 
13:13 to win match three, again by 
submission. He won match four fol- 
lowing a vertical suplex at 16:18 that 
seemingly rattled the bones in 
Douglas’ body. Douglas came up 
big in match five, gallantly escaping 
from a sharpshooter at 11:20. He 
won with a belly-to-belly at 16:25. 

But Hart, the old pro, was a mas- 
ter in match six and controlled the 
pace from start to finish. Douglas 
tried to brawl with Hart, but Hart 
decided he didn’t want to brawl. 
Finally, after too many mistakes by 
Douglas, Hart used a vertical suplex 
to bring him down, then covered 
him for the pin. ‘ 

Bret Hart defeats Shane 
Douglas, 4-2. 


Hart grabs Goidust’s legs so he can execuie 4 figure-four around the metal turn- 
post. This move was also very effective againsi Douglas. 
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THE GIANT v 


THE UNDERTAKER 


ROUND 


hatever size advantage 
The Giant held, The 
Undertaker could match 


in superior agility. Could our com- 
puter program actually determine a 
winner between these two? Would 
it overload our Pentium processor? 

Match one was a huge test for 
our computer. The Giant chopped 
The Undertaker. The Undertaker 
laughed. The Undertaker chopped 
The Giant. The Giant laughed 
Then they just stared at each other, 

Suddenly, The Undertaker 


The Giant may be able to choke-slam 
Konnan with ease, but doing the same 
to The Undertaker is an entirely differ- 
ent matter. In their computer series, it 
was impossible. 
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grabbed The Giant's arm 
and began twisting it. He 
held on to The Giant's 
hand and climbed the 
tumbuckle. Then he start- 
ed scaling the top rope. 
That’s when The Giant 
yanked his arm back, 
forcing The Undertaker to. 
fall onto the ropes—the 
hard way. 

The Giant had been 
toying with him. The 


colossus pounded on The The Undertaker stops Bret Hart in his tracks with a boot 
Undertaker’s neck and _ te the face. A chair would have been very handy for The 


shoulders. Then his big 
right hand encompassed The 
Undertaker's throat. But wait! The 
Undertaker's cold hand wrapped 
around The Giant's esophagus. 
The Giant, however, had much 
more strength. Since he still wasn't 
able to execute a choke-slam, he 
opted for a DDT. It was a new 
move for The Giant, yet effective. 
He covered The Undertaker for the 
pin at 10:33. 

The Undertaker lunged after The 
Giant at the opening bell of match 
two. He pummeled the behemoth 
with left and right jabs. A slugfest 
ensued. After several minutes of 
brawling, The Undertaker whipped 
The Giant across the ring and met 
him with a flying forearm that 
knocked him completely off bal- 
ance. The Undertaker score the pin 
at 17:45, 

During match three, The Giant 
attacked The Undertaker and 
mauled him in the comer. He gave 
“The Man From The Dark Side” no 
breathing space whatsoever. The 
Giant used headlocks and bear- 
hugs to wear his man down. He 


Undertaker in his battle against The Giant. 


threw The Undertaker into the 
ropes and caught him with a stun- 
ning dropkick. At 8:21, The Giant 
pinned The Undertaker and took 
the lead, 2-1. 

The Undertaker worked on The 
Giant’s ankles throughout match 
four, forcing him to submit to a fig- 
ure-four leglock. With momentum 
on his side, The Undertaker defeat- 
ed The Giant with a bone-rattling 
vertical suplex in match five. The 
Giant came back with a piledriver to 
win match six. 

In all-important match, seven, The 
Undertaker worked on The Giant's 
legs. He used leglocks, tied them in 
the ropes, and sometimes just 
pounced on top of them—anything 
to keep The Giant immobilized. The 
Giant, in desperation, grabbed the 
front of The Undertaker’s trunks, cat- 
apulting him out of the ring. The 
‘Taker hit his head on the ring apron. 
He groggily crawled back into the 
ring, only to be met with a massive 
Giant clothesline. A Giant pin fol- 
lowed at 18:57. 

The Giant wins the series, 4-3. 
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Nash's strategy against Michaels was similar 
to what he recently used against Dallas Page. 
Yes, that meant choking, punching, and other 
roughhouse tactics. 


es, we have seen this match 
Y tri Many times before, 

in the WWF. Michaels and 
Diesel started out as friends, then 
best friends, then tag team part- 
ners. Twice, they won the WWF 
World tag team title. But at 
WrestleMania XI, Diesel used his 
“jackknife” power bomb to pin 
Michaels in 1995’s Match of the 
Year. Then they became friends 
again. Then enemies again. And in 
last year’s Computer Tournament, 
Nash defeated Michaels for the 
championship. 

The trademark of previous 
Nash-Michaels meetings: Nash, the 
brawler, often tried to show off his 
scientific ability, while Michaels, the 
aerial/scientific wrestler, often tried 
to show off his brawling ability. 
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SEMIF 


Neither man would let the 
other one-up him. But in this 
computer series, Nash and 
Michaels stuck to their 
strengths. Nash brawled, 
Michaels wrestled. 

Michaels was the better 
man in match one. He con- 
trolled the pace of the match 
and won at 15:32 with two 
dropkicks and a superkick. 
Nash won match two, but he 
paid the price when Michaels 
applied a figure-four for two 
minutes with eight minutes 
gone. Nash wouldn’t submit, 
but he limped through the rest 
of the match and finally won 
on a desperation move: a big 
foot to Michaels’ throat, then a 
power bomb. 

A fast-paced match three 
went to Michaels in 9:18. Nash 
won match four when he 
clamped a Boston crab on Michaels 
for three minutes, then tumed him 
over for the pin. Match five turned 
out to be the most important match 
of the series. Nash dominated the 
early going and punished Michaels 
with five bodyslams to the mat, but 
Michaels kicked out Nash's leg. 
Then the two battled on the mat. 
Nash got up and planted his foot in 
Michaels’ throat. Michaels, gasping 
for air, managed to reach the ropes 
and force a break. 

With 12 minutes gone, Michaels 
missed with a dropkick and 
crashed to the mat, where he held 
his knee in pain. Now both men 
were wrestling with injured knees 
and Nash tried to take advantage 
by turning over Michaels and 
bending his knee backward. But 


Michaels wouldn't relent and made 
the move of the series: He kicked 
Nash’s injured leg from under- 
neath him again and slapped on a 
figure-four leglock. Nash submitted 
at 15:33, 

Nash won match six by using a 
“jackknife” power bomb, but the 
defending champion went down to 
defeat in a 20-minute classic in the 
deciding match. There were 14 
two-counts, seven by each man, 
and finally a three-count when 
Nash backed into a Michaels 
superkick. Michaels scored the pin 
at 20:55 and reached the finals. He 
also avenged himself for his loss of 
the Computer Tournament crown to 
Nash last year. 

Shawn Michaels wins the 
series, 4-3. 


Shawn Michaels didn’t choose to use 
headlocks on Kevin Nash. He used 
dropkicks and flying forearms to wear 
down the big man. 
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BRET HART vs. 


THE GIANT 


INALS 


e figured the winner of this 
series would be the 
wrestler who could control 


the tempo. The Giant is usually the 
favorite in short matches. Bret Hart 
had the edge in long matches. 
That's how it played out. 

Going into the match, office odds- 
makers gave the nod to The Giant. 
After all, The Giant had defeated 
Hart, 4-2, in last year’s quarterfinals, 
leaving him unconscious in the ring 
after their final bout. 

True to form, The Giant was a 
menacing figure at the start of the 
first match and pounded Hart’s neck 
and shoulders with forearms, 
elbows, and chops. Hart, rather than 
fight back with kicks and punches— 
which would have played into The 
Giant's hands—tried to avoid The 
Giant’s clutches. He did so by mov- 
ing smartly, swiftly, and forcing The 


The Giant lowers the boom on Chris 
Benoit. Hart is similar to Benoit in 
terms of size, strength, and style. But 
Hart’s cunning allowed him to be more 
successful. 
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Giant to chase him. This 
tired The Giant, who after 
eight minutes was breath- 
ing heavily. His punches 
were less effective. 

The Giant clamped a 
nerve hold onto the top 
of Hart’s left shoulder 
and squeezed, but Hart 
ducked out of it. With 12 
minutes gone, The Giant 
was a spent wrestler, 
and with 15 minutes 
gone, Bret took down 
The Giant with chops to 
the chest, then applied 
his “sharpshooter.” The 
Giant submitted. 

After his first match 
defeat, The Giant was sure how to 
go about dealing with Hart's intelli- 
gence and technical skill. But he 
made a mistake by straying away 
from his own strengths. The Giant 
missed with a dropkick in the second 
minute and crashed to the mat. 

Hart was seconds away from a 
quick win, but The Giant rolled away 
from an elbowdrop. Then The Giant 
stood up and kicked Hart solidly in 
the midsection. Hart bent over in 
pain, and The Giant pounded on his 
back for over three minutes. With 
Hart down on the mat, The Giant 
easily lifted him by the throat, then 
dropped him to the mat for the pin. 

Now The Giant had the psycho- 
logical advantage, but the psycho- 
logical advantage would prove to be 
meaningless in this series. It meant 
overconfidence. The Giant reverted 
to his match one game plan and 
wore himself out again. Hart won via 
a bulldog at 14:53. The Giant won 
with another choke-slam in match 


Bret Hart would have jumped at the opportunity to 
use the steel steps or the security railing against The 
Giant outside the ring. But The Giant was too smart 
to be lured into that trap. 


four, then took a 3-2 lead when he 
nearly crippled Hart with a power 
bomb in match five. 

Again, the psychological advan- 
tage meant nothing ... Hart wore 
down The Giant for 20 minutes in 
match six and forced him to submit 
to a “sharpshooter.” The Giant had 
three two-counts in the first five 
minutes of match seven. Hart 
tolled out of the third two-count, 
then caught The Giant with a poke 
to the eyes. Enraged, The Giant 
chased after Hart, but tripped over 
his feet and landed throat-first on 
the top rope. 

Hart dragged him backward, then 
used the cornerpost to apply a fig- 
ure-four. The referee broke the hold, 
so Bret turned it into a “sharpshoot- 
er’ in the center of the ring. Instead 
of waiting for the submission, he 
tumed over The Giant and dropped 
an elbow onto his face. He got the 
pin at 7:38. 

Bret Hart wins the series, 4-3. 
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BRET HART vs. 


SHAWN MICHAELS 


== FINALS 


t WrestleMania XII on 
Awe 31, 1996, Shawn 
Michaels defeated Bret Hart 
for the WWF World title in a match 
that will never be forgotten. It was 
an “Iron Man” match in which the 
wrestler who scored the most pins 
in 60 minutes would be declared 
the winner. After 60 minutes of 
action, however, neither wrestler 
had a pin. Hart, the reigning WWF 
World champion, thought he had 
retained the title via a draw, but 
overtime was ordered, and 
Michaels pinned Hart 1:52 later for 
the belt. 
Hart vs. Michaels has been 
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wrestling’s classic feud of the 
1990s. They avoided each other 
for a year, then feuded through 
the middle of 1997. At Survivor 
Series '97, Michaels captured his 
third WWF World title when he 
used Bret’s move, the “sharp- 
shooter,” to score what could be 
the most controversial victory in 
wrestling history. Shortly there- 
after, Hart defected to WCW. 

The Hart-Michaels feud is over, 
at least for now. But it lived on in 
our Computer Tournament when 
these two outstanding wrestlers 
met in a best-of-seven series for 
the championship. It was 


Michaels’ third consecutive trip to 
the finals. Last year, he lost to 
Kevin Nash, 

Match 1: These familiar foes 
wasted no time tearing into each 
other as Hart pounded Michaels. 
with forearms and “The Heart- 
break Kid” responded with a knee 
to the groin. The match quickly 
degenerated into a brawl with both 
men forgetting their technical skills 
and tearing into each other like 
the bitter enemies they are. 
Michaels worked on Hart's bad left 
knee while Bret punished Shawn's 
back whenever he had the 

(Continued on page 47) 


The confrontations between Shawn Michaels and Bret Hart are now 
part of wrestling legend, whether those encounters have been 
impromptu matches (above) or sanctioned donnybrooks (left). 
Their computer bouts were just as wild. 
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On 


MICHAELS 


Computer 
Tournament 


98 Finalist 


Computer 
Tournament '98 


It’s almost time to panic for 
Shawn Michaels when Bret 
Hart starts to wrap him up in 
that “sharpshooter” of his. 
But then we all remember 
what happened the last time 
Shawn locked Bret in the 
“sharpshoote' That was 
one ugly night in Montreal 
last November. In any case, 
when Bret gets this painful 
hold cinched on tight in the 
middle of the ring, it’s tough 
to counter. And since there 
is no outside interference 
permitted in our tournament 
... Well, Shawn, sorry, but it 
just wasn’t your computer 
year. 


BRE HART 


Computer 
Tournament 


chance. After 10 minutes, 
Michaels was clutching his back in 
pain, while Hart was noticeably 
limping. Three minutes later, 
Shawn scored with his first drop- 
kick of the match, but he missed 
with his second and crashed to 
the mat. Hart scored with an 
elbowdrop, then finally clamped 
on his “sharpshooter,” and 
Michaels submitted. 

Match 2: More of the same, 
only more violent. For 15 minutes, 
it seemed as if Hart and Michaels 
were more interested in hurting 
each other than beating each 
other. Michaels scored with sever- 
al below-the-belt kicks, doubling 
over Hart, then lifted him for a 
piledriver. Hart couldn’t escape 
and felt the violent impact of head 
against mat. Michaels scored the 
pin. 

Match 3: Hart is bloodied early, 
but battles on. Michaels missed 
with a dropkick, but scores with 
the second. This momentarily 
stuns Hart, but Bret keeps coming 
at him. A vertical suplex, then a 
belly-to-back suplex, sets up a 
pinfall for Hart at 11:36. 

Match 4: The longest match of 
the tournament lasts 42 minutes 
and features 24 two-counts, 14 by 
Hart and 10 by Michaels. But 
Michaels gets the most important 
cover: a three-count after a spec- 
tacular superkick. 
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Michaels catches a 
breather by cinching a 
front chancery on Hart 
(above), but respites 
are brief when these 
two collide. Grabbing 
each other's hair and 
dishing out punish- 
ment are more their 
forte (right). 


Match 5: Mi- 
chaels escapes a 
“sharpshooter” at 
12:11. Hart avoids 
a superkick at 
14:22. Michaels 
gets caught in a 
“sharpshooter” 
again at 17:00, but 
escapes by reach- 
ing the ropes. Hart 
pulls him away from 
the ropes, then the 
enemies exchange 
punches on the mat. Michaels 
gets up and connects with a leg- 
drop, but Bret rolls out at two. The 
two men get up and catapult off 
the ropes. Michaels leapfrogs over 
Hart, who quickly turns and scores 
with a kick to Michaels’ face. The 
pin comes three seconds later. 

Match 6: Michaels turns the 
tables on Hart and wins by revers- 
ing Bret’s “sharpshooter” into one 
of his own. 

Match 7: Shocking. And shock- 
ingly quick. Michaels comes out 


strong and hits a few dropkicks in 
the opening minute. But, on a third 
attempt, twists his left ankle on 
landing. Hart quickly seizes the 
opportunity and works on the 
injured leg, then grabs Michaels’ 
bad ankle and twists. Michaels 
screams out in pain, but Hart 
keeps twisting. Michaels can’t 
take anymore. He submits at 3:14 
and Hart is declared the 1998 
Inside Wrestling Computer 
Tournament champion. 
Bret Hart wins the series, 4-3. 
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SCOTT HALL 
EMERGES 
FROM HIS 
OWN PRIVATE 


HELL 


When Scott Hall suffered an upset 
loss at the hands of Chris Jericho, 
he considered it one of the worst 
losses of his career. But, after a 
half-dozen sparring sessions with 
a mystery partner, Hall was ready 
to get back to basics 
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By Dan Murphy 


ILL SCOTT HALL ever 
learn? Too many times, 
Hall has let his arro- 


gance get the better of him. No 
one will soon forget how Syxx, 
then known as The 1-2-3 Kid, 
became an overnight sensation 
when he scored an upset victory 
over Hall on WWF Monday Night 
Raw in May 1998. And it was just 
a few months ago that Hector 
Garza pinned Hall in a shocker on 
WCW Monday Nitro. 

The hulking 6’8”, 290-pound 
Hall was humiliated by these loss- 
es to much smaller foes. Both 
times, though, he rebounded with 
convincing victories over the men 
who upset him. 

But Chris Jericho was different. 
When Jericho managed to put 
Hall down for a three-count on 
Nitro in November, the big man 
didn’t take the loss very well. 
Some say he considered it one of 
the worst of his career. 

Hall couldn’t stand the thought 
of yet another loss to a cruiser- 
weight. In fact, INSIDE WRESTLING 
has learned Hall went so far as to 
quietly hire a special sparring 
partner for his rematch against 
Jericho. This cruiserweight, who 
has remained anonymous, even 
mimicked Jericho’s aerial moves 
and solid mat style. Hall, you see, 
left nothing to chance. 

Why did Hall, who usually 
brims with confidence, take this 
loss so seriously? To answer this 
question, we tracked down Hall's 
mystery sparring partner. He 
reluctantly agreed to answer cer- 
tain questions if we agreed to 
keep his identity a secret. After 
all, he is vying for a full-time posi- 
tion with the NWO. 

“For the better part of the past 
two years, Scott has primarily 
been a tag team wrestler,” the 
anonymous source explained. “He 
loved teaming with Kevin Nash 
and all, but Scott still thinks: of 
himself as primarily a singles 
wrestler. After being away from 
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singles matches that long, you 
have a tendency to tire out more 
quickly because you’re accus- 
tomed to tagging out. 

“Scott’s a big guy, and he car- 
ties a lot of weight in the ring. A 
lighter, more streamlined wrestler 
can get a burst of energy and 
catch a bigger guy flat-footed if he 
gets sloppy due to fatigue. That’s 
exactly what happened to Scott 
against Jericho the first time.” 

But shouldn’t a man of Hall’s 
size be able to brawl his way to a 
quick victory over a competitor he 
outweighs by nearly 70 pounds? 

“He certainly could, but that’s 
not what Scott was after,” the 
source said. “In the WWF, Scott 
was Intercontinental champion 
four times. He wants a singles belt 
around his waist soon. He needed 
to get back in the habit of pacing 
himself against faster oppo- 
nents—guys just like Jericho. 
That's why he hired me.” 

Hall contacted the sparring 
partner the morning after his 
loss to Jericho. For six days, the 
pair worked in the ring for nearly 
two hours each morning. It was 
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all work for Hall, who was deter- 
mined to keep up with his small- 
er opponent. In fact, he began 
looking a lot like the Scott Hall of 
three years ago, who—as Razor 
Ramon—was one of the most 
respected singles wrestlers in 
the world. 


Scott Hall made a mistake by attempting to use the “Outsiders’ 
Edge” too early in his first match with Chris Jericho (left). 
Jericho then surprised a flustered Hall by rolling him into a 
small package for the upset victory (above). Hall knew he had 
to figure out a way to counteract smaller opponents. 


“For about an hour before each 
session, | watched tapes of 
Jericho in action,” the mystery 
man said. “I studied how he would 
plant his feet before throwing a 
dropkick and how he catapulted 
himself from the top rope. 
Whenever Jericho had an oppo- 


In the rematch, it was Jericho who became frustrated. Hall was able to ground him 
almost every time he tried to take to the air. Jericho even resorted to kicking Hall. 
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Hall paced himself much better in the 
rematch. Late in the contest, he had 
more than enough energy to catch 
Jericho in his famous fallaway slam. 


nent helpless in a corner, | 
watched to see if he would go for 
a quick cradle or if he'd try to 
snap-mare his opponent down for 
a vertical press. | even tried to 
wear my hair in the same style as 
his. | did everything | could to 
become Jericho because that’s 
what Scott wanted.” 

Another locker room source 
saw something else. 

“At first, | could have sworn 
that Hall was working out with 
Shawn Michaels,” said a Lucha- 
dore who caught a glimpse of 
one of the training sessions. “Of 
course, | got a better look at his 
face and saw that it wasn’t 
Michaels, but he did seem to 
wrestle a lot like him.” 

That shouldn’t be much of a 
surprise. Hall and Michaels had a 
tumultuous relationship in the 
WWF, trading wins and the I-C 
title. The two seemed very evenly 
matched despite Hall’s size 
advantage. Today, Michaels is 
WWF World champion, while Hall 
isn’t doing much more than acting 
as a thug for the NWO. On his 
way to establishing himself as a 
singles threat in WCW, Hall wasn’t 
thrilled to see another blond high- 
flyer cross his path. 
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Sorry 
[ire 
y 
This was a victory just the way Hall 
likes it. His opponent, Jericho, laid 
motionless on the mat following a 
very vicious “Outsiders’ Edge.” This 


time, Hall went for his signature 
maneuver at just the right moment. 


When Hall finally got another 
shot at Jericho, it wasn’t pretty. 
The training sessions had defi- 
nitely borne fruit. Remaining 
focused, Hall was able to ground 
Jericho's aerial attack. He gave 
Jericho very few openings and 
wrestled in a slow, methodical 
style. He laid his weight on 
Jericho whenever possible and 
was sure to wear the youngster 
down before attempting his fin- 
ishing maneuver. Then Hall 
destroyed “Lion Heart” with a 
particularly devastating “Out- 
siders’ Edge.” A familiar smirk 


returned to Hall’s face. 

“He knew what | was going to 
do before | did!” Jericho was 
overheard remarking in the lock- 
er room after the match as he 
held an ice pack against the back 
of his head. “It’s hard to believe 
that was the same guy | beat that 
last time!” 

“That should be enough to 
shut all you reporters up,” Kevin 
Nash crowed to the members of 
the press who were standing 
near the NWO locker room 
entrance. “I guess you boys are 
going to have to can the special 
‘Jericho Defeats The NWO’ issue 
now, aren’t you? My main man, 
Scott Hall, made you come up 


with a new headline before the 
ink had even dried on the old 
one. How ‘bout ‘Hall And The 
NWO: Still Too Sweet!” 

The mystery sparring partner 
watched the match with pride. “I 
did my job well,” he comment- 
ed. “Scott's more than capable 
of returning to winning style on 
his own.” 

Hall would be the first to 
squelch any notion that he has 
adapted a “new and improved” 
style. But he, more than anyone 
else, was relieved to see the old 
Scott Hall again. oOo 
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B.A. BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES’ BIG BLUNDER! 


They've Created 
The Team That Will 


Destroy Them! 


Billy Gunn and Jesse 
James may be enjoying 
the high-life as WWF 
tag team champs, but 
two other spurned 
wrestlers await the 
moment when they can 
exact revenge upon 
their former partners. 
Look out Billy and 
Jesse, Bart Gunn and 
Jeff Jarrett are coming 


your way! 
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: 


By Bryan Ethier 


OME PARTNERSHIPS 
S: born from shattered 

relationships; some are cre- 
ated out of convenience; many are 
doomed from the start. 

Very few fit into all three cate- 
gories. But if you look closely at 
WWF World tag team champions 
Billy Gunn and “Road Dog” Jesse 
James you'll see that their partner- 
ship most certainly does. 

Both men came from success- 
ful but strained tandems. In- 
dividually, they haven’t enjoyed a 


fraction of the success that tag 
team wrestling has brought them. 
And the chain of events that 
resulted in their rise to the top 
might also be the force that sends 
them crashing down. 

Jesse James, once known as 
The Roadie, used to work side-by- 
side with Jeff Jarrett. The two 
were involved in one of the most 
blatant ripoffs in music history 
since Milli Vanilli. Roadie, you may 
recall, actually laid down the 
vocals to the hit song “With My 
Baby Tonight.” But Jarrett not only 
took credit for the song, he lip- 
synched the track at numerous 
live shows. The underhanded 
scheme not only cost them their 
friendship eventually, but it also 
prevented them from becoming an 
elite WWF tag team. 

Billy Gunn and his brother Bart 
twice captured the WWF World 
tag team belts. But they ended up 
as a modern-day version of Cain 
and Able—brothers who were sim- 
ply too jealous of each other. Bart 
was always the more popular of 
the two, and that forever irritated 


Billy Gunn and Jesse James have always favored tag team competition. The Billy. The brothers haven't talked 
Smokin’ Gunns, Billy and brother Bart (opposite page. left), were two-time WWF — MSie-Msla@ elm AN ee @\7-)- Un 
champs. James (known as the Roadie then) and Jeff Jarrett (top right) were From this rubble emerged the 


great together while their partnership lasted. Now the Billy-Jesse tandem 


(above) may be doomed. team of Billy Gunn and “Road 
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The Gunns got to 
be very good at 


) double-teaming 


} enemies when they 
were still together 


(above), but like © 


James and Jarrett 


) (right), they soon 
| grew tired of deal- 


ing with each 
other's egos. 


made a triumphant return to the 
WWF. 

“You can’t ever say for sure 
who will be out there to make life 
difficult for Billy Gunn and my dear 
friend Jesse James,” he added 
sarcastically. With Jarrett already 
back, and Bart Gunn slated to 
make a less-trumpeted return, 
Armageddon might come sooner 
than Billy and Jesse realize. 

“Word going around town is that 
Jarrett and Bart Gunn are ready to 
tie Billy Gunn and Jesse James 
into a one huge knot,” opined 
Jerry Lawler. “I can’t wait to see 
Jeff back kicking some butt. And | 
know a lot of people don't like that 
Billy Gunn.” 

Lawler, a voice of neither 
authority nor reason, might be 
overstating the case, but there is 
truth to “The King’s” proclamation. 
Gunn and James have gone to 
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Getting to the top was not that tough 
for Gunn and James, who beat The 
Legion of Doom for the belts. But 
staying there has been surprisingly 
easy. They had better not get too 
cocky, however. 


great lengths to ridicule their for 
mer partners. Meanwhile, Jarrett 
has adopted a new no-nonsense 
approach. He has dropped the 
“Double-J” moniker. His demeanor 
is more restrained, his words more 
forceful. Jarrett is on a mission to 
gain vindication from James. 

“From what | hear, Jeff Jarrett 
would like to insert a microphone 
into Jesse James’ voice box,” says 
WWF commentator Jim Ross. “He 
told me his job would not be com- 
plete until he rode his ex-partner 
out of the WWF.” 

Bart Gunn, according to 
sources close to him, has also 
made it a point to vilify his brother 
whenever possible. Will we see 
blood spilled between them? 

Maybe very soon, according to 
sources close to the scene. All the 
benchmarks of a new tag team— 
and a resultant bitter rivalry—are 
in place. Jarrett and Bart Gunn 
were spotted working out together 
in gyms three times in December 
alone. 

“Just talkin’ about some things 
and seein’ where they go,” said 
Jarrett. “That's all there is to this 
right now.” 
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For now, it is believed they plan. 
to work as a team with just a 
handshake agreement between - 
them. Should they accomplish 
their goals, then they would sit 
down and discuss a long-term 
agreement. 

And what would fe the primary 
goal of a Bart Gunn/Jeff Jarrett 
partnership? 

“Suffice to say, winning the tag 
team title would be part of the equa- 
tion,” said WWF broadcaster 


Michael Cole. “But | think these guys 
‘would be looking more to destroy 
“Billy Gunn and the ‘Road Dog.’ Then 
they could worry about taking over 
as the WWF's top tag team.” 

In a federation ridiculously 
bereft of credible tag teams, Billy 
Gunn and Jesse James may have 
unintentionally manufactured their 
toughest opponents. They have 
rekindled a fire in the bellies of two 
men who don't like the taste of 
treachery. 


The WWF champs have handled every team the federation has had to offer, 
including The Headbangers, but sources say that Jeff Jarrett and Bart Gunn are 
Seriously committed to toppling—and humiliating—their former partners. 
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“Don't Let Raven's 
Flock Become the 


Chris Benoit fought for personal 
honor during his epic war with 
Kevin Sullivan. But in his current 
battle with Raven’s Flock, the 
stakes are much higher. The fate 
of WCW could hang in the balance 


Chris Benoit (above) has taken it upon 
himself to purge WCW of Raven’s Flock. 
For his efforts, he has become a frequent 
target of Raven, whose gang shows up 
almost every time Benoit wrestles (oppo- 
site page left). 


Perry Saturn actually wrestled Billy 
Kidman in his first WCW match (above). 
Now Sick Boy, Hammer, Lodi, Scotty 
Riggs, Kidman, and Saturn sit together 
at WCW events (right). Will Benoit be 
Joining them soon? 

“| don’t know why | get involved 
in these things,” lamented Benoit. 
“It began when Raven started crit- 
icizing me, both professionally 
and personally. As a competitor, 
I'm used to hearing that kind of 
badmouthing all the time. But this 
was different. Raven was making 
me a target.” 

Listening to Raven, though, 
one would think that Benoit had 
started the conflict. But it was 
Raven who sent one man after 
another to face Benoit: Kidman, 
Lodi, Saturn, Hammer, the list 
goes on. 

Exactly how much of a long- 
term threat Raven’s group is to 
WCW remains to be seen, but 
comparisons have already been 
made between Raven's Flock and 
the now-defunct Dungeon of 
Doom that terrorized WCW in the 
mid-’90s. Benoit, however, makes 
an even more dramatic assertion. 
“| know a lot of wrestlers are just 
scratching their heads and laugh- 
ing at how delusional Raven and 
his thugs are. But just look at the 
numbers. There are, what, seven 
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members of Raven's Flock 
already? I’m sure more psychos 
are on their way. I'm trying to put 
out this fire before it burns out of 
control. I'm warning everybody 
who’s making light of this bunch: 
Don’t let Raven’s Flock become 
the next NWO!” 

Benoit could be right. Raven 
has already put together a group 
that is almost as big as the New 
World Order. Every member is an 
outsider with no allegiance to 
WCW. But unlike the NWO, this 
group seems uninterested in title 
victories and political power. It 
exists only to cause mayhem. And 


that makes these men even more 
dangerous. 

But Benoit is not listening to 
those who criticize him. “Every- 
body is telling me that I’m wasting 
my time with Raven and his 
Flock,” said Benoit. “I think the 
rest of WCW had better wake up. 
These are some talented guys 
who have been infected with poi- 
son. Saturn, Riggs, Kidman, and 
Hammer are first-class athletes. 
And who knows about the poten- 
tial of Sick Boy and Lodi? Yeah, 
these guys seem like aimless 
sheep when Raven's not around. 
But I’ve wrestled Kidman several 
times in my career, and his adren- 
aline goes through the roof when 
Raven is there calling the shots.” 

At least one other person 
shares Benoit’s. concern. “People 


may snicker and say Benoit is 
being melodramatic,” said WCW 
commentator Scott Hudson. “I 
don’t agree. | think the tremen- 
dous impact of the NWO may 
have caused some people to 
underestimate Raven’s Flock. 
What if these guys had come to 
WCW before the NWO? We'd 
probably be talking about Raven, 
Sick Boy, and Lodi instead of 
Hogan, Hall, and Nash. If some- 
thing happens to the NWO, this 
group could easily fill the void.” 

So far, Raven has made no 
threats against the NWO. He 
seems content to watch matches 
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It's Hammer time! Hammer takes a turn beating on Benoit. Benoit has faced just 
about every member of the Flock except Raven, who always manages to keep a 


safe distance from the former Horseman. 


from his ringside seat and quote 
Edgar Allan Poe. Yet there must 
be a motive behind the madness. 
There must be a reason why he 
has amassed such a force. 

When pressed to reveal his 
motive, Raven, as usual, waxes 
benevolent—insisting his reasons 
are philanthropic. “These were 
human beings who were hurting 
deep inside,” he said. “Il merely lift- 
ed them from the gutter of humanity 
and gave them the gift of life. My 
family of distressed souls may 
declare war on the wrestling 
world—or we may just go home 
and watch television. It is not for me 
to say ... until | feel like saying it.” 

Meanwhile, Benoit is deter- 
mined to keep Raven from saying 
anything at all. “What if someone 
had simply stopped Scott Hall and 
Kevin Nash dead in their tracks 
back in the summer of 1996?” he 
asked. “Maybe if someone had 
stepped up to the plate and humil- 
iated those guys, Hogan would 
have never joined them. Same 
with Bagwell, Randy Savage, and 
Konnan. People usually don’t get 
much credit for solving problems 
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in their infancy. But that’s what I’m 
going to do. I’m gonna destroy 
Raven's Flock while they're still in 
their nest!” 

Saving WCW from Raven’s 
Flock is a noble gesture on 


Benoit’s part, but a war with 
Raven could have an ill effect on 
his career should he fail. Raven 
and his followers have everything 
to gain from a feud with Benoit. 
Scotty Riggs, Billy Kidman, Sick 
Boy, Lodi, and Van Hammer all 
need experience against a 
wrestler of Benoit’s magnitude to 
get ahead in WCW. By feuding 
with the Flock, Benoit is doing just 
what Raven wants. Raven will let 
his thugs soften up Benoit so he 
can finish the job. As a result, 
Raven advances his career by 
using Benoit as a steppingstone. 

“People who live in glass hous- 
es shouldn’t throw stepping- 
stones,” Raven muttered in 
response to this theory. “Young 
boy Chris is crying for help. He is 
begging for our attention. Young 
boy Chris is so idealistic. We, as 
the elder statesmen, must show 
him that foolishness spawns more 
foolishness. There will come a 
time when we will tolerate this 
young Pegasus no more.” 

For Benoit, this is no longer a 
matter of personal pride. His 
future and the future of WCW 
could be at stake: im] 


Stevie Richards and The Blue Meanie eventually managed to escape Raven's 
clutches when they were all in ECW. Richards has since left wrestling and The Blue 
Meanie has had little impact in ECW action, which probably tells us something 
about Raven's leadership ability. 
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(HOTSEAT } 


MARLENA 


“ANYONE BUT LUNA!" 


dict what the bizarre Goldust is 

going to do next. Try being his 
wife. Marlena “directed” Goldust's 
career until their public breakup a 
few months ago. Marlena, a.k.a. 
Terri Runnels, had been the most 
ardent supporter of her husband, 
Dustin, since they entered the 
WWF in 1995. Fans saw a lin- 
gerie-wearing psychopath who 
took a sick pleasure in using his 
ambiguous sexuality to unbalance 
opponents. But Marlena knew 
what was underneath that blond 
wig and makeup: a loving husband 
and devoted father. 

In the summer of 1997, the 
strange duo decided to unveil 
themselves and reveal the real 
people behind their adopted per- 
sonae. In no time, Goldust and 
Marlena became Dustin and Terri 
again. Dustin, in particular, ex- 
plained how his Goldust character 
helped give him the confidence to 
emerge from his father’s shadow. 
Indeed, forging a career completely 
separate from the Dusty Rhodes 
legend was the only way Dustin 
could become his own man. The 
couple also introduced fans to their 
young daughter, Dakota. 

The warm family story turned 
sour when Goldust became 
embroiled in a bitter feud with 
Brian Pillman. Then Pillman made 
the ultimate challenge to Goldust. 


fi SEEMS AS if no one can pre- 
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If Pillman lost their next match, he 
would leave the WWF. If Goldust 
lost, he would let Marlena be 
Pillman's valet for 30 days. 
Goldust was reluctant to agree, 
but Marlena readily accepted ... 
and Goldust lost. 

Pillman’s tragic death on 
October 5 put more emotional 
strains on the Runnels’ relation- 
ship. A few weeks later, Goldust 
shocked Marlena with horrible 
news. He had found a new com- 
panion: Luna Vachon. Marlena 
has been relatively quiet about this 
new development—until now. 
INSIDE WrRESTLING’S Harry Burkett 
spoke with Marlena at her home 
near Atlanta. 


“A big part of me still loves 
Dustin as much as | ever have. 
Ilove him for the husband and 

father he has been. But he is 


disgusting me now." 


Q: Thank you, Marlena, for speak- 
ing with me today. | know it's a 
very emotional time for you. I'm 
sure everyone will be very 
interested in anything you have 
to say. 

: | appreciate getting the 
chance to address some 


POP 


issues affecting my life. | 
think my fans deserve an 
explanation. After all, much of 
our dirty laundry has been 
aired in public. It wouldn’t be 
fair to shut everyone out now. 


: That's understandable. Every- 


one knows about the roller- 
coaster ride you've been on in 
recent months. In early- 
September, you were the 
reluctant valet of Brian Pillman 
and, before the 30 days were 
over, he died. That certainly 
must have taken a toll on you. 


: Yes, it certainly did. It’s 


always tragic when a young 
life is taken away so sudden- 
ly. At the time, | was dealing 
with Brian under unusual cir- 
cumstances. Yet | knew 
about the other side of Brian, 
that of a husband and terrific 
father. 


: That tragedy was compounded 


when you and Dustin got back 
together. It seemed as if it 
would be a happy ending for 
the Runnels family after all. But 
Dustin had some rather bad 
news for you. 


: You mean Goldust. 
: I'm sorry, what's that? 
: That man you’re talking 


about is Goldust. That crea- 
ture we are seeing today 
bears no resemblance to my 
husband, Dustin. 
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“I'm enjoying my time with 
Dakota very much these days, 
and I'm not sure if | want to 
give that up anytime soon. 
Butif | do return to the WWF, 
you can bet I'll be doing more 
than modeling T-shirts." 


Q: He didn't pick the best of times 
to spring this news on you, 
either. He did it during an inter- 
view both of you were doing on 
Raw. Why do you think he did 
that? 

A: He wanted to humiliate me, 
plain and simple. | still don’t 
know what | did to deserve it. 
Part of him wants to be the 
master of psychological 
games. The other just wants 
to be a fightin’ country boy. 
He definitely has a split per- 
sonality when it comes to 
wrestling. When I’m not feel- 
ing angry at him, | feel sorry 
for him. 

Q: Did you find his selection of 
Luna Vachon as his new valet 
particularly insulting? 

A: I'm surprised you have to ask 
that question! It’s one thing to 
embarrass your wife on na- 
tional television. It’s another 
thing to say that you want 
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: | can’t really come up 


someone else. But for my 
replacement to be a monster 
like Luna is the biggest insult 


“of my life! He could have 


picked anyone else and | 
wouldn’t be this upset. Sun- 
ny, Sable, George Steele, it 
doesn’t matter. Anyone but 
Luna! 


: Have either Goldust or you ever 


had any contact with Luna? 


A: No way! I've never met her in 


my life. 've never heard Gol- 
dust mention her name. | 
don’t know how he met her or 
why he’s attracted to her or 
what's going on. My bet is 
that it’s all a ruse. But he’s 
going to regret playing me for 
the fool. 


: Well, that leads to another inter- 


esting point. Everyone is won- 
dering if you're going to take any 
recourse. In other words, do you 
plan on teaching Goldust a les- 
son? 


: That’s a rather strong state- 


ment, but | wouldn’t say it’s 
false. Of course, a big part of 
me still loves Dustin as much 
as | ever have. | love 
him for the husband 
and father he has 
been. But he is dis- 
gusting me now. I 
guess | never felt 
ashamed when | 
helped him plot out all 
those psychological 
escapades over the 
years. It feels a lot dif- 
ferent being on the J 
other end. But the fact }) 
that he has turned on 
me, his own wife, § 
makes me think that 
Dustin has truly 


snapped. 


: But you haven't ans- [© 


wered my question. 


with a strategy until | 
decide what | want to 


accomplish. Do | want Marlena, who helped Dustin perfect the Goldust 


drive him out of wrestling 
altogether? Or do | just want 
to give Goldust a taste of his 
own medicine so he'll come 
to his senses? I’m not really 
sure. Sometimes | see Dustin, 
my husband. Other times | 
just see a freak with weird 
makeup and weird outfits. 
Then | see that hideous Luna 
close by his side ... a little too 
close. That makes me livid. 


: Have you considered finding 


another wrestler to go up 
against Goldust? 


: | think Vader is giving Goldust 


all he can handle right now. 1 
feel really strange cheering 
for someone who’s beating 
up my husband, but can you 
blame me? Maybe Vader will 
pound on his head until he 
starts thinking clearly again. 


: You have spent countless hours 


scouting opponents for Goldust 
in the past. And, as a manager, 
you probably keep tabs on 
who's hot in the WWF. Is there 
anyone out there worthy of your 
guidance? 


& 


to make Goldust pay character, believes that underneath the makeup, 


for what he has done 


the bizarre cross-dressing, even the shameful 
affair with Luna Vachon, there still exists a loving 


to me? Do | want to father and devoted husband.” 
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Is there anything Marlena can do to get 
her man back? By the looks of things, 
Luna Vachon has complete control over 
The Artist Formerly Known as Goldust. 


A: Sure there is (Laughs). But 
everyone wants to be a part 
of a gang or clique these 
days. The other wrestlers are 
on their own because they 
want it that way. For a manag- 
er like me, the best bet is to 
get someone who’s just on 
the verge of superstardom. | 
think guys like Tom Brandi, 
Flash Funk, and Brian 
Christopher fit into that cate- 
gory. Any of those fellows 
could use a good manager. 

Q: Could either of them be a good 
match for Goldust? 

A: Maybe. Almost anyone could 
be a threat if they had some 
inside information. If some- 
one knew Goldust’s training 
habits, for example. Or if 
they knew his physical weak- 
nesses.. 

Q: Of course, you realize that find- 
ing a suitable opponent for 
Goldust would solve only one 
problem. But you know some- 
one must counteract Luna's 
constant interference? 

A: Oh, | would be more than 
happy to oblige. | would take 


great pleasure in cramming 
a big, smoky cigar in her 
face! It might improve her 
looks. 


: Whoa, you shouldn't get 


ahead of yourself. Luna 
Vachon is one of the toughest 
women wrestlers of all-time. 
With all due respect, she prob- 
ably outweighs you by a good 
30 pounds. 


: Don’t get me wrong. Luna is 


tougher than most men. She 
also looks more like a man 
than most men. Luna may 
have a strong body, but 
something tells me that her 
mind is weak. | know | can 
beat her in that department. 


: | was going to ask if you were 


planning on returning to the 
WWF. But | think you've 
answered that question already. 


: Not too fast. I'd better clarify 


that a little. I’m not 100 per- 
cent sure if | want the respon- 
sibility of guiding anyone’s 
career at this time. | would 
like nothing better than to get 
revenge against Goldust and 
Luna. | don’t want my day- 
dreaming to give you the 
wrong impression. I’m enjoy- 
ing my time with Dakota very 
much these days, and I’m not 
sure if | want to give that up 
anytime soon. But if | do 
return to the WWF, you can 
bet I'll be doing more than 
modeling T-shirts. 


: How is Dakota doing these 


days? 


: She’s doing fine. She’s the 


most intelligent kid | know. 


: Are you afraid that these profes- 


sional matters will have an 
adverse effect on her? 


: Not really. | have always been 


careful to keep her life as sta- 
ble as possible. | would rather 
not delve into any more fami- 
ly issues. | like to keep a high 
wall between my personal 
and professional lives. I’ve 
already learned they don’t 
mix well. 


: Are you proud of what you 


“Do you think Luna is areal 
friend, Dustin? | think she'll 
do anything to squirm 
back into the spotlight. 
Don't bea fool. It'snever too 
late to turn back.” 


> 
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accomplished in your profes- 
sional life? 

: Sure. But I’m the first to rec- 
ognize that | couldn’t have 
done it without Goldust. I'm 
very proud that he captured 
the Intercontinental title with- 
in his first year in the WWF. 
But, on the other hand, 
Goldust should be man 
enough to realize he couldn’t 
have done that without me. 

: Do you have a personal mes- 
sage for your husband? 

: | certainly do. | don’t know 
what kind of game you’re 
playing, but you’ve broken 
our number-one rule. We 
promised that we would 
never play against each 
other. We were the team. It 
was us against the world. Do 
you think Luna is a real 
friend, Dustin? | think she'll 
do anything to squirm back 
into the spotlight. Don’t be a 
fool. It’s never too late to 
turn back. Oo 
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and ladders weren't 
involved, this was a 
violent match. The 
Sandman was in a lot 
of pain after Sabu cori- 
nected with this spec- 
tacular dive. 


Tables And Ladders 
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In ECW, almost 
anything goes, 
especially ona 
pay-per-view. 
When Sandman 
and Sabu battled 
at the November 
to Remember 
pay-per-view, 
the use of 
foreign objects 
was very 
strongly 
encouraged! 


Photés‘by Join S. Pithers 


By Dave Roseribaum 


HERE |S_A very simple 
| goal in professional wrest- 
ling matches: That goal is 

to win. 


But there are séparate goals 
,for men sucheas Sabu and The 


wrestlers who make their Jiving 
by thrilling crowds. Their goal is 


, At some point, however, the 
two,goals criss-cross, and what’s 


left oVen#isnit wrestling and isn’t 
entertainment. It’s carnage. It'S 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


a 
wrestling ma 


tch, 
it was interesting aut 


eeeee® Fitwas violent. "9 2nd 


sight of one man lying in the 
ring unable to move for several 
minutes, then gétting/fteated for 
an injured shoulder, an injured 
arm, and severély’ banged “up: 
ribsp It’s the sight of 10 broken 
tables and a ladder that was 
used for a pufpose not pre- 
scribed in any wrestling rulebook. 
When Sabu battled The 
Sandman at ECW’s November to 
Remember pay-per-view at the 
Golden Dome in Monaca, 
Pennsylvania, wrestling had little 
to do with what happened. They’ 
were encouraged to destroy 


- 


each other. And they happily 
complied. z 
“ltewas the most violent match 


I’ve .ever.seen,” said Frank 
Lebowitz, a fangwho sat-in the* 
Second row. “On one hand, it 
was some of the strangest’ 
wrestling I’ve ever Seen. They 
missed with more moves than 
they hit. On the other hand, if 
they had converted eVéry one.of 
their moves, thére would have 
been two dead men in the middl 

of the ring at the-end of thé 
match. We warited a violent 
match, but we didn’t want that.” 


od 


Can you picture that? Sabu 
vs. Sandman was ruled a no- 
contest. The reason: death. 

Fortunately, that didn’t hap- 
pen. 

Unfortunately, this did: ECW 
sanctioned a match between 
Sabu and The Sandman in. which 
the use of tables and ladders 
wasn't only allowed, it was 
encouraged. It was a tables and 
ladders match. Never heard of 
one? If you’re not a devout ECW 
fan, there’s no reason you 
should have. Then again, ECW 
is constantly testing the bound- 
aries of decency, and it crossed 


Sabu wasn’t hurting when he calmly 
walked on the top rope in an effort to get 
to the ladder, but he was just seconds 
later, when Sandman saw to it that he 
dropped groin-first onto that rope. 


thing goes. That's what it's all 
about. You think the gladiators in 
ancient Rome had rules. You 
think there were rules when 
those poor souls had to confront 
the tiger behind door number 
two. There were no rules. You do 
what you can to win. You use 
everything at your disposal. In 
this case, ladders and tables 


Sandman repeatedly smashed Sabu 
with a ladder inside the ring (above), 
but his attempt to leap out of the ring 
and slingshot the ladder onto Sabu 
failed (right). Hey, the guy was pretty 
beat up by then! 


far over the line for this one. 

It was the match that shouldn't 
have happened. But it did. 

That a sellout crowd of 4,634, 
‘plus tens of thousands more on 
pay-per-view, witnessed the 
match only made matters worse. 
This wasn’t wrestling. 

“It was wrestling,” Sandman 
insisted. “Wrestling in its purest 
form. No holds barred. Every- 
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Sandman barely had enough strength to sit up by 
the time the match was over. 


were there, so we used them.” 

For the record, Sabu won the 
match when he pinned Sandman 
at 20:55. Sandman was getting 
ready to hit Bill Alfonso when 
Sabu dropkicked him from the 
top rope. Then he used a lad- 
der—not the ladder, but a 
ladder—to deliver an 
Arabian facebuster that laid 
out Sandman. Sabu easily 
covered him for the pin. 

“It could have been a 
three-hour count,” Alfonso 
later bragged. “Sandman 
was done for the night. Sabu 
didn’t even have to bother 
covering him. What we saw 
was what happens when 
you go to the extreme with 
Sabu. You have no chance 
of ever coming back.” 

Maybe not, but Sabu 
didn’t look so good, either, 
after the match. His face 
was swollen and he walked 
with a limp. Reporters wait- 
ed by his locker for an hour, 
and when Sabu walked in, 
he reported that he had == 
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spent the past 45 
minutes in the show- 
er. Then he sat 
down, pulled on his 
clothes, and walked 
away without an- 
swering questions. 

“Not tonight,” 
Alfonso said. “He’s 
got some things to 
take care of.” 

Some things to 
take care of? 
Consider Sabu the 
second coming of 
Superman if he did 
anything but go right 
to bed. 

Those 10 broken 
tables? Some of 
them were broken 
over Sabu. One of 
the high points of the 
match came when 
|) Sandman catapulted 
} himself off a ladder 
and delivered a som- 
ersault splash over the top rope 
onto Sabu and through a table. 
The table splintered cleanly in 
half, and both men laid on the 
floor in obvious pain. And both 
men got right up. 

Sabu threw fire at Sandman, 


who deftly stepped out of the 
way. But Sandman crashed 
through more than his share of 
tables, too; he was struck by so 
many dropkicks that he should 
have painted a bull’s-eye on his 
chest. 

There were somersaults 
through tables and spectacular 
springboards by Sabu. At one 
point, an arena worker was 
heard yelling to one of his co- 
workers, “Do we have any more 
tables back there?” Memo to the 
Golden Dome administrative 
staff: Table rental is not the 
answer when ECW comes to 
town. 

Oh, by the way, there were 
some chairs used in this bout, 
too, but that seemed pretty tame 
compared to everything else that 
went on. 

“A lot of people thought this 
match shouldn't have happened,” 
Alfonso said. “Well, it happened, 
and the crowd loved it. | hope it 
happens again. So does Sabu.” 

But as Sabu limped toward the 
arena exit, he offered no com- 
ment on whether ECW should 
hold more tables and ladders 
matches. His appearance said 
this should have been the last. 1) 


oe 
Manager Bill Alfonso 
appeared to be quite 
concerned about his 


man, too. “I hope it hap- 
pens again,” he would 
say later. 
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The telephone wires sizzle 
each month, as two top 
wrestlers voice their rage and 
hostility toward each other. 
Here’s the unedited transcript 
of their conversation, your 
chance to feel the raw 
emotion that results when 
two antagonists face off ... 
‘One On One 


ARC MERO HAS become a difficult man to 
M understand. So difficult, in fact, that Sable, 

the woman he used to call “my inspiration,” 
has trouble knowing what to make of him. 3 

The two united as soon as Mero made his WWF 
debut at WrestleMania XII. At the time, Sable was 
seconding Hunter Hearst Helmsley and had just 
seen him destroyed in short order by The Ultimate 
Warrior. When the two returned to the locker room, 
Hunter was taking his frustrations out on Sable, 
interrupting a backstage interview with Mero. When 
the “Wildman” came to defend her honor, a 
donnybrook ensued, and Sable soon joined forces 
with Mero, 

Mero and Sable rose to great heights together. 
The leather-clad pair won the fans’ affections and 
Mero defeated Faaroog in a tournament final to 
capture the vacant Intercontinental championship in 
1996, 

A month later, however, Mero was double- 
crossed by mentor Curt Hennig and dropped the I-C 
strap to arch-rival Helmsley. Shortly thereafter, 
Mero suffered a serious knee injury and spent more 
than six months on the sidelines. 

When Mero returned to active competition, he 
returned with less hair and more intensity. Gone 
were the glitter and glamour. In their place were 
aggression and an overly jealous watch over Sable. 
Mero challenged Butterbean when he thought the 
super heavyweight boxer was making eyes at Sable, 
and now he appears on the verge of an all-out feud 
with Tom Brandi for the same offense. 

To understand Mero’s recent actions, we 
managed to persuade him and Sable to discuss 
matters ... “One On One.” 
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“Vince McMahon gave me the opportunity to 
do a little modeling and I took it. | was 
trying to keep your name in the headlines so 
you wouldn’t be overlooked for title matches 
when you came back from your injury.” 
—Sable 


SABLE: Marc, I’m glad you agreed to do this. A lot of 
the fans who write and e-mail me want to find out why 
you've been so angry with me lately. I certainly don’t 
know why. 

MARC MERO: Is Tom Brandi one of the fans who e- 
mails you? Or does he send you love letters written in 
crayon on red construction paper hearts that he cut out? 

S: What are you talking about? Tom doesn’t send me 
love letters. What’s got into your head? Remember when 
you won the Intercontinental title? You thanked me for my 
support and help. What have I done in the past year that’s so 
bad that you try to beat up anyone who says hello to me? 

M: You mean other than abandoning me so you could” 
walk around half-naked on worldwide television? How 
about modeling T-shirts for other guys while I was suffer- 
ing from what could have been a career-ending knee 
injury? How about trying to hook up with someone else 
because you weren't sure if I’d ever come back to 
wrestling? Yeah, maybe I am overreacting just a little! 

S: Mare, you know that’s not how it was. I don’t know 
who you're trying to fool. Of course I was devastated when 
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“Everybody's eyes are always on Sable. I’m 
in the ring beating up some chump and 
trying to get back in line for a title shot, and 
I look and see you blowing kisses into the 
camera. I’m sick of it!” 

—Marc Mero 


you were injured. I don’t ever want to see you hurt. I 
didn’t want people to forget you while you were recover- 
ing. Vince McMahon gave me the opportunity to do a little 
modeling and I took it. I was trying to keep your name in 
the headlines so you wouldn’t be overlooked for title 
matches when you came back from your injury. 

M: Yeah, that’s why you were never modeling 
“Wildman” T-shirts, right? Always Steve Austin shirts or 
Shawn Michaels shirts or Bret Hart shirts. While I was in 
physical therapy trying to rehabilitate my knee, I’d watch 
you on television. I’d hear the things everybody was say- 
ing about you. I read the signs the fans waved when you 
walked up and down the runway in a Shawn Michaels 
shirt, Funny, I don’t remember you coming out and saying 
“Everybody better remember Marc Mero, because he’s 
going to come back soon, and he’s going to be taking 
names.” Did I miss that, Sable? 

S: You're not being fair, Marc. I was doing what I 
needed to do to build on the momentum you had before 
you were hurt. 

M: And you weren’t just doing it to outdo Sunny? Or 
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were you trying to get more attention for your modeling 
career? 

S: You know I don’t particularly care for Sunny, and 
yes, I was proud to beat her to become Miss Slammy earli- 
er this year. I’m proud of how I look, and I am happy that 
people want to see me modeling. But it isn’t fair for you to 
say I gave up on you. Is that why you changed your style 
so much? Did you start breaking rules because you were 
mad at me? 

M: I went back to basics because my roots are in box- 
ing. I went back to my boxing style because I saw how 
lenient the WWF had gotten when it came to rules 
enforcement. I figured if they'll let gangs go out there and 
bash chairs over each other’s heads, then they’Il let me use 
my best weapon: my fists. When I played by their rules, I 
got my knee torn up. When I fight by my rules, I’m the 
best there is. 

S: What’s your problem with Tom Brandi? 

M: Brandi is just the next in a long line to try to ride on 
your coattails. Everybody’s eyes are always on Sable. I’m in 
the ring beating up some chump and trying to get back in 
line for a title shot, and I look and see you blowing kisses 
into the camera. I’m sick of it! Brandi’s just trying to stay as 
close to you as possible so that his face shows up on televi- 
sion and he gets noticed. His career wasn’t exactly taking 
off as Sal Sincere, was it? The thing is, you’re too busy 
parading around in your skimpy little outfits to notice. 

S: And you think Butterbean was trying to do the same 
thing? 

M: Butterbean can win all the little tough man contests 
he wants. If he wants to be a big man, he’s got to do it in 
the WWF. You were nothing but his shortcut to a pay-per- 
view match without him having to earn his spot for it. Of 
course, that match was against me, and now that fat piece 
of garbage will think twice before he ever steps up with 
the big boys. 

S: Mare, I have my own career. I have my own life. 
You can’t control the way I dress or who I choose to talk 
to. You know, when we first met, you were doing the same 
thing Tom Brandi is doing now. You stuck up for me 
when Helmsley was blaming me for his loss to The 
Ultimate Warrior. Now, after you were disqualified against 
Butterbean, you're yelling at me because I’m distracting 
people’s attention away from you. 

M: The difference is that I have good reasons to be angry, 
unlike Helmsley. I never tried to use you to advance my own 
career. I helped a woman who needed someone to defend 
her. Now I don’t even know if that woman still exists. 

S: Mare, we’ve been through far too much for all this. I 
want the best for both of us, for both of our careers. Is that 
too much to ask for? 

M: Maybe it is. Listen, I don’t want to talk about this 
anymore. Remember what I said about Brandi. There will 
be others after him. They’re all trying to benefit from my 
fame through you. Right now, I have to work out. I have to 
lift some leg weights and do some time on the speedbag. 
We'll talk about all this another time. 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestiing positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting work! of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful book is written by two active profes- 
sionals in the wrestling business, who between 
them have worked for every major wrestling asso- 
ciation including WCW and the WWF! You are 
advised what to do, where to write, how to act, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are - 
‘and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 

+ Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wrestling! 
“Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wresting 
school Tells you where to order boots, 
itis ae, nUSad UK » Chee | ei 
New Chapter all about the NWO! 
Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 


World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage! 
‘Add $5 shh outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 
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Sincerely Yours 


(Continued from page 5) 


WCW's syndicated shows? | real- 
ize Eddy may think he deserves 
more mainstream recognition, but 
he’s not going to get good reviews 
until he drops that attitude. First, 
he turns his back on his family, 
beating up his nephew, Chavo Jr. 
Then he alienates everybody by 
attacking just about anyone who 
gets in his way and cheating to 
keep his cruiserweight title. 

Eddy is a great competitor who 
should be proud of his abilities and 
accomplishments, but his ego is 
out of control. He had garnered 
only minimal success in WCW 
before he turned bad, but it wasn’t 
because of his attitude. It was 
because Eddy found himself 
lumped in with a great pool of 
cruiserweight talent. This was evi- 
dent when he unexpected- 
ly dropped the cruiser- 
weight title to Ultimo 
Dragon on Nitro. Eddy 
wasn't robbed or cheated; 
he tapped’ out. Tapping 
out doesn’t mean he’s lost 
his ability. It just means he 
met a better competitor 
that night. 

| will admit that | hardly 
noticed Guerrero before 
this change of heart, but 
after seeing his new atti- 
tude and style, | wish | 
didn’t have to notice him 
now. 

PAUL MECKLER 
Glenside, CA 


END THE HATE 

It broke my heart to 
tead Carl Kartier’s letter to 
Commissioner Slaughter 
about the prejudice shown 
toward Canadians by kids 
in his neighborhood 
(“Disheartening! Bret’s 
Evil Clutch On The WWF!” 
January 1998). | think it's 


terrible that many American chil- 
dren swear at Bret and dislike Carl 
because he is Canadian. 
| take exception to the fact that 
most of what went wrong in the 
WWF was blamed on Bret and 
The Hart Foundation. The little so- 
called war between the U.S. and 
Canada was not entirely Bret’s 
fault. He did instigate it, but what 
he did can’t be compared to the 
actions of Steve Austin and others 
in the WWF. First of all, Austin 
was the one who started swearing 
and using obscene gestures that 
fired up the fans. | think the situa- 
tion was aggravated because 
some WWF executives probably 
dislike Canadians, too. 
CORRIE McDERMOTT 
Westport, MA 


Why hate Bret Hart just because he’s Canadian? 
Reader Corrie McDermott can't believe the cycle of 
hatred the WWF and Steve Austin started by 
degrading Bret for his pro-Canada views. 
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2 steve bustin’ 
Battle With 


Us elon _ 


STEVE AUSTIN thinks he can win any 
battle he gets himself into, but we’re betting 
against him in his battle with the law of 
averages. Sooner or later, someone will 
reinjure his spine. Maybe retirement isn’t 
such a bad option ... Don’t miss our special 
analysis of why petty in-fighting will destroy 
WCW ... We've given you some unusual 
“Dream Matches’ over the years, but none 
as outlandish as a triple threat match pitting 
CACTUS JACK against MANKIND against 
DUDE LOVE! ... Did THE BROOKLYN 
BRAWLER actually come close to winning 
the WWF title? 


All this—and much more!— 


in the April 1998 issue of 
Wrestling Supersiars 


Now ON SALE! 
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HEN SIMEIROOK'S OUEST TO BRM RESPECT ACK TO THE 


@ Maybe ...'But Can The NWO 
Handle Its Own Success? 
Peay 


Steines Canght 
ky alvia 


The NEW WORLD ORDER is already 
proclaiming victory over WCW and is on the 
verge of becoming a legitimate entity. But 
will the NWO’s success be its ultimate 
doom? ... There’s a lonely voice screaming 
for an end to the chaos in the WWF. But it’s 
also a very loud voice. KEN SHAMROCK 
is ready to bring respect back to the 
federation—his way ... THE ROAD 
WARRIORS have cast a long shadow over 
the sport for the past 15 years. Is there any 
team that can approach their greatness? In 
our special analysis, we make the case for 
RICK and SCOTT STEINER 


All this—and much more— 
in the April 1998 issue of 
The Wrestler 


Now we have cigar smokers and 
beer can litterers. Anything else? 

Lex Luger. He’s a big man with 
an impressive physique. Before 
each match, he rubs coconut oil all 
over his body. Coconut oil smells. 

“Bad—it smells bad,” said a 
WCW wrestler. “I know why he 
does it. When you have a body 
like Lex’s, coconut oil makes it 
look even better. It gives him that 
nice shine. Put coconut oil on a fat 
man’s body and you have a fat 
man wearing coconut oil. With 
him, it’s impressive. But it smells 
so bad. | just wish he’d do it some- 
where else instead of smelling up 
the locker room with coconut oil.” 

Goldust: The man wears a lot of 
makeup. 

“And he clogs up the bathroom 
drains with all that face paint and 
makeup,” said a WWF wrestler. “I 
have nothing against the man, but 
it’s disgusting. You always know 
when Goldust’s been around, 
because the sink is covered with 
makeup, and sometimes even the 
mirror is covered with makeup, 
because the man’s a slob. An S-L- 
O-B slob. He oughta be more con- 
siderate of other people.” 

All of this brings to mind some- 
thing Verne Gagne told me about 
four years ago. We were talking 
about what makes a federation 
great, and Verne said the follow- 
ing: “Chemistry. The chemistry 
between the wrestlers is very 
important.” 

This sounded like a strange 
answer, because wrestling isn’t a 
team sport. Although there are fan 
favorites and rulebreakers, most of 
the action is one-on-one and two- 
on-two, and how one fan favorite 
fares has very little to do with how 
another fan favorite fares. | never 
thought of chemistry being impor- 
tant in wrestling, the way it is in 
team sports such as baseball, 
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On The Road 


(Continued from page 10) 


The Sandman can always gets a rise out of an ECW crowd by smashing a beer 
can against his head. But he ought to take a little time to dispose of his empties. 


basketball, hockey, and baseball. 
Verne explained. 

“It’s important that everybody 
on each side gets along,” he said. 
“You can’t have everybody angry 
at each other all the time. When 
you get right down to it, the suc- 
cess of the federation as a whole 
comes down to the performance of 
the individual wrestlers. They have 


to care for each other.” 

So, DDP, buy some better cig- 
ars or maybe just cut down a little. 

Mr. Sandman, throw away your 
beer cans. 

Lex, buy some 
coconut oil. 

Goldust, put away your makeup. 

According to Verne Gagne, 
you're all in this together. EI 


no-smell 
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Behind the Door 


(Continued from page 12) 


Wrestlers are so different from 
other athletes. What makes them 
different also makes them vulnera- 
ble to tragedy. It is the saddest 
aspect of wrestling and the most 
difficult part of covering wrestlers. 
Walk into any locker room after 
any card. Look around. Chances 
are at least one of the wrestlers in 
that room won’t be with us in 
about five or 10 years. It’s the real- 
ity of this high-risk game, in which 
the combatants work and live on 
the edge. 

The Purgatory Dream Tourna- 
ment. You know, the more | think of 


David Von Erich vs. Gino 
Hernandez might have been the 
final match of The Purgatory 
Computer Tournament had 
‘Dave Rosenbaum staged such 
an event. -Fortunately, he was 
talked out of doing it. 


that idea, the more ashamed | get. 

And if there’s such a thing as 
purgatory, none of these men 
would have ended up there. There 
are few gray areas with profes- 
sional wrestlers. They’re either 
good or bad. They're likely to end 
up in either heaven or hell, if there 
are such things. 

Gino Hernandez, David Von 
Erich, who knows where you guys 
are right now, but if there’s a 
wrestling ring there, I’m sure you 
guys are going at it. 

It's a match all of us still wish 
we could see. o 
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Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than a 
decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certified 
check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable piece of 
wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’Il never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING [EU 
REVUE /-m 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling 
Revue is acknowledged as one of the finest series 
of wrestling magazines ever produced. These 
beautiful editions, all edited and published by 
Stanley Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling 
Mlustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
‘among so many other titles) set a standard for all wrestling magazines that 
followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser ys, Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs, 
Dr. X, and full-color action of the Bastiens vs, Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, 
Pepper Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki 
Starr, plus a full-color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis, $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs, Lou Thes2, 
Angelo Poffo, a five-gitl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, 
Larry.Chene, plus a full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti, $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closcup, 
Yuli Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O'Connor, closeup on 
midgets, plus a full-color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, 
Yukon Eric, Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien, $25 
December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Ernie 
Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O'Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou These, $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad 
Dog Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Bruno Sammartino, $35 


ptt t tee eee ee ee ee 


XING 


BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED/ 
WRESTLING 
NEWS 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Ilustrated/ Wrestling 
‘News, an innovative concept in sports magazines, Each issue's content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, resulting 
in the most complete magazine for ring, afficianados the world has ever 
known, 
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May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, 
Joey Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy 
Humphrey, “Cowboy” Bob Ellis, $25 
June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, 
Vazquez, Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, 
Boiled Haggerty, Omaya Kato, $35 

September 1989 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kay 
Joe Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Rick 
Torres. $25 

October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs, 
Sonny Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Dripp, 
“Sailor” Art Thomas, five pages of resuls. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch 
Loughran, Wrestling: Crusher ys. Verne Gagne 
Daltons, results, $25 

February 1964 Boxing: 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Ge 
Ellis, results. $30 
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was asked to fill in, and | jumped:at 
the opportunity.” 

Michaels was shocked at first. He 
just stared for a few minutes before 
a small smirk finally came over his 
face. “So you're the one. You're the 
curdled cream in my, professional 
coffee. I'll tell you this, hon. It takes 
a lot of guts to come in here after all 
you've written about me.” 

“I’m just telling it like it is, 
Shawn,” | said as respectfully as | 
could. 

“Shawn? You're calling me 
Shawn? What happened to Yawn 
or ‘The Kneebreak Kid’?” he said 
sarcastically. “Where's that spirit? 
Where's the hatred for yours truly?” 

“Still there,” | told him. “But | am 
trying to maintain my professional 
demeanor while on the job. | might 
ask if you could do the same.” 

“Oh, | see,” said Michaels. “Gee, 
a young chick like you should be 
part of our target audience. These 
wrestling fans are sick of the same 
tired crap week after week. DX 
gives them what they want. 

“And another thing,” he contin- 
ued. “You hated me when | was a 
toady to’the fans and now you still 
hate me after | gave up on them. | 
basically say the same things that 
you do.” 

So much for professional 
demeanor. 

“Same things?!” | shrieked. “You 
don’t stand for what | stand for! | 
stand for wrestlers with honor who 
express themselves without fear of 
tetaliation!” 

After settling down a bit, | calmly 
explained to the stunned Michaels 
that the difference between him 
and a true rulebreaker is that a true 
rulebreaker is prepared to answer 
for his words and deeds. DX com- 
mits stupid, cowardly acts, then 
hides from the consequences. And 
when it comes to lip service and 
making threats, Michaels has been 
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The Insider 


(Continued from page 14) 


doing a lot more saying than doing. 

Sensing that | had him figured 
out, Michaels changed his tone. 

“Well, for such a young thing, you 
certainly are a seasoned analyst,” 
he cooed in an obvious attempt to 
disarm me with flattery. “Look, this is 
the same Shawn that kicked Marty 
Jannetty in the face years ago and 
broke out on my own. | am a mod- 
em-day rulebreaker.” 

But that is just the problem with 
Michaels. He is not the same. His 
first turn years ago had impact and 
follow-through. This latest turn 
came as a result of Michaels get- 
ting his feelings hurt at Summer- 
Slam. Michaels pouted and 
stomped his feet on that night, and 
he continues to do it to the chagrin 
of WWF officials and rulebreaking 
purists. Michaels is a crybaby, not 
a rulebreaker. 


Guess what? | told him that, too. 

| did more talking during that 
interview than Michaels did, but 
that is exactly why | stole—! mean 
took—the assignment. Hey, 
Michaels wanted me to get it off my 
chest, so | did. He just sat there in 
shock as | spelled out the A-B-Cs 
of rulebreaking. 

“Well, Brandi, babe, | can’t thank 
you enough for all the time, but I’ve 
got people to see and things to do,” 
he curtly interrupted. “Tell you 
what, don’t let that chip on your 
shoulder fall off as you're walking 
out the door.” 

| took the hint and quickly exited. 
But | still stand firm in my convic- 
tions. True rulebreaking convictions 
are based on the truth. 

And that is the problem with 
Michaels. He can’t handle the truth 
... or the consequences. o 
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(Continued from page 16) 


The chance to see great matches between the likes of Lex Luger and Ric Flair is 
one reason fans tune in to Nitro every week. But the ratings for the WWF's Raw Is 


War are starting to climb a bit, too. 


glimmers of hope came via the 
exploitation of the Bret Hart 
Survivor Series debacle (that story 
lost its steam in a hurry) and the 
night the NWO took over Nitro (the 
ratings for the last hour of Raw 
that night were better than those 
of Nitro). 

But in my opinion, WCW has 
consistently spanked WWF in the 
ratings by targeting, and capturing, 
that almighty (yet elusive) casual 
fan. That's why WCW is the new 
big dog. 

The devout, obsessive wres- 
tling fan, who comes running at 
the mere sight of two people near 
a ring, is an easy catch. 

But the casual fans, the mani- 
acs who scream their lungs. out on 
those Nitro home videos and the 
ones who don’t watch wrestling 
religiously and aren't as discern- 
ing, are the tough points to score. 
Heck, they can’t even keep the 
acronyms right. WWF or WCW. It 
doesn’t matter. The fireworks are 
all the same to them. 

Go to your local high schools 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


and colleges. Check out a dorm 
lounge on Monday night. They're 
probably not watching the some- 
times-live Raw. They're watching 
always-live Nitro. While Nitro’s nov- 
elty wore off long ago, the shock 
value has not. When you don’t 
know what's going to happen next, 
you are more drawn to it. Especially 
when you're a casual fan. 

Wrestling fans tend to only talk 
about wrestling with other wrestling 
fans. Casual fans will talk wrestling 
to anyone who'll put up with it, 
which sometimes leads to them 
recruiting more casual fans. As long 
as WCW has those kinds of fans in 
its grasp, it cannot lose. 

With that in mind, the WWF’s 
new strategy has become rather 
curious. It has gone from family 
fun to a bizarre, adult-oriented 
freak show. Goldust and Luna are 
rarely allowed to appear in the first 
hour. Promoters fear that they 
might encroach on the family hour 

.. or at least give young people 
jaded memories of their favorite 
children’s stories. The members of 


DeGeneration X, meanwhile, are 
more concerned with disrobing 
than dismantling opponents. 

And don’t even get me started 
on Steve Austin’s use of profanity. 

Wrestling is changing. Fans are 
changing. With more people 
watching, the sport is more closely 
scrutinized. One wrong move can 
turn off a million fans. But a series 
of intelligent moves over the 
course of a couple of years can tip 
the balance of power for decades. 
But if WCW is to stay on top—and 
there’s a good chance it will be 
able to do that—it must make a lot 
more smart moves. 

One of them would be taking 
good care of those casual fans. (] 


5 MAKE BiG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2, Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3, Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT : 
704 BROADWAY, #188C a 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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nee BACK ISSUES OF” 


Februory 1976: The Night Andre The Giont 
Had To Be Saved From Ernie Ladd. Also: 
Robert Fuller, Vicki Williams, Pat Barrett, Nelson 
Royal, C.Tolos & Kent, El Gran Markus, Bobo 
Bra, Moondog Mayne, Chief Jay Strongbow, 
Mark Lewin, Crusher & Bruiser. 

October 1977: Andre & Strongbow: Only 
Their Greatness Con Conquer The Demons. 
‘so: Blackjack Mulligan, van Putski, Jack Brisco, 
ob Backlund, Dusty Rhodes. 

March 1978: Don't Believe Those Lies 
‘About Dusty Rhodes, Ako: Jones & Valentine, 
Backlund-Stosiak, Sammartino-Graham, Nick 
Bockwinkel. 

Jonvary 1981: Race vs, Backlund: Did The 
WWF Trick Harley Race? Also: Pedra Morales, 
Snuka & Stevens, Strongbow-Sheik, Dick Slater. 
April 1981: Bruno Sammartino Jr. Confesses: 
“y's Hell Carrying The Nome OF My Father.” 
Ao: Bugsy McGraw, Cop Lov Albono, Mongolion 
Stomper, Fa-Rce 

‘March 1982: Bocklund-Volentine Death Match: 
Tho WWF Title Is Back Where It Belongs. Ako: 
usin dol, Spor, Tonamy Rich Brisco Dine, 

April 1982: “Only Dusty Rhodes Can Save The 
‘AWA From Nick Bockwinkel,” By Verne Gogne, 
‘Aso; David Von Erich, Blackjocks, Masked Superstar & 
Super Destroys, Andre-Khan. 

Moy 1982: Adrion Adonis: “| Con Beat Bob 
Backlund ... | Just Con’t Beat The System!” 
‘Ako: Dusty Rhodes, Flair & Mr. Wrestling II, D. Yon 
Esch. Graho, Hogar Bad. 

June 1982: Blackjack Mulligan Jr.’s Tragic 
Story: “I Have No Father ... | Have No 
Friends!” Also: Sg. Slaughter, Morles-Volentin, 
‘Montreal, Super Destroyer & Masked Suparstor. 
‘August 1982: Is Ande The Giant Getting Too 
Big For Wrestling? Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Mil 
Mascaras, Bocklund-Mulligan St, StuddSuper 


Destyer. 

October 1982: Roddy Piper: “I Don't Have To 
heat To Defeat Tommy Rich.” Abo: James J. 
Dion, Andre-Moligan Sr, Pat Paterson, Magnificent 


Woraco. 

December 1982: Andre vs. Mulligan: The Giont 
Is Mightior Thon The Claw. Also: Grand Wizard, 
ery Lawes, Rich Heenan, Jnck rise, 

February 1983: Rhodes vs. Funk: The Bloody 
Horror Of A Barbed Wire Fence Match. Ako Ted 
DiBiase,Andre-Orton J, Hogon & Potro, Flr-Hansen. 
June 1983: Bob Backlund vs. Jobm Studd: The 
Untold Story Behind Studd’s Raw Deal. Ao: fn 
Garvin, Bckwinkel-Lower, Bb Orion J. 

‘August 1984: Junkyard Dog Joins Jim Voliont’s 
Boogie Woogie Brigade. Also: Stove O-Zbyszko, 
Magnum: Wresting I, Asin Mol, Sugor Spier. 
October 1984: Collision Of The Florida 
Musclemen: Con Billy Jack Squeeze Superstor 
Groham Out Of Wrestling? Also: Rood Wortors, 
Flair-Steomboot, Eddie Gibert, Omndortt & Shult-Atos 
B Johnson. 

November 1984: Dusty Rhodes: Champion Of 
Ghomplons .... And Stil The Lord OF The Ring. 
‘Ns: Rich Gilbert, Gino Herondez, Road Waris, JYD- 
Reed. 


December 1984: How Hulkoronia Trmpled 
John Studd. Also; Road Worirs, Magnum T.A, 
Whoo McDaniel, Sulvan-Rhodes. 

‘March 1985: He's Bock And Better Than Ever: 


Bocklond-A-Mania fs Sweeping The Notion! Ako: 
ool, ily Jak, Von Eich Devestoion he. 
September 1985: A Psychologis! Examines 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper! Is He As Crazy As You 
a He Is? Aka: Magnur Blanchard, Fntsis, Rc 
Fr, Gagne & Sommorino. 
Jonoory 1986: Rick Steomboot vs. Magnificent 
‘Maroco: The Volocao Rumbles. so: Worrors & 
Hleting, Mike Von Erich, Joke Roberts, Koloff & 
Rock'n Rol. 
March 1986: Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo: 
Will Theit Reunion Spell Disaster For Kendall 
Windham? Ako: Studd-illily, Rick Rude, Jtry 
al ar 


September 1986: Dusty Rhodes & Magnum 
TAL: America’s Team Is Not Out For Glory ... 
W's Out For Revenge! Asa: Andre-Hogon, iis 
‘ares, Bary Wedha, So Hel. 

October 1986: The NWA Chompionship Sinks 
To A New Low: Ric Flair Needs 10 Thogs To 
Defeat Lex Lager! Also: Road Warriors, Randy 
Sage, Verne Gare, Farts Shepherds 
December 1984: Rock ‘a’ Rol Revival: Morton 
Ad Gon Yagi The HVA Wel Tey Te 
Ako: ex ler, Hogan Adan, Hal DBies, Baby Dol. 
February 1987: Hogos, Piper, Orndort: The 
WWF's ease As: Tey Toy, ic Ft, 


The Top. Aka: Ric For, Misy-Giber, Lex Luger, 
Bulldogs, ols. 

April 1987: Steamboat & Windhom: Manny 
Happy Refurs! Abo: Paul rng, Hacks Duggan, 


prospects. 

May 1987: Borry Windhor’s Waring To Lex 

Luger: “Keep Away From The Four Horsemen.” 

Aso: Steamboat Savage, ene Freebirds & 
-ONG, 


July 1987: Exclusive Tie Reports: 
WrestleMania Ill Makes History! Ao: Midnight 
Rockers, Mike Rtundo, Danny Davis, Ted Diiose. 
September 1987: Hulk Hogon Defects Horley 
Race: How Fate Took The Greatness Out Of 
This Violent Feud. Also: New Breed-RER Express, 
ich & Hol, Honky Tonk Man, Eis Gbert 

October 1987: The Rock ‘a’ Roll Express Win 
‘Their Fourth NWA Title: Also: Hogan-Bigelow, 
Rhodes Blanchard, scaffold, Kevin Sulivan. 
November 1987: Special Fon Pol: Shoold Mr. T 
Be Allowed To Referee? Ako: War Gomes, Bulldogs, 


Conde & Rose, Dusty Rhodes 

December 1987: Rhodes Challenges Loge: Will 
Dusty’s U.S. Title Hopes Split The Super- 
powers? Also: Hoyes Bubba, Magnum TA, Randy 
Savage, Al Perez 

Janvory 1988: Is Hulk Hogan Bored With The 
WWF Tite? Abo: R&RsHorsemen, FR. Garvin, 
Adin Adonis, Steve Wiis. 

February 1988: A Special Analysis By Jesse 
Ventura: Randy Savage Has Wimped Out! Ais 
Sfing, RERs- Blanchard & Andersen, Kevin Yon Erich, 
Dangeroudy-Lnr Dudes. 

Morch 1988: Bom Bom Bigelow: Wrestling’s 
Most Dangerous Mon, Ao: Adams-Perez Mika 
Kolo, Hoky Tonk, Frees 

May 1988: Milion-Dollor Middlemou: The 
Future Of The WWF fs In Ted DiBiase’s Hands. 
Aso: Dbystko & Boby Doll, Rood Wariors Kongo & 


Wor rt Von ich Rockers Expres. 

June 1988: The Noble Savage: How Beauty 

Killed The Beast Within “The Macho Man.” Aso: 

Warirs Warlord & Borboran, R&R Exess, Baby Dol, 

6. Gone Henig 

Angust 1988: What Randy Savoge Mist Do To 

Escape The Shadow OF Holk Hogan. As: Fyt- 

Gert Sing ice! Hayes, Honky Tok. 

October 1988: Preview & Anolysis: 
ers vs. Me Absa: Horsemen, 


Jerry Lowler, Warlord & Barbarian, Dangerously- 
Gibert, Beefcake Honky Tonk. 

November 1988: Dusty Rhodes ys. Barry 
Windhom: The Night The Teacher Learned A 
Lesson. Also: Kerry-Lower, Lex Luger, Muraco- 
Vedentine, Freebirds. 

December 1988: Exclusive “Hotseat” 
h 


Amb Mystic Kevin Von rch. 

February 1989: Telly & Arn Will Fol Under 

Bobby Heenan! A Special Analysis By JJ. Dilon. 

Ao: Hogan Bossman, Sql Slaughter, Lawlr-sde 
Dov 


Westin, Davis: Wayne. 

July 1989: Megapowers II? It’s Time For 
Ultimate Warrior And Sting To Reunite! Ao: 
Kerry Von Erich, Savage & Hart, Borry Windham, 
Demelion Powers of Pain, ex RWA sis. 

August 1989: Your Bollofs Are In: Hulkemania 
Roles! Also: Tanaka & Diamond, Rick Steamboat, 
Bigelow Rhodes, Rick Rud, Jim Comet. 
September 1989: Savage Is Shamed By 
Hoger—Only Elizabeth Can Save Him Now. 
Also: Lex Luger, Mil Moscoros, Dusty Rhodes, 
Bushwhockers, Skandor Akbor 

October 1989: Dusty Rhodes’ WWF Hit List. 
‘Ako: Holl-Pilmon Vicious, Curt Hennig, Warriors, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Eich, 

November 1989: Please, Elizabeth—Don’t 
Wrestle Sherri Aso: Mil Mascaras, Dangerously 
Comet, Sting T. Fon, Lex Luger, Joke Roberts. 
December 1989: The Dusty Rood Is Paved With 
Gold: The Americon Dream Lives On! Ako: Ric 
Flair, Hogon-Zeus, Embry-Chu-i, Lex Luger, Ley 


Loysako. 
Jonvory 1990 Why Sting’s Friendship Is 
Tearing Ric Fair Apart. Aka: Marin 8 Gis, Hulk 
Hogar Sing Far, Robert Dili, ave Enbry. 
February 1990: Sex Symbol Showdown: 
Rod's Out. Piper’ In... And The Fans Love 
WL Aso: Warirs-Skyserapes, Jimmy Snuko, Tom 
Zen, Destucon re, Ker Von Eich 
March 1990 (Special Issue): The "80s: A 
Rowing Review 0 Of A Dynamic Decade. A 
Bobby Heenan, ic Fai, Pou Oro. 
Apr 1990: Strecede “89: Night OF The tron 
Men. Ako: Warror-Hogan, Dustin Rhodes, Buzz 
WHF che 


Sawyer, 

Moy 1990; WrestleMania VI Moin Event: Hulk 
Hogan vs. Ulfimate Warrior: Exclusive Preview 
‘& Anoysis. Asa Jerry Loves, Al Prez, Lex Luger, 
‘Woman, LPWA. 

June 1990: Trogedy Strikes Sting! How You 
Can Help Speed His Recovery. Aso: Scito-Zbyscko, 
Fethquake, Ultimate Wario, Self Jret. 

Joly 1990: Our Urgent Plea To Hulk Hogan & 
Ulrinate Warrior: Team Up And Eiminate These 
‘Men. Also: Steiners, Sting, Earthquake, Kokino 
Naxos, Tes. 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of “the magazine 
that rips the lid off pro wrestling!” INSIDE WRESTLING 
gives you all the information you need to keep up with the 


pro wrestling scene! Avoid sellouts—order today! 


August 1990: The Experts Agree: Lex Luger 
Has Mode Ric Fir A Broken Man: Also: Hulk 
lac Ubimate Wortior, Pilmon & Zenk, Terry Taylor, 


Salona 19 Fin Fr Wik Fe: The 


Awesome Foursome—Committed To 
Destroying The Horsemen, Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Hacksow Duggan, JYD, Adoms-Jeonni, Midnigh 


Bares. 
October 1990: Sti i 
Conquered The World!” As: Legion of Doom, 
Bushtackes, El Giga, Mik Rtundo, ie Por. 
Novermber 1990: Ric Fir & Hulk Hogon: A Tole 
Of Two Ex-Champions. Also: Sid Vicious, Sgt. 
Sei) Sensi Toi Mc Fu & Orient Expres. 
December 1990: Halloween Havoc Harrod Why 
Sting s Spooked By Sid Vicious. Ako: Hulk Hogan, 
erry Vo Eich, Jim Comet, Lary Zhsak. 
Junvary 1991; Warning To The Ultimate 
Warrior: The Legion Of Doom Will Lead You 
Tom Desructon, Ao: Pul E, Dangerously, Chris 
‘ars, lines, Lander. Funk. 
Febroory 1991: Our Plan For The “Hulkster” To 
The WWF World Belt As: Terry Tylor, 
Rick Martl, ting & Simmons, all-annayng, ton 
Hansen, 


‘March 1991: The Earthquake Feud Rumbles On: 
‘Will Hulk Hogan Be The Victim Of His Own 
Deadly Obsession? Also: Roberts-Martel, Sting- 
onsen, Nein Perez, Barry Windham. 

April 1991: The Steiners: They's Be Wresting’s 
Greatest Tog Team, But ... Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
FicirSing, Steines, Roddy Piper, Lary Zbyszko, Sal 


Slough. 

May 1991: Savage vs. Warrior: The Blodlust 
Of Ex-Chompions. Aso: Steines, Sting, Vigil, D. 
Sammartino. Kl 


Jone 1991: Steiners, LOD: Tog Team Thunder. 
Aso: Steve Wiliams, Nikita Kolo, LC bel, Dundees, 
‘Amt Ades. 

July 1991: Hogan’s Burning Mad! Beating 
Slaughter For The Title Was Not Enough. Abs: 
irl, Noss Steines, Don Spivey, Tey Fink. 
August 1991: Are The Steiners Getting Too 
Cocky For Their Own Good? Aka: Jerty Lave, 
Rick Sleormboct, Warior-Underoker, Dustin Rhodes. 
Ai Ninh, 


September 1991 /Justice Is In The WWF ... And 

Hogon’s in The Biggest Trouble Of His Life! Ak: 

Missy-Poul E:, Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, Stevie Roy, 
mand Ex 


October 1991: Exclusive Preview & Analysis: 
SummerSlam ’91. Abo: Savage & Li, Hogan & 
Wri, Leg Luger, Santana-Als, Steve Wiliams, 
Stodd-Zenk. 


November 1991: Our Investigation Reveals... 
The Truth Behind The Hogon-Savoge 
Connection. Ab: Lx Lopr, Ric Po, War Gomes, 


‘Mounties, Foreign 

December 1991: A Night To Remember: 
SummerSlam Provides Heat For The Cold 
Months Ahead. Aso: Alexandra Yor, Simmons- 
Luger, Lone & Comet, Lethefoce. 

January 1992: inside Wrestling Reveals: 
Sting’s: Memo From A Maniac! Ab: Freehrts, 
Blochears, Bet Hor, Dusty Rhodes, Mike Rotundo, 
February 1992: A Reign OF Poin: Lex Luger— 
The Agony OF A World Champion. Abo: Brel Hart, 
Patrol, Rick Rude, Enfocers,Thesz & Rogers. 


‘March 1992: Who's Winning The Hogan-Floir 
fars? Ako Steines, Survivor Series, Enforcers-Rhodes 
Steamboat, Johnny 8, Bodd : 
‘May 1992: Warl WrestleMania Will Be Sid And 
Hulk’s Battleground. Also: Jushin Liger, Eddie 
, Repo Man, Ausn Blossom, Tr Stote & UWF. 
June 1992: Sting: A New Champion, A Now 
Era, Aso: Hulk Hogan, Harley Race, Marc Bagel, 
Tony Alas, 1S 8 DiBise, 
July 1992: Is Regeg The WWE Title An 
sible U 7 Aso: Shes & Shown, Big 
‘Yn Vader, Gordy & Vili, Koma, Joe Sool, 
‘August 1992: The Closer Flair Gets ... The 
“Mocho Mian” Becomes, Ako: Jack- 
Badd, Brion Christopher, LOD & Elering, Taylor & 
Volentine, Dusty Wolfe. 
September 1992: Hulk Hogan’s “Retirement”: 
Why The WWE Will Neyer Let Him Rest In 
Peace. Also: War Gomes, Big Von Vader, Kamala, 
‘Morty Jonnetty, UK. 
October 1992: SummerSlam ‘92: Exclusive 
Proview & Analysis, Ao: 5, SHeiner-Muto, Ron 
Sinmnars, Ede Gilbert, ic Embry, 
November 1992: The Great American Crash: 
Vader Crushes Sting For The WCW World Title. 
‘Ako: Ric Flair, Ubimate Warrior, Medusa, Warlord & 
Borbarion-Bushuhackers,fop rope rule, 
December 1992: Hoy, Ric Flair: Stop Whining 
‘And Start Winning. Aso: Rozor Ramon, Heavenly 
Bodies, eff Soret, Windham & D. Rhodes, NWA ie 
Janvary 1993 (Special Edition): 80,355 Fons 
Can't Be Wrong: This Was The Greatest 
SummerSlam Evert Ako; WWEUSWA, LOD, Sting- 
Simmors, Bret Shango, Rude-Dusn 
March 1993: Who Controls The Balance Of 
Power In The WWF? Ako: Shawn Michaels, Nikita, 
Kolo, Windham-Dustin, Survivor Series, Rod Price. 
April 1993: New Blood! The Wrestlers Who 
Could Revitalize The WWE In ’93. Plus: ZMan & 
Guna, Sing-Voder, Dangerous Alone, Ric Fo, 
‘May 1993: Exdusive WrestleMania IX Match 
Analysys. Also: Andre the Giont,Pilman & Austin, 
Great Muto, Headshrinkers-Steiner, 2 Cold Scorpio 
July 1993: Davey Boy Smith Dogs Big Van 
Vader: Could Bret Hart Be Next? Plus: Dino 
Bravo, Giant Gonzales, Rezor Ramon, Am Anderson, 
Dustin-Coctus-Rude, Totonka, 
August 1993: Holk Hogan vs. Yokozuna: The 
“Holkster” Faces His Biggest Challenge Ever! 
Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Maxx Payne, Sid Vicious, Coctus- 
Voder, Bret Hort. 
November 1993: Flair (“I’m The Man Again!) 
vs. Rude ("You Mean You Were The Man.”): 


Pus: Heavenly Bodies, Marly Jannetty, Rude-i, Hulk 
Hogan, Vode & Vicious, tax Luger. 

December 1993: “The Next Hulk Hogan”: Why 
‘Lex Luger Will Succeed Where Warrior And 
Savage Failed, Plus: Tammy Fyith, Steve Austin, 
‘Yokozuno, Sting & Flor, Tito Santana, Luna Vochon, 
January 1994 (Special Issue): Wrestling’s 
Seasonal Spectaculars! WWF's SummerSlam, 
WOW's Fall Brawl, Pls: Rick Mare, Missy Hyat, 
Rozor-Schyser, Steven Regal, Orndorff-Flar, Mascaras 


lige. 
February 1994: Our Holiday Wish List For 
1994. Plus; Hogon Savoge-re, Hacksow Duggan, 
Doiks, Hollywood Blonds, Seven Regal 
March 1994: Inside Wrestling Predicts: What's 
I Store For “94: Pus: Hosts & Misy, Cl Parker, 
Ludvig Borgo, chairs, Survivor Series, Diesel Michaels. 
‘April 1994 (Special Issue): The Inside Wrestling 
Computer Tournament. Alo: Lex Luger, Sarrcade, 
Yoko-Fuji, Ric Flair, Curt Hennig, Funk-Sabu, 
May 1994: Lex Luger & Bret Hart: Their 
Greatest Triumphs, Their Gravest Tragedies. 
Rude, Rick Morton, Heenan-Bockwinkel, 
Bin (Christopher, Yoko-Booger. 
June 1994: Wake Up, Tick Steamboat: Ric Flair 
Is Still “Slick” Riel Alo: Jimmy Snuka, Tony 
Anthony, IRS, Bruise Brothers, Alundra Blayze, 
reebirds, 


= 


July 1994 (Special Issue): A Look Into 
Wrestling's Future: You Won't Beliove What 
You'll See! Aso: Ron Simmons, Sing, Euthquake- 
Booger, Bob Armstrong, Diese, 
‘August 1994: 10 Years After Rock ‘n’ 
Wrestling: It's Time For Roddy To Get Rowdy 
‘Agoin! As: Hulk Hoga, 911, Feb, ruebreakers, 
Cornette & Bodies, Boshw hackers, 
Soptember 1994: The Resurrection OF The 
Undertaker. Also; Nastys-Cactus & Maxx, Flair: 
Steamboat, HikolaiVolkoff, Rock n’ Rolls, Luna Vachon. 
October 1994 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Report. Abo: Doin, Voder-Roce, Mabe, Dory Funk Jr, 
Oven-Bret, Hall of Fame. 
December 1994: Hogan In Paradise ... And Ric 
Flair Fools The Thunder. Ako: Brel-Owen, Rotten, 
Coctus, AAA midgets, Sparky Plugg, Donn E Allen 
February 1995: It’s Getting Ugly: Wrestling’s 
Losing Its Greatest Heroes. Ako: Sting, McMahon- 
Lawler, Cactus-Tommy, Woman, Brutus-Hogan, 
Venn Doin, 
‘March 1995: Predictions 1995, Aso: Naslys, Razor 
Ramon, Tosmaniar, Kid-Man O'-War, Pllmon & Hogan. 
April 1995 (Special Issue): The 1995 Inside 
Wrestling Computer Tournament! Al 


Voder-Austin, Lox Luger, Jery Lower, Johnny B, Bodd, 
Snow, 


June 1995: The Beginning OF The End? Will 
tiulk Hogan Get Burned By Friendly Fire? As; 
Steve Austin, Gangstas, Public Enemy, Bret-Oven, Jef 
Jorrett. 

July 1995 (Special Issue): Wrestling Coollll 
What's In—And Why—In The Mat Sport 
Today. Also: Savage & Sting, Alex Wright, Bruise 
Brothers, Don Sever, Ivon Puts. 

‘August 1995: The Untold Truth: WrestleMania 
X—The Winners And Losers; Also; Johnny B, 
Badd, Bom Bom Bigelow, John Stud, Bubbo tng. 
October 1995 (Special Issue]: WCW Midyear 
Report, Also: Randy Savage, Bret & Cactus, Sting, 
Diese, Hawk, 

November 1995: One Defense In Four 
‘Months?! Strip Hulk Hogon Of The Tile—Now! 
Ako: Alex Wright, Tolonko, King of Ring, Cis Benoit, 
Bocklund-Clinton. 

December 1995: White With Fright, Green With 
Envy: Why The Undertaker Hd To Bury Kama. 
‘Nko: Vade-Hogan, Warrior-Renegada, Gangs PE, 
Waylon Mercy, Heavenly Bodies, 

Jawvary 1996: Our Holiday Wish List For 1996! 
\Nso: ude; Scott Norton, Sid Vicious, Picosis-Misteo, 
Borry Horovitz, Sabu, 

February 1996: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 
1996 Has In Store For Them! Ako: Goldust, Sheri- 
Parker, Mikey Whipureck, Smokin’ Gunns. 

March 1996: His Excellency! How Bret 
Masterminded Diesel’s Execution. Also: Jeff 
Jorrett, Giant, Jim Cornette, Survivor Series, Eddy: 
Guerrero 

April 1996 (Special Issue): The 1996 Inside 
Wrestling Computer Tournament. Also: Bro}- 
Undertaker, Four Horsemen, British Bulldog, Randy 
Sovoge, Sobu. 

May 1996: Reody ... Aim... Maim! The Sick 
Raco To Cripple Shawn Michaels, Also: Sh 
Douglas, Am Anderson, Jery Lower, Hogan Acs, 
June 1996: Luger Or Hogan? If Sting Makes 
The Wrong Choice, He’s Throught, Ako; Road 
Wri, Roddy Pper, Ahmed Johnson Roven, A Snow 
July 1996 (Speco Isso): We 

Save The WWE; Why 
Top stars answer personal questions, Diesel-Nogan, 
Dl Pogo, Bret Hr. 

‘August 1996: The Greening OF Wrestling: How 
‘ting & Shawn Will Become $50,000,000 Men! 
‘Ako; Bodydonnas, Giant, Guerrera-Misterio, George 
Sele, Goldust & Moreno, 

September 1996: She’s No Boob! Sumnys More 


Than Just Sex Appeol. As: LovleJore 91, 
Brion Pillman, Alex Wright, ip chons, 

October 1996 (Special Issue) WCW Midyear 
Report. Also: Jake Roberts, Yokazuno, Gianl-Konnan, 
‘Ahmed Johnson, Chris Jericho, shutters. 

November 1996: The Steiners: Feasting On A 
Buffet OF Violence. Also: Shawn Michaels, Sabu- 
Douglas, King of Ring, Eddy Guerrero, truck stop terror. 
December 1996: Three Women For Four 
Horsemen? The Hot Search For A Fourth Filly 
Has Begun! Aso: Sunny & Gunns, Gion), Golds, 
Comet & Hort, Jerry Jarl 

Holiday 1996 (Special Issue): The Tombstone: 
Wr 's Deadliest Finisher, Ako: 1997 calendar, 
*Pyscho” Si, Benoit Mistero,Seinors HWO, Pit Bull |, 
Jushin Lge. 

Janwary 1997: Dreaming Of A Sunny Christmas 
+» Our Holiday Wish List For The Stors, Ako: 
‘Michaels & Undertaker, Sing, Bory Windham, Faoroo, 
NWO, 

February 1997: Trouble In Egovilles Is There An 
NWO Within The NWO? Ako: Chris Condido, Bret- 
‘Shawn, Ric lair, Joey Styles, Liger-Benoit 

‘March 1997: Why Bret’s Execution Will Be 
Excellent By WrestleMania Also: Roddy Piper, 
Sy, Survivor Series, Steve Austin, folent scouts. 

April 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 Inside 
Weesting Computer Tournament. Aso: Helnslay- 
Marlena-Sable, Nosty Boys, Flash Funk, Taz, Rick 
Sint, 

May 1997: Giant vs, Hogon: “Hey, Little Man, 
‘What Yo Gonna Do?” Ako: Woman-Bsnoit Sullivan, 
Shavmn-Bret, Undertaker, Scot Hall, Sabu, 

June 1997: Ahmed Johnson Reveals: “I Almost 
Joined The Nation Of Domination,” Plus: 
Mankind, Lex Luger, NWO, Davoy Boy Smith, Jerry 
Graham, 

July 1997 (Special Issue): House OF Horrors! 
Fourth World Title Change In “97... Con The 
Undertaker Restore Order? Pls: Sars answer per- 
sonal question, Slave Michel, Rod Wats, Syx, 
Sondmon-Lori-Tyler. 

August 1997: Brot Hort Loshes Out: “You're 
All Responsible For Whot I'm About To Dol” 
Plus: Shawn Michaels, Chyno, Steiners, Sting, Gilbert 
foun 


1997; The NWO’s Anniversay 
Report. Plus: Lex Luger, Shawn-Bret, Terry Funk, Rob 

Yon Dom, Ken Shomrock, 

October 1997 (Special Issue): WCW Midyeor 

Report. Plus: LOD-P6-13, Rob Van Dam, Flair & 

Horsemen, Ken Shamrock, McMichael White, Madd & 

Marna Moxsine, 
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HOW MUCH LONGER 
WILL THE FANS 
FOLLOW TOMMY RICH? 


I’ve always been Tommy Rich's 
biggest fan. My friends and I go to 
all his matches in Atlanta. We have 
met him a couple of times after the 
matches and he has always been 
very nice to us, He is a good person. 

Lately, however, I’ve ' been 
worried about the direction 
Tommy’s career is taking. He 
doesn't seem to care about winning 
the NWA title back. In fact, he 
doesn't seem to care about winning 
any titles. He keeps getting 
involved in these feuds with Ivan 
Koloff, Buzz Sawyer,. The Iron 
Sheik the names don't even 
matter. It's just one bloody feud 
after another. 

T guess what I want to know is 
why Tommy has given up on trying 
to get a title shot. He’s obviously 
one of the top wrestlers in the 
nation, and worthy of a chance at 
any of the champions. Maybe if he 
reads this, he'll realize what he's 
been doing. 

Until then, I will continue to 
root him on to victory, but I truly 
hope he can straighten himself out. 

DEBBIE PELLMAN 
Atlanta, GA 


HIS IS JUST one of the many 

letters received at the offices of 
Inside Wrestling from perceptive 
fans concerned with the direction 
Tommy Rich’s career has taken in 
recent months. From Sawyer to 
Koloff to the Iron Sheik, Rich has 
jumped from one feud to another 
with seemingly no regard for 
getting a shot at Ric Flair’s NWA 


so 


INSIDE WRESTLING CLASSIC 
Younger fans might not realize it, but 
Tommy Rich used to be one of the 
most Kolavad men in the sport. His 
standing in the wrestling world has 
changed a lot in the last 15 years. 
Just check out this “Inside Wrestling 
Classic” from April 1983 for proof! 
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championship or any other title for 
that matter. Rich’s fans would like 
nothing more than to see a belt 
around his waist, but they say he 


has lost sight of his goals. They say 
his obsession with ridding the 
Georgia area of its rulebreakers is 
hurting his career—badly. 

“When I was a little bo: 


said in a recent interview, “there 


Feuds with such men as Hussein “Iron Sheik” Arab have 
gotten in the way of Tommy Rich’s career goals. 


was a big kid in my class who used 
to take everybody's lunch mon 

He got away with it because he was 
so much bigger than the rest of us. I 
used to get around giving him mine 
by hiding my money in my sock, 
but I always said I would get him 
back some day. That day came 
years later in high school. We were 
playing basketball in gym class, 


and the gym teacher had to leave 
for a while. We kept on playing, 
and when we were both going fora 
rebound, | elbowed him right in the 
gut. He went down like a sack of 
potatoes. It didn’t get anyone’s 
lunch money back, but it made 
me happ’ 

“T guess it’s hard for me to let go 
of a grudge,” he continued, “It gets 


ee Ee aaa eat ae EAS 
Has Tommy Rich lost sight of his goals? Many of his 
fans are concerned that Rich has ceased his quest to 
regain the NWA title and is instead diving blindly into 
bitter feuds with Georgia rulebreakers 

SS 
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Arab goes after Rich, teeth first (above). 
Koloff holds Tommy in place by his throat 
as Mad Dog Buzz Sawyer and Iron Sheik 
move in to assist (right). Rich is more 
concerned these days with defending 
Georgia wrestling than with furthering his 
own career. 


me mad when a guy like Sawyer or 
Koloff hurts someone. Sawyer 
doesn’t just hurt people, he 
humiliates them. I don’t care for 
that at all. I sit there and burn up 
inside when'I see him rub a guy’s 
face into the mat. A wrestler 
should go into the ring to win. 
There’s no place for the tactics 
Sawyer uses in the ring. 

“Tt upsets me when I hear that 
the fans are worried, because they 
are very important to me. In some 
matches, the fans can mean the 
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difference between winning and 
losing. I hear them cheering me on, 


* and I know have to win for them. 


But there are also some things I 
have to do for myself and my sport. 
I wouldn’t be any good to anyone if 
I kept all that anger locked up 
inside. It would affect my 
performance in the ring, and it 
would affect my life outside the 
ring. Wrestling isn’t one of those 
careers where you can leave your 
work at the office.” 

Many fans feel that Rich’s 
current string of feuds is affecting 
his ring activity. One fan observed 
that the type of wrestlers Rich is 
seeing day after day has 
necessitated a change in his style; 
he isn’t as good a scientific wrestler 
as he once was. 

Another fan wrote a letter saying 
Rich was getting too beat up in the 
ring. This fan feared that the 
injuries Rich was suffering against 
the rulebreakers would, in the long 
run, shorten his career. 

“I worry about that, too,” Rich 
said. “These guys fight dirty, and 
they’re tough. Let’s face it, there’s 
no place in wrestling for some of 
the tricks they pull in the ring, but 
when you're in there with a 
brawler, you've gotta brawl. If you 
don’t, you’re in trouble, man. 


Imagine if I tried to wrestle Koloff 
by the rules. I'd be destroyed. 
You've gotta keep your guard up 
against these guys. 

“I'd love to have the title back. 
Every wrestler’s goal is to be world 
champion. For the short time’ held 
the belt, I was on cloud nine. 
There’s no better feeling in the 
world. I'll get a shot at Flair. 
Maybe I should just wait a while. 
Being champion takes a lot out ‘of 
you. He'll be ready to give it up ina 
while, and I'll be there ready to 
relieve him of it. But for now, there 
are some things I’ve gotta take care 
of at home. I don’t like what I see 
going on here, and I have to do 
something about it. That’s the kind 
of person I am. I hope the fans 
understand that and continue to 
stand behind me. Like with that 
kid in school, it might take a while, 
but I'll get the job done.” Oo 


Rather than focus his energies at getting 
another title shot with Ric Flair (right) 
and have a chance to regain the NWA 
championship, Rich has become 
embroiled in a series of feuds. Wearing 
his street clothes, Tommy charges at his 
primary rival, Buzz Sawyer (below). 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 


TOP 15 4—OWEN HART 8—TAZ 12—STEVE AUSTIN 
$$ —$_—_\—__ He. 2contender: WWF World tile HECW'TV champion (3) No.4 contender: WWF World file 
1—STING 5—THE UNDERTAKER 9—DUDE LOVE 13—EDDY GUERRERO 
HWW World champion (8) No. 3 contender: WWF Worl file (15] No, 5 contender: WWF World ile {9} No. 9 contender: WCW World ile 
2—SHAWN MICHAELS 6—ULTIMO DRAGON 10—RIC FLAIR 14—KEN SHAMROCK 
(0) WWF Werld champion H WOW cruiserweight champion H/No, 6 contender: WCW World file (6) No. 7 contender: WWE World tile 
3—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 7—KENSUKE SASAKI 11—CURT HENNIG 15—BILL GOLDBERG 
(4)ULS, heavyweight champion IWGP heavyweight champion (2) No. 7 contender: WCW World file No. 8 contender: WCW World fle 
wcw 4—ULTIMO DRAGON 8—CURT HENNIG 12—PERRY SATURN 
a _ HF Meco City, Mexico (2) 235, Minneopolis, MN (8) 234, Cleveland, OH 
1—STING 5—LEX LUGER 9—BILL GOLDBERG 13—MARCUS BAGWELL 
+) 260, Venice Beach, CA (6) 265, Chicago, Ik +270, Tso, OK +H) 240, Marietta, GA 
2—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 6—BOOKER T 10—EDDY GUERRERO 14—DISCO INFERNO 
(5) 260, Tampa, FL 250, Harlem, NY (3) 221, El Paso, TX (4) 238, Brooklyn, NY 
3—HULK HOGAN 7-RICFLAIR 11—DEAN MALENKO 15—REY MISTERIOJR, 
(1) 275, Venice Beach, CA (10) 243, Charlotte, NC {12} 216, Tampa, FL (13) 140, Son Diego, CA 
RS SS SS 
4—THE UNDERTAKER 8—KEN SHAMROCK 12—VADER 
Lu (6) 328, parts unknown (4) 235, Sori Bernardino, CA (0) 450, Denver, CO 
1—SHAWN MICHAELS 5—STEVE AUSTIN 9—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 13—MARC MERO 
(1) 284, Son Antonio, TX (3) 241, Dallas, TX (9) 279, Greenwich, CT (13) 235, Bufclo, NY 
2—ROCKY MAIVIA 6—DUDE LOVE 10—TAKA MICHINOKU 14—GOLDUST 
(2) 272, Pearl City, HI (8) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (5) 169, Morioka, Jopon (14) 254, Austin, 
3—OWEN HART 7—KANE TIJEFF JARRETT 15—FLASH FUNK 
1227, Colgary, Alberta (7) 345, parts unknown (11) 230, Nashville TN + 222, Denver, CO 
ECW 4—SABU 8—ROB VAN DAM 12—AL SNOW 
SS — __ 225 Bombay (8) 240, Bate Creek, Ml (1) 232, timo, OH 
1—SHANE DOUGLAS 5—BAM BAM BIGELOW 9—CHRIS CANDIDO 13—SPIKE DUDLEY « 
(1) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (3) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ {9} 226, Corteret, NJ (13) 155, parts unknown 
2—TAL 6—TOMMY DREAMER 10—SUPER NOVA 14—DOUG FURNAS 
(2) 248, Red Hook, NY (7) 245, Yonkers, NY 11215, Bricktown, NJ +) 243, Commerce, OK 
3—THE SANDMAN 7—JERRY LYNN TI—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 15—CHRIS CHETTI 
(6) 244, Philadelphia, PA (15) 214, Minneopois, MN (10) 225, Woterbury, CT 1/227, Amiyvlle, NY 
4—KONNAN *  8—GREAT SASUKE 12—FRANZ SCHUMANN 
INTERNATIONAL _ (14) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 11.212, Morioka, Jopan 201, Gr, Austria 
1—KENSUKE SASAKI 5—TAKA MICHINOKU 9—ATLANTIS 13—JUSHIN LIGER 
(6) 283, Tokyo, Japan (9) 169, Morioka, Jopon H 180, Guodolojra, Mexico (9) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
2—MITSUHARU MISAWA 6—PERRO AGUAYO 10—DUKE DROESE 14—LA PARKA 
(1) 228, Ashikoga, Jopon (7/215, Zacatecas, Mexico 11306, Chicago, IL 235, Torreon, Mexico 
3—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 7—KEII MUTO TI—MASATO TANAKA 15—GENICHIRO TENRYU 
(2) 287, Gifu, Japon (4) 245, Yomoguchi, Jopan 1 235, Tokyo, Japan 1/235, Fukui, Jopon 


TOP 15 TAG TEAMS 


‘1—BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 6—THE BARBARIAN & MENG TI—FAAROOQ & ROCKY MAIVIA 
(1) WWE Weld og team champions (9) No.1 contenders: WCW Word ag file (H)No. 5 contenders: WWF Word fog file 
2—RICK & SCOTT STEINER 7—STEVE AUSTIN & DUDE LOVE 12—HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 
{2) WCW World tag team champions H No, 2 contenders: WWE World og tile (12) No. 6 contenders: WWF World fag tile 
3—CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 8—OWEN HART & KEN SHAMROCK 13—LITTLE GUIDO & TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(6) ECW tog teom champions No. 3 contenders: WWF World fog tile (13) No.1 contenders: ECW tog ttle 
4—THE BLACKJACKS 9—HARLEM HEAT 14—THE HEADBANGERS 
No.1 contender: WWE World ag tile (5] No. 2 contenders: WCW World tog tile (11) No.7 contenders: WWF World tg ie 
5—MASA CHONO & KEL MUTO 10—THE ROAD WARRIORS 15—BUH BUH RAY & D-\ ms DUDLEY 
(7)IWGP tog teom champions (3) No, 4 contenders: WWE World tg ite (14) No, 2 contenders: ECW tg tile 
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These ratings are compiled by the editors with the assistance of promoters, wrestlers, and reporters around the country, and 
are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of each wrestler. The number 
in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category /ast issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 
category last issue ... Championships highlighted in bold on the “Roll Call Of Champions” have changed hands since our 
previous issue ... The information under the championship listing indicates the date that champion won the title, who the 


former champion was, and where the match took place. 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA. 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
JOHNNY AGE & KENTA KOBASHI 
(October 4, 1997; from Gary Albright & Steve Williams; Nagoya, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA. 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


C 
(October 18, 1997; from Major Havoc; Elkin, NC) 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION U.S, CHAMPION: 
JOHNNY REB 
(January 3, 1998; from Brian Danzig; Elkin, NC) 


‘AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
IRON HORSE & E.Z, RYDER 
(October 18, 1997; from Don Carson & Rick Deezel; Elkin, NC) 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT 
(Most recently held by Kevin Sullivan) 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
MILLENNIUM 
(October 18, 1997; from Joel Davis; Lawrence, MA) 


ECW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHANE DOUGLAS 
(November 30, 1997; from Bam Bam Bigelow; Monaca, PA) 


ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 
(December 6, 1997; from Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon; Philadelphia, PA) 


ECW TELEVISION CHAMPION: TAZ 
(June 7, 1997; from Shane Douglas; Philadelphia, PA) 


INT'L PRO WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION; KING KONG BUNDY 
(December 5, 1997; from Brick Bronsky; Jim Thorpe, PA) 


IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KENSUKE SASAKI 
(August 31, 1997; from Shinya Hashimoto; Yokohama, Japan) 


IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS; 
MASA CHONO & KEIJI MUTO 
(October 19, 1997; from Kensuke Sasaki & Kazuo Yamazaki; Kobe, Japan) 


MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE: 
SALVATORE SINGERE 
(November 18, 1997; from Corporal Punishment; Keyser, WV) 


MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
QUINN NASH. 

(November 15, 1997; beat Adam Flash & Mark Schrader in three-way match; 
Hampstead, MD) 


‘MUSIC CITY WRESTLING NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: TERRY GOLDEN 
(November 27, 1997; from Colorado Kid; Nashville, TN) 


MUSIC CITY WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
SHANE EDEN & THRILLBILLY 
(November 27, 1997; from The Centerfolds; Nashville, TN) 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
YCLONE 


For period ended January 4, 1998 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA, 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
MAUNUKEA MOSSMAN 
(August 22, 1997; from Yoshinari Ogawa; Tokyo, Japan) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
JOHNNY ACE & KENTA KOBASHI 
(October 4, 1997; from Gary Albright & Steve Williams; Nagoya, Japan) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
TIGER KHAN 
(November 21, 1997; from Cheetah Master; Reading, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
RECKLESS YOUTH 
(November 21, 1997; from Mike Quackenbush; Reading, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
COL. JIHAD HUSSEIN & DAVE PATERA 
(September 26, 1997; from Mike Quackenbush & Pat Shamrock; Reading, PA) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RIPPER. 
(December 6, 1997; from Italian Stallion; Kings Mountain, NC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
CRUEL CONNECTION II 
(December 12, 1997; from Madd Maxxine; Jefferson, NC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
GEORGE SOUTH & ITALIAN STALLION 
(December 6, 1997; from Chris Hamrick & Ripper; Kings Mountain, NC) 


WCW CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: ULTIMO DRAGON 
(December 29, 1997; from Eddy Guerrero; Baltimore, MD) 


WCW TELEVISION CHAMPION: BOOKER T 
(December 29, 1997; from Disco Inferno; Baltimore, MD) 


‘WCW U.S. CHAMPION; DALLAS PAGE 
(December 28, 1997; from Curt Hennig; Washington, D.C.) 


WCW WORLD CHAMPION: STING 
(December 28, 1997; from Hulk Hogan; Washington, D.C.) 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: RICK & SCOTT STEINER, 
(October 13, 1997; from Scott Hall & Syxx; Tampa, FL) 


WWF EUROPEAN CHAMPION: HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(December 11, 1997; from Shawn Michaels; Lowell, MA) 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: ROCKY MAIVIA 
(December 8, 1997; by forfeit from Steve Austin; Portland, ME) 


WWF LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TAKA MICHINOKU 
(December 7, 1997; beat Brian Christopher in tournament final; Springfield, MA) 


WWF WORLD CHAMPION: SHAWN MICHAELS: 
(November 9, 1997; from Bret Hart; Montreal, Quebec) 


WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
(November 24, 1997; from The Road Warriors; Fayetteville, NC) 
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“LOOK WHAT 
JUST BLEW IN” 


TORBELLINO BLANCO vs. JACK DONOVAN 
April 1964 


Wrestling fans have always marveled at the aerial wizardry of high-flying Mexican 
stars like Rey Misterio Jr. and Ultimo Dragon, but few recall this masked pioneer of 
technical wrestling. Torbellino Blanco (The White Tornado) was one of first grapplers 
from south of the border to incorporate a scientific approach to the mat sport. 
Here referee Dick Raines is apparently asking Donovan exactly how much more 
of Torbellino’s vast repertoire he would care to see. 
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Computer 
Tournament ’98 | 


ACTION CLOSEUP 


It’s almost time to panic for 
Shawn Michaels when Bret 
Hart starts to wrap him up in 
that “sharpshooter” of his. 
But then we all remember 
what happened the last time 
Shawn locked Bret in the 
“sharpshooter.” That was 
one ugly night in Montreal 
last November. In any case, 
when Bret gets this painful 
hold cinched on tight in the 
middle of the ring, it’s tough 
to counter. And since there 

is no outside interference 
5 permitted in our tournament 
.. well, Shawn, sorry, but it 
‘just wasn’t your computer 
year. 


